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VI CE- CHAl RVAN LEE: Good evening. The
nmeeting shall now cone to order. By the direction of
t he Pl anni ng Board Chairman Jose DeJdesus, Jr., the
City of Canden, there will be a regularly schedul ed
Pl anni ng Board neeting held on Thursday, February 13,
2025 at 6:00 p. m

Since the Gty of Canden remai ns under a
Decl aration of a Health Energency related to the
COVID-19 virus, Cty Hall is open. Therefore, this
regul ar schedul ed neeting will be conducted as a
virtual neeting via a renote conferencing platform
TEAMS. Instructions on accessing this virtual
regul arly schedul ed neeti ng and neeti ng agenda, can
be found on the Gty of Canden's website. At this
time we will nove forward to the reading of the
Openi ng st at enent.

DR WLLIAMS: M. Chair, adequate notice
of this nmeeting has been provided in accordance with
t he OQpen Public Meeting Act. The Canden City
Pl anni ng Board adopted a Resol uti on approving the
schedul e of regular neetings to be held during the
year of 2025 by, one, posting a copy thereof on the
bull etin boards reserved for such purpose in the
Ofice of Gty Cerk, Gty Hall, first floor, Canden,

New Jersey; two, transmtting a copy thereof to the
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Courier Post and to the Phil adel phia Inquirer. These

newspapers have been designated by this Board to

receive sane, and three, filing a copy thereof wth

the City Clerk of the Gty of Canden, New Jersey.

Four, the subject neeting was publicized on February

7, 2025. Roll call. Mayor Carstarphen. M. Delesus.

M. Lee.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Here.

DR WLLIAVMS: Counci |l woman Ranos.

COUNCI LWOVAN RAMOS: Present.

WLLIAMS: M. Leonard.

MR LEONARD: Here.

DR WLLIAMS: M. Cean.

MS. CREAN:. Present.

DR W LLI AVES: M. Thonas.

MR THOVAS: Here.

DR WLLIAMS: W have a quorum M.
Vi ce-Chair.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Thank you.

At this tinme, we'll have the approval
t he Pl anni ng Board Public Hearing M nutes dated
January 9, 2025.

DR WLLIAMS: We need a notion.

MR, LEONARD: So noved.

M5. CREAN. Second.

of
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DR WLLIAVS: Roll call to approve the
m nut es.
DR WLLIAMS: M. Lee.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Yes.
DR. WLLIAMS: Counci | woman Ranos.
COUNCI LWOVAN RAMOS:  Yes.
DR WLLIAVS: M. Leonard.
MR LEONARD: Yes.
DR WLLIAMS: M. Crean.
MS. CREAN.  Yes.
DR WLLIAMS: M. Thonas.
MR THOVAS: Yes.
DR WLLIAMS: Mtion carries to approve.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Thank you.
Swearing in of all professionals and
pl anni ng staff.
MR. BURNS: For our professionals and
pl anning staff, if you could please raise your right
hands.
DR EDWARD C. WLLIAMS, PP, ASIP, CSI,
AHP, CzZO, DENA MOORE JOHNSON, PE, CME, having first
been duly sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified

as foll ows.
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VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Planning Director's
Report, please.

DR. WLLIAMS: M. Vice-Chair and nenbers
of the Pl anning Board, of course, I'll be brief.

Just one itemthat | have for you all tonight is the
Downt own Master Plan. Canden County along with the
joint board, have been working on a Downtown Master
Pl an for probably two years. They've had
significant comunity engagenent throughout the
communi ty in Downtown, mainly, Cooper Grant. The
Center City Business District, Cooper Plaza and
Lanni ng Square. They are at the point nowin their
pl anni ng process of bringing the results and the
outcones to the Planning Board within the next nonth
or two.

Just giving you a heads-up as to their
progress, | personally have been involved in a nunber
of neetings with the joint board and Cooper's Ferry,
as well as snmaller neetings with various groups
within the conmmunity. And | think that once they
cone before the Planning Board for review of your
consideration, | think that you'll be quite pleased
with the efforts that have been nade by the County
along with the joint board and others in noving the

Downt own Master Pl an al ong.
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So M. Vice-Chair and Board nenbers,
| want to make you aware of that so that you are able
to get information prior to themcom ng before this
Board. |1've asked themin particul ar about
devel opi ng a summary docunent, as well as a
Power Poi nt presentation as a precursor for them
com ng before the Planning Board when it's tinme for
t hei r appear ance.

At this time, M. Vice-Chair and Board
menbers, that's ny report for this evening.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Thank you.

Certificate of Appropriateness, Christina
Pani aqua Baez, 3031 W (Octagon Road. The applicant
proposes to install a driveway curb-cut at her
property within the Fairview Hi storic District.

