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CHAl RMAN HANCE: Good evening. Wl cone
to the Zoning Board of Adjustnment's regular neeting
schedul e on Decenber 4, 2023.

In conformance with the Sunshi ne Law of
New Jersey, notice of the neeting was posted in the
Muni ci pal Cerk's office on Tuesday, Novenber 28,
2023. Roll call.

MR EINGORN:  Chai r man Hance.

CHAl RMAN HANCE:  Her e.

MR, ElI NGORN:. Vi ce-chai rman Cooper.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Her e.

MR EINGORN: Reverend Marti nez.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ:  Her e.

El NGORN: Ms. Atwood.
ATWOOD:  Her e.

El NGORN:  Ms. Merri cks.
MERRI CKS:  Her e.

El NGORN: Ms. Al ston.
ALSTON: Here.

2532535 3

EINGORN: M. Brito Bueno. Absent.
The first itemwould be adoption of the
m nutes for Novenber 2023. Do we have a notion?
CHAl RMAN HANCE: Mbtion to adopt.
REVEREND MARTI NEZ:  Second.
MR EINGORN: Roll call. Chairman Hance.
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CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Yes.
MR EI NGORN: Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.
MR EI NGORN: Reverend Martinez.
REVEREND MARTI NEZ:  Yes.

El NGORN: Ms. Atwood.

MS. ATWOCD:  Yes.

MR EINGORN:  Ms. Merricks.

MS. MERRI CKS: Yes.

MR EINGORN: Ms. Al ston.

MS. ALSTON:  Yes.

MR EINGORN: So noved.

| will read the list of cases tonight.

If you're present, please |let us know. There are a
nunber of additions that we have to note for the
record. The first matter, Jose M Cal deron, 1520
W | dwood Avenue. This is A d Business.

MR VIDAL: Present.

MR EI NGORN: Good eveni ng.

The first matter of New Business, New
Begi nni ngs Behavi oral Health, 1300 Princess Avenue.

MR LARIO  Present.

MR EINGORN: Good eveni ng, Counsel.
Respond, Inc., 3001 Fenw ck Road.

MR OITO  Present.
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MR El NGORN: Victoria Realty, 523 N.
27th Street.

MS. ABED: Present.

MR EINGORN: Roger D. Machigal, 2500

Bai rd Bl vd.

MR 1ZZO  That case is ready.

MR EINGORN: Good evening, M. |zzo.

Mel any Garcia, NS Shernman 60 E. 28th
Street.

MR 1ZZO Al so ready.

MR EINGORN:  Thank you.

The next matter, 1426 M. Ephrai m Avenue,
LLC, please note that this matter will not be heard
tonight. It's going to be adjourned to January 8th

with no further notice. Notice for that matter was
proper. And this announcenent here will be notice
that that natter will be heard on January 8th. There
will be no further public notice whether publication
or by personal service or certified mail.

The next matter is Bilal D xon, 218 Mbrse
Street.

MR. DI XON: Here.

MR EINGORN: Good eveni ng.

Jonat han Gabay, 426 S. 6th Street. This

matter has been asked for an adjournnment. |Is M.
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Gabay present?

MR GABAY: Yes.

MR EINGORN: Good eveni ng, M. Gabay.
January is full. W'IlIl have to hear you on February
5th for that matter.

MR GABAY: February 5th.

MR EINGORN. So for everybody here for
436 S. 6th Street, if there is anybody, that matter
w Il be heard February 5th. No further notice. This
is notice of that adjournnent.

Next matter, Jonat han Gabay, 421 Chanbers
Avenue. We saw M. Gabay.

Canden County Growth, LLC, 3300 Federal
Street. This nmatter is going to be adjourned to
February 5th. Notice was proper so no further
notice. This is the notice of that adjournnent. |If
you're here for Canden County G owth, LLC, that wll
be heard February 5th.

St evens Housing, LLC, 1160 Haddon Avenue.

MR STEVENS: Present.

MR EINGORN: Present. Good eveni ng.

3250- 3252 River Road, LLC, SS River Road
80 E. Bergen Avenue. W'IlIl recall that.

