AGENDA

CiTtYy OF CAMDEN

CiTY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

February 29", 2024 - 5:00 p.m.

Honorable Angel Fuentes, Council President
Honorable Sheila Davis, Vice-President
Honorable Chris Collins

Honorable Nohemi Soria-Perez

Honorable Jannette Ramos

Honorable Falio Leyba-Martinez
Honorable Arthur Barclay

Honorable Victor Carstarphen, Mayor

Daniel §. Blackburn, City Attorney
Howard McCoach, Counsel to Council

Luis Pastoriza, Municipal Clerk




CIiTY COUNCIL AGENDA
SPECIAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 29™, 2024 - 5:00 .M.
City CounciL CHAMBER

CALL TO ORDER
FLAG SALUTE
ROLL CALL
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE
NOTICE OF MEETING

ORDINANCES — FIRST READING

Department of Finance
1. Ordinance to exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation limit and establish

a Cap Bank, for the calendar year 2025 Budget

*Public comment for resolutions and/or any other concerns
(Limited to 3 continuous minutes)

Office City Council
1. Resolution recognizing February 2024 as National African American History

Month

2. Resolution Recognizing The Burlington-Camden Alumni Chapter Of Kappa
Alpha Psi, Fraternity, Inc. For Its Community Service Provided To The City
Of Camden And Its Residents Which Included But Is Certainly Not Limited
To, Its Recent Day Of Community Service On January 15, 2024 Whereby
The Chapter Sponsored And Distributed, In Collaboration With Covanta,




Soup And Sandwiches At The Thomas H. Dudley School To Families, In
Observance Of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

3. Resolution Recognizing And Commending The Creative Arts High School
(Cahs) Concert Choir Of Camden New Jersey And Its Directors For Their
Service To The City And Its Residents

Department of Finance
4. Resolution approving the CY 2024 Budget and providing notice of the public
hearing

5. Resolution Certifying That The Hiring Practices Of The City Of Camden
Comply With The “Enforcement Guidance On The Consideration Of Arrest
And Conviction Records In Employment Decisions Under Title VII Of The
Civil Rights Act Of 1964,” As Amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000 Et Seq. And The
Provisions Of The New Jersey Law Against Discrimination

Please note summary of Public Decorum rules below,

Rule XVil: Decorum

Any person who shall disturb the peace of the Council, make impertinent or slanderous remarks or conduct
hirself in a boisterous manner while addressing the Council shall be forthwith barred by the presiding officer
from further audience before the Council, except that if the speaker shall submif fo proper order under these
rules, permission for him to continue may be granted by a majority vote of the Council.

City Council meetings shall be conducted in a courteous manner. Citizens and Council members will be
allowed to state their positions in an atmosphere free of slander, threats of violence or the use of Council as
a forumn for politics. Sufficient wamings may be given by the Chair at any time during the remarks and, in the
event that any individual shall violate the rules of decorum heretofore set forth, the Chairperson may then
cut off comment or debate. At the discretion of the Chairperson, light signals may be used to display the
commencement of the time for speaking and a waming light may be flashed fo show that the appropriate
time has passed. A red light will signal that there is no longer time.
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DB
02-29-24

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMIT AND
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2024 BUDGET

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, NJSA 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said
budget up to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the
previous year's final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A; 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when
authorized by erdinance, apprepriate the difference between the amount of its actual
final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final
appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Camden in the County of Camden
finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2024 budget by up to 3.5% over the
previous year's final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and
welfare of the citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the
budget for said year, amounting to $1,046,166.41 in excess of the increase in final
appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and
necessary; and

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby determines that any amount authorized
hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an
exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; now,
therefore

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Camden, in the County of
Camden, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body
affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2024 budget year, the final appropriations of the
City of Camden shall, in accordance with this ordinance and NJSA 40A: 4-45.14, be
increased by 3.5%, amounting to $3,661,582.46, and that the CY 2024 municipal
budget for the City of Camden be approved and adopted in accordance with this
ordinance.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove
- that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as
introduced be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within
5 days of introduction.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon
adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.

SECTION 1.All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions
of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsisiency only.

SECTION 2.This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after its final
passage and publivation as provided by law.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this ordinance is declared invalid, such invalidity
shall not affect the other provisions of this ordinance. Furthermore, the other provisions
of this ordinance are deemed tc be severable and remain in full force and effect.




BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27BBB-23 and N.J.S.A.
40:69A-41, a true copy of this Ordinance shall be forwarded to the Mayor, who shall have
ten (10) days from the receipt thereof to approve or veto this Ordinance. Additionally,
pursuant to N.J.S A, 52:27BBB-23, a true copy of this Ordinance shall be forwarded to the
State Commissioner of Community Affairs, who shall have ten (10} days from the receipt
thereof to veto this Ordinance, and the action by the Commissicner regarding this
Ordinance shall supersede any acticn by the Mayor on the same Ordinance. All
notices of approval and/or veto shall be filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Date of Introduction; February 29, 2024

The above has heen reviewed
and approved as to form.

ali e

DANIEL S. BLACKBURN

City Attorney
ANGEL FUENTES
President, City Council
VICTOR CARSTARPHEN
Mayor

ATTEST:

LUIS PASTORIZA
Municipal Clerk




Resolutions




All MEMBERS
2/29/2024

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY 2024 AS
NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH

WHEREAS, the month of February has been recognized annually as National African
American History Month or National Black History Month. And during this month, we
pause to salute and reflect on the contributions African Americans have made to enrich
our City, State, and Nation; and

WHEREAS, there are many untold stories that reveal the best of Americans who
stepped up with pride when duty called, broke color barriers, or quietly made their
communities better one person at a time. These heroes, whether recognized or unsung,
are individuals who strengthen our communities through extraordinary acts of service
deone with reliability and commitment, often without recognition; and

WHEREAS, Harvard Historian Carter G. Woodson and Minister Jesse E. Moorland
founded an organization, known today as the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History, which chose the second week of February as National Negro
History Weeks coinciding with the bithdays of Abraham Lincoln, February 12 and
Frederick Douglass, February 14. In 1976, President Gerald R. Ford officially recognized
the month of February as, what is known today as, National African American History
Month; and

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2024, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., issued a
Proclamation proclaiming February 2024 as National Black History Month; and

WHEREAS, this month, we remember those courageous individuals, past, present
and future, who fought and continue to fight endlessly for social justice, and helped in the
advancement of unity and equality in America; and

WHEREAS, the City of Camden, recognizing the many contributions of African
Americans, encourages the community of Camden to reflect on our shared aspirations;
now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Camden that it hereby recognizes
February 2024 as National African American History Month in the City of Camden and
asks that the community join in the remembrance and celebration of the many
contributions of African Americans in the United States and in our City.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27BBB-23, a true copy
of this Resclution shall be forwarded to the State Commissioner of Community Affairs, who
shall have ten (10) days from the receipt thereof to veto this Resolution. All notices of
veto shall be filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Date of Introduction: February 29, 2024

The above has been reviewed
and approved as to form.

DANTEL S. BLACKBURN
City Attorney

ANGEL FUENTES
President, City Council

ATTEST:

LUIS PASTORIZA
Municipal Clerk




FALIO LEYBA-MARTINEZ
2/20/2024

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE BURLINGTON-CAMDEN ALUMNI CHAPTER OF
KAPPA ALPHA PSI|, FRATERNITY, INC. FOR ITS COMMUNITY SERVICE
PROVIDED TO THE CITY OF CAMDEN AND ITS RESIDENTS WHICH INCLUDED
BUT IS CERTAINLY NOT LIMITED TO, ITS RECENT DAY OF COMMUNITY
SERVICE ON JANUARY 15, 2024 WHEREBY THE CHAPTER SPONSORED AND
DISTRIBUTED, IN COLLABORATION WITH COVANTA, SOUP AND SANDWICHES
AT THE THOMAS H. DUDLEY SCHOOL TO FAMILIES, IN OBSERVANCE OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY

WHEREAS, THE BURLINGTON-CAMDEN ALUMN! CHAPTER OF KAPPA
ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY, INC., affectionately known as the “Strong Arm” Chapter and
is considered a "Chapter that Endures” and which is known for its involvement in the
community, political action, social action and leadership as well as building bridges within
the community; and

WHEREAS, THE BURLINGTON-CAMDEN ALUMN! CHAPTER OF KAPPA
ALPHA PS! FRATERNITY, INC., is a historically Black fratemity that prioritizes
achievement, brotherhcod and service and is dedicated to making a positive impact on
communities through various service initiatives, and

WHEREAS, THE BURLINGTON-CAMDEN ALUMNI CHAPTER OF KAPPA
ALPHA PSI| FRATERNITY, INC., received its Charter on April 12, 1969, and has been
involved in a multitude of community service activities ever since; and

WHEREAS, one of the many examples of community service activities that THE
BURLINGTON-CAMDEN ALUMNI CHAPTER OF KAPPA ALPHA PS| FRATERNITY,
INC. was recently involved in, was a day of community service on January 13, 2024,
whereby it sponsored and distributed, in collaboration with Covanta, soup and
sandwiches at the Thomas H. Dudley School to families, in observance of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day; and