DR. W LLI AVS: M. Vice-Chair, 1"l
represent on behalf of the HPC - and | see that
Ms. Crean is on the call as well - we did review as a
comm ssion for this applicant at 3031 W Cctagon
Road. In fact, she is applying for a driveway and a
curb-cut. Those of you who may be famliar with
Fai rvi ew, when Fairvi ew was devel oped in 1918-1919,
it was really built for those people who were
enpl oyees at the New York Shipyard. And Fairview, we

know, is the first planned conmmunity in the country,
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anong the nost the planned comunities.

Wth that being said, it was built as a
wal kabl e community. Therefore, it wasn't built
necessarily for the autonobile. One of the problens
we have in Fairviewis that, nore cars than units of
housing. And there's very scarce parking along the
streetscape along Fairview. So this will be one of
many that you'll see cone before the Board. And upon
doing the inspection, there are no problens fromthis
office regarding this proposal.

VI CE- CHAl RMAN LEE: So at this point,
should we hear fromthe Board and the public on this
or no-?

MR BURNS: |t would be the public so we
need a notion to open it to the public.

VI CE-CHAIRVAN LEE: |s there a notion to
open it to the public?

MR LEONARD: So noved.

M5. CREAN. Second.

DR WLLIAVMS: Just for this neeting,
there are no public participants on the call tonight.

MR, BURNS: So nust a notion to cl ose,
M. Vice-Chair?

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Motion to close.

COUNCI LWOMAN RAMOS:  So noved.
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MR. LEONARD: Second.
MR BURNS: Al in favor?
THE BQOARD: Yays.
MR BURNS: You need a notion to approve.
VI CE- CHAl RVAN LEE: A notion to approve?
| thought the Board may want to weigh in on it.
That's all. GCkay. Mdtion to approve?
COUNCI LWOMAN RAMOS: Mbtion to approve.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Do | have a second?
MR, LEONARD: Second.
DR WLLIAVS: Roll call. M. Lee.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Yes.
DR WLLIAMS: Counci | woman Ranps.
COUNCI LWOMAN RAMOS:  Yes.
DR WLLIAVS: M. Leonard.
MR LEONARD: Yes.
DR WLLIAMS: M. Crean.
MS. CREAN.  Yes.
DR WLLIAVS: M. Thonas.
MR THOVAS: Yes.
DR WLLIAVS: Mdtion carried to approve.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Thank you.
Resol uti on of the Pl anni ng Board
authorizing the start of a prelimnary |Investigation

to determ ne whet her Bl ock 340, Lot 35; Bl ock 338,
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Lots 1,6,8,17,19-25 and 33; Bl ock 460, Lots 3,7,8

and 26; Bl ock 468, Lots 4,5, 21-26, 104-107 and 122 are
areas in need of redevel opnent w thout the Power of
Em nent Donmai n. (Non-Condemnati on Redevel opnment

Ar eas) .

MR BURNS: M. Chairman, through you and
with confirmation fromDr. WIllians, | believe that
that part of our agenda, Section 'B that the
Vice-Chair just read into the record, that is going
to be carried. |Is that correct, Dr. WIIians,
carried to another date?

DR WLLIAVMS: That's correct.

MR BURNS: Do we have a date certain yet

or no?

DR WLLIAMS: W do not.

MR BURNS: Very good. So M.
Vice-Chairman, that matter will not be heard
t oni ght .

VI CE- CHAl RVAN LEE:  Ckay.

MR BURNS: So we can go directly to
Agenda Item C and if you could read that into the
record, we can hear that tonight.

VI CE-CHAIRMAN LEE: Item C  Resolution
of the Planning Board authorizing the start of a

prelimnary investigation to determ ne whet her
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Bl ock 338, Lot 26 is an area in need of Redevel opnent
with the Power of Em nent Domain. (Condemmati on
Redevel opnent Area).

DR WLLIAVS: Thank you, M. Vice-Chair
and nmenbers of the Board. The genesis of Item'C on
your agenda is based on neetings and conversation
with a devel oper who wi shes to expand at the | ocation
of South 6th Street between Liberty Street and
Mechanic Street. |It's also bordered by way of 7th
Street near 676. For the nenbers of the Board, that
was privy to a concept review by the Charter School
that is building an athletic field at the corner of
7th & Kaighn. The location is probably across the
street fromthis |ocation.

The goal of this redevel opnent study and
eventual Redevel opnent Plan, is to acquire property
that is wiwthin the devel opnent buil di ng envel ope of
the area. That is scheduled to be on the docket
within the next couple of nonths. But we want the
Board's perm ssion to be begin the process of
devel opi ng a report that seeks to acquire at | east
one property within this investigation area.