In addition to what is on the agenda, the

foll ow ng nust be noted for the record. House of
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Restoration, LLC, 901 S. 4th Street. That is
continued to January w thout further notice.

Cannabi sta, LLC, 2035 Admiral W] son
Boul evard is al so continued to January w t hout
further notice.

Baird Blvd. Properties, LLC, 2640-2642
and 2648-2650 Baird Blvd., had deficient notice. |If
you're here for that matter, it will not be heard.

Barbara d ark, 314 Marlton Pike is also
deficient notice. It will not be heard tonight.

Macedoni a Bapti st Church, 812 to 814
Kai ghn Avenue. There was notice to the public but
the applicant didn't file an application. So if
you' re here for Macedonia Baptist Church, there's no
application. W just received notice. That's not
going to be heard. That wll conclude all the
addi ti onal announcenents. Thank you for your
attention.

Let's take the first matter in Ad
Busi ness, Jose M Cal deron, 1520 W/ dwood Avenue.
This is a continued matter. Public portion was
already closed, | believe. W have a | ot of people
in the building tonight and it's great and it's
wonderful to see all these faces. W don't get this

pl easure very often so that neans nore phones and
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nore di sturbances. So if you have a phone, if you
could please silence it now That would be really
appreci ated. Thank you.

So this is Jose Cal deron, 1520 W/ dwood
Avenue. This is a continued matter. We have counsel
present. Counsel, will you give us your appearance?

MR VIDAL: Yes. &ood evening. Edward
Vidal representing the applicant, M. Cal deron.

MR EINGORN: And if the Board wl|
recall, this was an application to convert a
single-famly hone into a duplex. The applicant is
requesting three bul k variances, |lot area, |ot wdth
and off-street parking. And | believe the applicant
provi ded testinony at the |ast neeting that he be
able to comply with the off-street parking
requi rements. |Is that correct, Counsel?

MR VIDAL: That's correct. And we
submtted further reports for review of a parking
pl an, a proposed parking pl an.

MR EINGORN. Geat. [|'ll swear in the
appl i cant.

JOSE M CALDERON, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as

foll ows:
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MR EINGORN. State your nane and address
for the record.

VMR, CALDERON: Jose M Cal deron, 109-16
200 Street, St. Al bans, New York.

MR EINGORN: And this is M. Cal deron?

MR CALDERON: Yes.

MR EINGORN. And, M. Interpreter, would
you raise your right hand?

Do you swear/affirmthat the
interpretation that you'll provide tonight will be
true and accurate to the best of your ability?

MR JEREZ: Yes.

MR EINGORN: If you would just state
your nane and address for the address, please.

MR JEREZ: Christian Jerez, 148 N. 25th
Street, Canden, New Jersey.

MR EINGORN. Thank you. |If you can just

have M. Cal deron present this into evidence;
what ever you want to say about it just so we can get

into the application.

MR VIDAL: W have extra copies of this,
bi gger copies of the building which we would like to
submt. M. Calderon, you were here the |ast nonth
and there were sone questions about parking. Do you
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remenber that?

MR, CALDERON:  Yes.

MR VIDAL: And you indicated to the
Board that you could create parking or additional
parking for the property

MR, CALDERON:  Yes.

MR VIDAL: Thank you. And you're
proposi ng to renove the existing garage?

MR CALDERON: Yes.

MR VIDAL: And that would create how
many spaces?

MR CALDERON: Four.

MR VIDAL: And the plans submtted here
they are plans that we submtted to the Board,
correct?

CALDERON:  Yes.
EINGORN: Is this a copy?
VIDAL: This is a copy.

233 %

EINGORN:. Geat. W will mark this
A-1 -- no, I'msorry. It wll be A-5. Continuing
fromlast nonth. M apologies. This is A-5to the
appl i cation.

So, again, this is a continued matter
fromlast nonth. W heard substantial testinony

regarding the applicant's intention and request for




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

12

bul k vari ances approvals. W' ve now seen evi dence of
the ability to provide off-street parking. W have
heard public testinony on this, | believe, from

Ms. Brooks and, | think, it was a Ms. Law ence but ny
nmenory is alittle faded on that one. And

M. Veneable was al so here. There were concerns
about the parking and an i ssue about duplexes in
Parkside is ny notes on that.