WHEREAS, the City of Camden, its Officials and Residents owe THE
BURLINGTON-CAMDEN ALUMNI CHAPTER OF KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY,
INC., a great debt of gratitude for the Chapter's generous and selfless service to the City
of Camden and its residents; and

WHEREAS, the City of Camden, its Officials and Residents wish to honor and
express our profound appreciation to THE BURLINGTON-CAMBDEN ALUMNI CHAPTER
OF KAPPA ALPHA PS! FRATERNITY, INC., for the Chapter's remarkable community
service provided to the City of Camden, its Officials and Residents which has been
occurring since the Chapter received its charter on April 12, 1969; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Camden, that it hereby wishes
to express its sincere and deep appreciation to THE BURLINGTON-CAMDEN ALUMNI
CHAPTER OF KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY, INC. for the many years of
community service that the Chapter and its members have provided to the City of
Camden, its Officials and Residents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.8.A. 52:27BBB-23, a true copy
of this Resalution shall be forwarded to the State Commissioner of Community Affairs, who
shall have ten (10) days from the receipt thereof to veto this Resolution. Alf notices of
veto shall be filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Date; February 29, 2024

The above has been reviewed
and approved as to form.



DANIEL S. BLACKBURN
City Attorney

ANGEL FUENTES
President, City Council

ATTEST:

LUIS PASTORIZA
Municipal Clerk
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All MEMBERS
212912024

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE CREATIVE
ARTS HIGH SCHOOL {CAHS) CONCERT CHOIR OF CAMDEN NEW JERSEY AND
ITS DIRECTORS FOR THEIR SERVICE TO THE CITY AND ITS RESIDENTS

WHEREAS, THE CREATIVE ARTS HIGH SCHOOL (CAHS) CONCERT CHOIR OF
CAMDEN NEW JERSEY has filled the school and the community with the joy of
professional choral music; and

WHEREAS, THE CAHS CONCERT CHOIR has so magnificently and gallantty
performed choral music for over twenty (20) years; and

WHEREAS, THE CAHS CONCERT CHOIR is led by Directors, Benita Farmer and
Omar-Frederick Pratt; and

WHEREAS, over the years, THE CAHS CONCERT CHOIR has won many awards
not only nationally but also internationally, including but not limited to: five (5) gold medals
in Orlando Florida in 2022 for best in: Concert Choir; Women's Choir, Madrigals, Jazz
Choir, Show Cheir and, in addition, the Spirit And Maestro Award; and

WHEREAS, the month of February has been recognized annually as National African
American History Month or National Black History Month and, to honeor and celebrate
National African American Month, THE CAHS CONCERT CHOIR has graciously agreed
to lead the City of Camden’s Special Council meeting on February 28, 2024, by singing
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Camden, that it hereby wishes
to express its sincere and deep appreciation to THE CAMDEN ARTS HIGH SCHOOL
CHOIR AND ITS DIRECTORS, BENITA FARMER AND OMAR-FREDERICK PRATT,
for graciously agreeing to sing "Lift Every Voice and Sing” at the City of Camden’s Special
Council meeting on February 29, 2024, and for the many years of service that the CAHS
Concert Choir and its Directors have provided to the school and the City of Camden, its
Officials and Residents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27BBB-23, a true copy
of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the State Commissioner of Community Affairs, who
shall have ten (10) days from the receipt thereof to veto this Resolution. All notices of
veto shall be filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Date: February 29, 2024

The above has been reviewed
and approved as to form.

/“

DANIEES. BLACKBURN
City Attorney
ANGEL FUENTES
President, City Council
ATTEST:

LUIS PASTORIZA
Municipal Clerk
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02-29-24
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CY 2024 BUDGET
AND PROVIDING NOTICE OF THE PUBLIC HEARING

2024 Municipal Budget of the City of Camden, County of Camden

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations
shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2024, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in the Courier Post
in the issue of March 12, 2024.

The City Council of the City of Camden does hereby approve the following as the 2024
Budget, for further review and consideration following the Public Hearing.