Agai n, the purpose of the study is to
pl an for redevel opnent by acquiring one or nore

properties within that redevel opnent area. And I'm
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open to answer and respond to any questions that nmay
be posed by any Board nenbers or any person that may
appear as part of this neeting call.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Doctor Wllianms, if |
may interject for one second, | think they're
referring to the property that I own across fromthe
| ot that's being redevel oped which is 701, 703 Kai ghn
Avenue. In fact, | did speak to soneone fromthe
| nprovenent Aut hority Canmden County. So | think
may have to abstain fromparticipating in this
particul ar Resol ution.

DR WLLIAMS: |If | can ask you a
question. Your property is on Kai ghn Avenue near the
corner of 7th & Kai ghn?

VI CE-CHAI RVAN LEE:  Yes. It's on the
corner -- it's the old 7th Street Lounge and the old
bar ber shop and the two lots in between which is
directly across fromthe proposed site that they're
working on. | think they turned it into an athletic
field or sonmething. Yes.

DR WLLIAVS: | don't think you nmay be
inconflict. [I'll defer to our Board counsel. But
the site that I'"'mreferring to is in between Liberty
and Mechanic Street along 6th Street.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Ckay.
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DR WLLIAVMS: But | want to make sure
for the record that's clear.

MR BURNS: | --

DR WLLIAMS: Go ahead, Counsel

MR BURNS: | was going to say, | got a
little confused of that nyself. | believe you're
right, Dr. Wlliams, and | don't believe that this

subj ect property, Block 338, Lot 26 is M. Lee's

property. | believe it's another property.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: | was tal ki ng about
the proximty to the properties. | know there's so

many feet of the property you have to kind like to
stay away as well. But anyway, |'ll take your word.
MR BURNS: W have a quorum so your
presence here gives us the ability to nove it
forward. |If you feel that you would |ike to abstain,
that's wthin your rights to do that; or recuse

yoursel f, that's within your rights.

VI CE- CHAI RVMAN LEE: | will take your
advice. |If you say that it's good to go, that's
fine. | will continue.

MR BURNS: W just didn't want you to be
t he subject of any actions that woul d be taken.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Ckay.

DR WLLIAVMS: 1'll nmake a note of that,
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M. Lee, because once we get the property listing for
notification, if they discover that you re on there,
we will nake you aware of that inmmedi ately.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Al right.

MR BURNS: So you can recuse yourself at
that point, M. Lee.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN LEE: Yeah. Okay. Fair
enough.

MR. BURNS: Unless the Board has any
ot her questions even though it's just a resol ution
recommendati on, we can, if the Board chooses for the
pur poses of public participation, open it to the
public. | don't believe there's any public here but
maybe it m ght be best Vice-Chair, to have it just
open to the public, a notion to open and a second.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Ckay. |Is there a
notion to open to the public, please and a second?

COUNCI LWOMAN RAMOS: Mot i on.

MR. LEONARD: Second.

MR. BURNS: The councilwoman has noved it
and M. Leonard has issued the second. Dr. WIIians,
is there anybody interested in speaking on this from
t he public?

DR. WLLIAMS: There's no one on the cal
t oni ght .
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MR, BURNS: Just a notion to close the
public portion and a second and a roll call.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Mbdtion to cl ose.

DR. WLLIAVMS: Al those in favor,
i ndi cate by sayi ng yays.

THE BQOARD: Yays.

DR WLLIAMS: The yays have it to cl ose.

MR BURNS: Al in favor.

Bringing it back to the Board, if the
Board is inclined to nove on this matter, | would
need a notion to direct the Planning Board Pl anner to
undertake a prelimnary investigation pursuant to
City of Canden Resol ution No. 8 which was adopted by
the Gty Council on January 14, 2025. So that woul d
be the notion. Do we have a notion?

MR, LEONARD: So noved.

DR WLLIAMS: |an Leonard nade the
motion. | need a second.

M5. CREAN. Second.

DR WLLIAVMS: Seconded by Ms. Crean.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Rol | call.

DR WLLIAMS: M. Lee.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Yes.

DR. WLLIAMS: Counci | woman Ranos.

COUNCI LWOVAN RAMOS:  Yes.
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WLLIAVS: M. Leonard.

LEONARD: Yes.

WLLIAMS: M. O ean.

CREAN:  Yes.

WLLIAVG: M. Thonas.

THOVAS:  Yes.

WLLIAMS: Mtion carried to approve.

22333533 3

BURNS: Very good. So that notion
has been approved. So | would just need now a notion
to approve the Resolution which has been prepared
toni ght so we can approve it tonight. So do we have
a notion to approve the resol ution?

MR, LEONARD: So noved.

MS. CREAN. Second.

DR WLLIAVMS: | have a notion from
M. Leonard and a second by Ms. Crean to adopt the
resolution. Roll call.

DR WLLIAMS: M. Lee.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE:  Yes.