Does the Board have questions for the
appl i cant regardi ng the parking, regarding the
appl i cation?

VI CE- CHAIl RVAN COOPER: | do. The
configuration that you have here on the paper, how
w Il these cars be leaving out, comng in? It |ooks
i ke you're bl ocking cars.

MR, CALDERON: That's going to be just
one famly. | guess when one is com ng out then the
ot her one can just take the car out.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  So | et ne just get
this. This is going to be a dupl ex?

MR, CALDERON:  Yes.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER:  And you said it's
going to be one famly?

MR CALDERON: No, no. The top floor is
going to be for ny daughter. So it's going to be
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split. The bottomfor nme and the top for ny
daught er.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: Ckay. So on
record, you're going to live on the bottom and your
daughter is going to live up top?

MR, CALDERON:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: How many cars do you
have?

MR CALDERON: Two.

CHAI RMAN HANCE:  Ckay.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COCPER:  Two cars.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: You got two cars and

you have space for four?

MR CALDERON: Yes.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: And the way you're
showng it, this is the way out to get into the
street?

MR CALDERON: Yes.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: See how you have it
over here, so that's the exit right here, right?

MR, CALDERON:  Yes.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: So you have one way in
and one way out?

MR, CALDERON:  Yes.

MR. EINGORN: So Board is aware, the
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Zoni ng Ordi nance 230.F requires 1.75 spaces for a
two- bedroomunit. The testinony last tine was that
there be two 2-bedroomunits so they would need a
total of three-and-a-half-spaces. So four spaces
woul d cover -- it would be nore than three and a
hal f .

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  And that's the --
and all the setbacks and everything is sufficient?

MR EINGORN. Right. So the only bul k
vari ances they're requesting right now are the | ot
area. They have 3,300 square feet where they need
4,000. And lot width is deficient. They have a
30-foot |lot where they need 40 feet. So it's a
little bit deficient on the size.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: They can't get anynore.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  They're
| andl ocked.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Ri ght.

MR EINGORN:  Anynore questions?

MS. ALSTON:  No.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: There's a | ady
rai sing her hand.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER:  The public is
cl osed t hough.

MR EINGORN: W opened to the public at
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the last neeting. This is really just a rehash of
what was done |l ast nonth. And the ability to show
where the parking is.

VI CE- CHAIl RMAN COOPER:  To the Board, we
have been approving dupl exes that's not really
neeting all the requirenents that this gentleman here
has nmet for four parking spots. | think we shoul d
grant this.

MR, EINGORN: So last nonth we had
testinony that -- and the sane testinony that we're
hearing now. The applicant wants to create -- take
this single-famly hone and nmake it a duplex. He
wants to live on the first floor and his famly on
the second floor. And he's going to create four
par ki ng spaces to alleviate the parking need for
t hree-and-a-half spaces. And then it'll be two
bedroons on the first floor and two bedroons on the

second fl oor.

VI CE- CHAI RMAN COOPER: | nmake a notion to
accept .

M5. ALSTON:  Second.

MR EINGORN: We have notion and a
second. W will take a roll call.

CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Yes.
MR, EI NGORN: Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper --
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Excuse ne. Can we

make public comment since we weren't present the |ast

time?

MR, EINGORN: Public comment was cl osed
at the last neeting, ma'am |I'msorry. | can't see
you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You didn't provide
the summary of that facts that | have presented. And
the issue was the anmount of dupl exes that had
multiplied in that area of Parkside.

MR EINGORN:. Right. And | said that the
I ssue was raised that Parkside, that there's too nmany
dupl exes in Parkside. That's your testinony, right?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  That's what |
studi ed when that bl ock had al ready four new ones
up --

MR EINGORN:. Wait. Wait. [If we're
going to do this then just cone forward.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Ckay. Because |
want the nenbers who weren't here to understand.

MR EINGORN:  Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

L' TANYA BROOKS, having first been duly

sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
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foll ows:

MR El NGORN: Nane and address for the
record.