Current Fund Water Operating  Sewer Operating

Appropriations within CAP

Salaries 47,390,800
Other Expense 38,169,835
Fringe Benefits 27,861,316
Appropriations O/S CAP
Other Expense 85,730,149 14,070,597 8,027,398
Federal & State Grants 5,535,548 6,200,000
Debt 3,031,916 535,404 1,520,229
Deferred Charges 466,710 61,407 217,020
Reserve for Uncollected Tax 6,277,307 _ -
Total Appropriations 214,463,581 20,867,408 9,764,647

Revenue other than Tax &
Water/Sewer Billing 183,910,181 7,782,908 1,164,647

Amount to be raised by Tax
and Water/Sewer Billing 30,553,400 13,084,500 8,600,000

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Camden, County of Camden,
approved the Budget and Tax Resolution on February 29, 2024.

A hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at City Hall, 520 Market Street,
Camden, NJ 08102 on March 26, 2024 at 5:00 PM at which time and place objections to
said Budget and Tax Resolution for the calendar year 2024 may be presented by
taxpayers or other interested persons.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27BBB-23, a true copy
of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the State Commissioner of Community Affairs, who
shall have ten (10) days from the receipt thereof to veto this Resolution. All notices of
veto shall be filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Date: February 29, 2024

The above has been reviewed
and approved as to form.

DANIEL 5. BLACKBURN
City Attorney
ANGEL FUENTES
President, City Council
ATTEST:

LUIS PASTORIZA
Municipal Clerk
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RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THAT THE HIRING PRACTICES OF THE CITY OF CAMDEN
COMPLY WITH THE “ENFORCEMENT GUIDANCE ON THE CONSIDERATION OF
ARREST AND CONVICTION RECORDS IN EMPLOYMENT DECISIONS UNDER TITLE VII
OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964,” AS AMENDED, 42 U.S.C. § 2000 ET SEQ. AND
THE PROVISIONS OF THE NEW JERSEY LAW AGAINST DISCRIMINATION

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-5 as amended by PL 2017, ¢183 requires the governing body
of each municipality to certify that their local unit's hiring practices comply with the United States
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of
Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964," as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e et seq., (April 25, 2012) before submitting its approved
annual budget to the Division of Local Government Services in the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs; and

WHEREAS the members of the City Council of the City of Camden have familiarized
themselves with the contents of the above-referenced enforcement guidance and with their local
unit's hiring practices as they pertain to the consideration of an individual's criminal history, as
evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Camden, hereby states that it has
complied with NJSA 40A:4-5, as amended by PL 2017, c183, by certifying that the local unit's
hiring practices comply with the above-referenced enforcement guidance and hereby directs the
Clerk to cause to be maintained and available for inspection a certified copy of this resolution
and the required affidavit to show evidence of said compliance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27BBB-23, a true copy of this
Resolution shall be forwarded to the State Commissioner of Community Affairs, who shall have
ten (10) days from the receipt thereof to veto this Resolution. All notices of veto shall be filed in
the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Date: February 29, 2024

The above has been reviewed
and approved as to form.

7

- —
DANIEL S. BLACKBURN
City Attorney
ANGEL FUENTES
President, City Council
ATTEST:

LUIS PASTORIZA
Municipal Clerk




GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION (PURSUANT TO PL 2017, C183) OF COMPLIANCE
WITH THE UNITED STATES EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION’S
“Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in

Employment Decisions Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964”

CITY COUNCIL GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM FOR THE CITY OF CAMDEN

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF CAMDEN

We, members of the governing body of the City of Camden being duly sworn according to law, upon
our oath depose and say:

1. We are duly elected (or appointed) members of the City Council of the City of Camden in the
County of Camden.

2. Pursuant to PL 2017, c183, we have familiarized ourselves with the contents of the United
States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on the
Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964,” as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000¢ et seq., (April 25, 2012).

3. We are familiar with the City’s hiring practices as they pertain to the consideration of an
individual’s criminal history.

4. We certify that the local unit’s hiring practices comply with the above-referenced enforcement

guidance.
(L.S.), @L.S)
Angel Fuentes, Council President Sheila Davis, Council Vice President
Councilman At-Large Councilwoman At-Large
(L.S) (L.S)
Arthur Barclay, Councilman, Christopher Collins, Councilman
1% Ward 2" Ward
(L.S) (L.S.)
Falio Leyba-Martinez, Councilwoman Jannette Ramos, Councilwoman
3" Ward 4% Ward
(L.S.)

Nohemi G. Soria-Perez
Councilwoman At-Large

Sworn to and subscribed before me this
day of
Notary Public of New Jersey

ATTEST:

Luis Pastoriza
Municipal Clerk

The Municipal Clerk shall set forth the reason for the absence of signature of any members of the
governing body.

IMPORTANT: This certificate must be executed before a municipality can submit its approved budget to
the Division of Local Government Services. The executed certificate and the adopted resolution must be
kept on file and available for inspection.
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