DR WLLIAMS: Counci | woman Ranos.

COUNCI LWOVAN RAMOS:  Yes.

DR. WLLIAMS: M. Leonard.
MR, LEONARD: Yes.

DR WLLIAMS: M. O ean.
MS. CREAN. Yes.
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DR WLLIAVS: M. Thonas.

MR THOVAS: Yes.

DR WLLIAVMS: Mdtion carried to approve
t he Resol ution.

MR BURNS: Very good. Doctor WIIians,
| count the vote as five in favor and none opposed
and the date needs to be inserted as February 13th.
| know you have a draft copy of the Resol ution that
was sent to you. If you could just fill in the
nunber 5 for those in favor, zero for those opposed
and February 13th as the date and it could then
signed by our Board Chair and Secretary.

DR WLLIAMS: Very good.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Item No. 7, Adoption
of the follow ng Resol utions dated January 9, 2025:
El ection of the Chairman Jose DeJdesus and nysel f,
el ection as Vice-Chairman, Steve Lee. W need a
noti on to adopt.

DR WLLIAMS: If I can, M. Vice-Chair,
on that sanme agenda, there's the election of the
Secretary Angela M Il er; Appointnment of Planning
Board Attorney, Denbo Brown & Burns; Appoi ntnent of
Conflict Attorney Eric M Bernstein & Associ at es;
Appoi nt mrent of Pl anni ng Board Engi neer, Rem ngton &

Ver ni ck Engi neers; and Appoi ntnent of Conflict
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Engi neer Environnmental Resol utions, |ncorporated.

If we can through our Board Counsel,
approve themall by block through a notion, second
and a vote?

MR BURNS: W can do those Reorg
Resol utions by a block as just read by Dr. WIIlians
and our Vice-Chair M. Lee. So do we have a notion
to approve the Reorgani zati on Resol uti ons?

VI CE- CHAl RVAN LEE: So noved.

COUNCI LWOMAN RAMOS: Second.

MR. BURNS: W have second by our
counci | wman and noved by M. Lee and we need a
roll-call vote.

DR WLLIAVMS: The vote would be,

M. Lee.

DR W LLI AVES: M. Lee.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Yes.

DR WLLIAVMS: Council woman Ranos.

COUNCI LWOMAN RAMOS:  Yes.

WLLIAVS: M. Leonard.
LEONARD:  Yes.

CREAN: Yes.

DR

MR

DR WLLIAMS: M. Crean.
M5

DR WLLIAMS: M. Thonsas.
MR

THOVAS:  Yes.
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DR WLLIAVMS: Through our Board Counsel,
| also see here if you | ook on the second page, the
Cof As for JFL Associates, 211 Penn Street and
James G Constock, 3123 Tuckahoe Road. And the Site
Pl an Wai ver for Cooper Health Systens, Tower A 1
Cooper Pl aza, Block 1402, Lot 1.

MR BURNS: | need a notion to approve
t hose.

MR LEONARD: So noved.

M5. CREAN. Second.

DR WLLIAVS: Roll call.

WLLIAMS: M. Lee.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Yes.
DR WLLIAVMS: Council woman Ranos.
COUNCI LWOVAN RAMOS:  Yes.
WLLIAMS: M. Leonard.
LEONARD: Yes.
WLLIAMS: M. Cean.

DR.

MR

DR.

MS. CREAN. Yes.
DR WLLIAVS: M. Thonas.

MR THOVAS: Yes.

DR WLLIAVS: Mtion carried to approve.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE

MR BURNS: This is everything for

toni ght's neeti ng.
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VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEE: Notion to adjourn,
right?
BURNS: Yes, sir.
CREAN: So noved.
LEONARD: Second.

325 3

WLLIAVS: Al those in favor,
i ndi cate by sayi ng yays?

THE BOARD: Yays.

DR WLLIAVMS: The yays have it. Any
opposed? Hearing none. | wish you all a happy,
bl essed and saf e eveni ng.

THE BOARD: Thank you.

*(Meeting concluded at 6:26 p.m)*
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CERTI FI CATI ON

| HEREBY CERTIFY that | ama Certified Court
Reporter and Notary Public.

| FURTHER CERTI FY that the w tness was sworn
to testify to the truth.

| FURTHER CERTI FY that the foregoing is, to
the best of ny ability, a true and accurate
transcript of the testinony taken stenographically by
me at the tinme, place, and date herei nbefore set
forth.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amneither a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney or counsel to any of the
parties to the action, nor a relative or enpl oyee of

such attorney or counsel and that | am not

financially interested in the,action.

Regi ne A. Ervin, CCR
Certified Court Reporter
Li cense #30XI 000222200

(The foregoing certification of this transcript
does not apply to any reproduction of the sane by any
means, unl ess under the direction, control and/or

supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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