M5. BROCKS: L' Tanya Brooks, 1255 Enpire
Avenue.

MR ElI NGORN:.  Ckay.

MS. BROCOKS: Last nonth | did an anal ysis
of the Parkside area from Park Boul evard to Haddon
Avenue on the properties that were dupl exes. There
is a significant anount. W have Magnolia Gardens at
the end of our section. There's a big apartnent
conpl ex across there and historically been there
since | was born so at |east 50, 60 years or nore.
Then there's a whole addition of 10 or 20 on Enpire
Avenue and, again, on Magnolia Avenue. The bl ock
where this new duplex is, is between Park Boul evard
and Magnolia. There are three under construction at
the nonent and theirs on the corner.

At sone point in tinme, we have to | ook
and be in conpliance with this Gty plan, the
Redevel opnent Pl an that tal ks about Parksi de bei ng
single-famly units in their housing. You can't hold
sone peopl e accountabl e and then ot hers not

account able. Maybe we shoul d, as a Zoni ng Board or
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the Zoning Ofice, look into sone type of study
bef ore you keep approving until it gets out of
control .

MR EINGORN: Just for the record, this
is a permtted use in this zone. The issue is
related to ot size and lot width. It's not related
to the use itself.

M5. BROOKS: GCkay. Thank you.

MR EINGORN: | appreciate you com ng out
t oni ght .

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: | want to nake a
coment .

MR, EI NGORN. You can wei gh-in on your
deci sion to choose what you're doing. So we have a
noti on and a second.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Is this a public
portion? Are we allowed to speak on this?

MR EINGORN. Ms. Brooks wanted to get on
t he record what she had already said. Do you have
anything different to add?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  CQutsi de of the
fact that | live in the neighborhood. That is the
nei ghborhood that | live in. This particular area --

MR EINGORN. Is that the testinony you
brought last tine, right?
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, | didn't bring
this testinony at all. That's ny first testinony.

MR EINGORN: Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

SHELI AH GREENE, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR, EINGORN: Nane and address for the
record.

MS. GREENE: Sheliah G eene, 1262 Enpire
Avenue, Canden, New Jersey.

This particular building that's on the
corner of WIdwod and Magnolia, they're going to
take a variance to tear down the garage to put four
par ki ng spaces there. This is a small area. So when
you cone into Magnolia, you would have to turn
to be able to get there. Four parki ng spaces i s not
going to work in that area. It was built for two.
The garage was built for two. Now | used to work for
the Building Bureau so | get this. | understand.
|'ve worked for themover a year, two years so | get
this.

So with that part of is concerned, it's
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al ways going to be -- because parking wll be al ong
both sides of the street. Now if they're going to
have a place where they're going to be able to turn
in and park, it's not going to be enough space. They
can't park -- if you look at it this way, this is the
house on this side, the house that's here. This is

t he garage going this way. You would have to turn to
go in. So they would have to conme in and turn to go
in. If anybody is blocking that area, they can't get
out. If anybody parks there, they can't get out.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER:  Is there a
curb-cut there already.

MS. GREENE: There's a curb on the
cor ner .

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER:  But it's a
curb-cut for themgetting to that area?

MS. GREENE: Just for the garage area,
yeah. For the garage, there's a parking part. That
part goes there. But outside of that, com ng back
out, there's -- like right now, there's trucks that
doi ng work there. |If they have that there now,

t hese people would be trapped inside until the truck
IS gone cause you can't get out. So that's part of
t he problem

MR EINGORN: Wuldn't that be an
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enf orcenent problem though?

M5. GREENE: Enforcenent ?

MR EINGORN: Yes. |If soneone is
bl ocki ng a curb-cut and that would be an issue to
call a tow truck for enforcenent.

M5. GREENE: Well, that's like with all
the work that's bei ng done in Canden and everyt hi ng,
that's all of the trucks that's comng in and all the
construction trucks that's in there and we have
construction trucks there now That's part of what's
goi ng on right now

MR EINGORN. Right. But if sonebody was
bl ocki ng was your driveway, you would call a tow
conpany, right, or you'd call enforcenent?

M5. GREENE: Right.

MR EINGORN. So howis this any
different?

M5. GREENE: So this is different because
of the fact that the space that they're asking for is
not going to be able to hold four cars.

MR EINGORN: According to the parking
plan, it appears that the dinensions and I don't know
if you' d seen it.

M5. GREENE: 1Is it based on what size the

cars are?
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MR EINGORN. It's based on -- I'msorry,
nmy eyes are not very good anynore. So here's the
par ki ng pl an?

M5. GREENE: So this would be
considered -- this is Magnolia or this is comng in
from Magnolia? So you have to | ook at where it's
comng in from Because WI| dwod goes one way;
Magnol i a goes one way.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COCOPER:  Ri ght .

MS. GREENE: Because they both go one
way, it would only be one way in and one way out.

MR EINGORN. It |ooks |Iike Magnolia
woul d be here.

MS. GREENE: This way. So they woul d
cone in -- here's WI dwood.

MR EINGORN: Here's the alley. So it
| ooks like this is here. R ght?

MS. GREENE: Ckay.

MR EINGORN: So this |ooks |ike driveway
here. And he woul d knock down this two-car garage.
There woul d be a space here, here, here and here.

M5. GREENE: Ckay.

MR EINGORN: And this would be the
cur b-cut.

M5. GREENE: So they're coming in off of
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W | dwood. They're comng in this way and they're
comng this way. From what you' re saying right
there, those cars are comng --

MR EINGORN: Let's confirmthis one
second. So |I'm showi ng you what we' ve narked as
A-5 for identification. This is the preexisting
garage; is that correct?

MR CALDERON: Yes.

MR EINGORN. And this is a driveway; is
that correct?

MR CALDERON: Yes.

MR, EINGORN: And do the cars enter off
of Magnol i a?

MR CALDERON:  Yes.

MR, ElI NGORN. Does that answer your
questi on?

MS. GREENE: Yes, that does answer ny
question. | just see that this is going to be an

i ssue because cars are going to be parked al ong here
to this area and across the street. Wen they back
out, snow or whatever, and since we haven't seen snow
in years, but if that does happen, that's going to
becone a parking issue.

MR EINGORN: It's already |like this,
right? So they already have the same problem do




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

24

they not, just without a garage? They would just not

have a gar age.

M5. GREENE: If they don't have a whol e

set of famly people living there. These people are

| ocked in, these people are in the front, how do the

ot her people get out? How does that work? Because
you have two that's going to be up front and two
that's going to be in the back.

MR EINGORN:. Right. They're stacked.

MS. GREENE: Yeah.

MR EINGORN. That's his problem

VI CE- CHAl RMAN COOPER:  Hi s testinony on
record here stating that his daughter and himis
goi ng nove into this property.

M5. GREENE: Daughter and husband?

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  No. Him and his

daughter, they were going to nove into the property.

That's his testinony on the file here.
CHAl RMAN HANCE: They have two cars.

Now, the garage is preexisting so even if it was a

one-famly living there, they would still have the
sane issue but they're still going to park in the
gar age.

M5. GREENE: Now, you guys are famliar
wi t h Magnoli a?
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CHAI RVAN HANCE: |I'mfamliar. | used to
l'ive on Langhant | used to live on Langham Avenue. |
have famly on WI dwood; on the corner right there,
the Austins. | also have famly down there on
Kenwood, the Jenkins, so |I'mvery famliar. | grew
up in that area.

M5. GREENE: So you know how Langham i s;
how tight it is?

CHAl RMVAN HANCE:  Yes.

MS. GREENE: That's how Magnolia is.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Not to be disrespectful
but that would be their issue because it's |egal
because there's a curb-cut there for a garage.

M5. GREENE: Right.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: So they woul d have to
call a towtruck; they would have to call 911 if
they're trapped in there. And the sad part is, it's
a permtted use in that area.

VI CE- CHAIl RMAN COOPER:  Qur hands are tied
because they're com ng here with proof that they're
going to have off-street parking. And that's our
bi ggest conpl ai nt here. Wen people cone for
dupl exes, you got to have off-street parking. And
when you can't provide that to us, that's when we can

do things. But they're providing everything that
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t hey need to have this duplex here.
MR EINGORN: Thank you for com ng out.
M5. ATWOCOD: | want to know if there's
going to be a cut like driveway so that a sign could
put up for parking there?
MR EINGORN: The testinony was they
al ready have a curb-cut.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: They have a garage right

t here.

MR EINGORN:. We had a notion and a
second. W'I|| take a roll-call vote. Chairnman
Hance.

CHAl RMVAN HANCE:  Yes.

MR ElI NGORN: Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.

MR EINGORN: Reverend Marti nez.
REVEREND MARTI NEZ:  Yes.

El NGORN: Ms. Atwood.
ATWOOD:  No.

El NGORN:  Ms. Merri cks.
MERRI CKS:  Yes.

El NGORN: Ms. Al ston.
ALSTON:  Yes.

253035 3

El NGORN: Having five in favor and

one opposed, the notion carries. Thank you,
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gent |l enen, and have a nice night.

MR VIDAL: Have a nice night nmenbers of
t he Boar d.

MR CALDERON:. Thank you.

MR, EINGORN. The next matter, New
Begi nni ngs Behavi oral Health, 1300 Princess Avenue.

MR LARIO M. Chairman, Menbers of the
Board, good evening. M nane is Mchael Lario. [|I'm
an attorney with the firmof Nehmad, Davis
& Goldstein. |'mhere tonight on behalf of the
appl i cant, New Begi nni ngs Behavioral Health, LLC.

This is an application for use variance
relief. It concerns property at 1300 Princess
Avenue. As | stated, we're seeking use variance
relief and a waiver of site plan review in
connection with the establishnent of a community
resi dence at the subject site. The site is currently
the |l ocation of the New Begi nni ngs Behavi or al
Mnistry run by Pastor Amr Khan. It has been at the
site for many years now. This mnistry is
dedi cated to serving the |ocal comunity of Canden
and phil anthropic services for those addicted to
drugs and al cohol and for the | ocal honel ess
popul ati on.

Past or Khan has recently | ooked to expand
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this operation. There was a hope that in a nearby
muni cipality to establish this type of facility.
Unfortunately, that nmunicipality denied his request
and the applicant is involved in litigation right now
in Federal Court in connection with that. The
problemwi th that, there was obviously -- this
mnistry is serving those very nmuch at risk now.

That those recovering fromdrug and al cohol

addi ction, that denial, that litigation, has raised
sonmewhat of an unknown as to their |iving situation.
Wien you're dealing with individuals in recovery,

t hose question marks, those unknowns are particularly
dangerous. Qbviously, there is a risk with those
unknowns of potential rel apse there.

What Pastor Khan is proposing and what
the applicant is proposing in order to address that
is, to offer a short-termsolution for these
individuals within this treatnent plan. The
approval s that are sought are specifically in
connection with DCA |icensing requirenents and you'l
hear nore of that from Pastor Khan as to what that
nmeans for the site. But, ultimately, Pastor Khan is
| ooking to have eight individuals at the tail-end of
their treatnent. What that neans is, you'll hear

Past or Khan explain that these are individuals who
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are 99 percent done with their recovery process.
They' re working. They've been clean for an extended
anount of tine.

This living arrangenent allows themto
save noney; to have a secure position until that next
step; until they'll able to go and their own pl ace.
But, again, these are people that have started the
reintegration process back into the society. As |
stated, there will be eight individuals in this
facility. There wll be an individual on-site at all
times. But the best way | can describe this and
you'll hear testinony, it's a single-famly unit
here. They share roons together; they cook neals
together. There's no types of treatnent provided
here. This is areally a situation where these nen
are able to live together; provide the support they
need to one another; to, again, take that next step
and to reintegrate into society. It's a single
housekeeping unit is how the | aw | ooks at this.

This is a not a long-termfacility. The
average length of stay here is about six nonths.
That's what's found to provide themthe tinme needed
for themto get nore permanent placenent; a nore
permanent |living situation. But ultimately given the

uni queness of the situation, and you'll hear
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testi nony from Pastor Khan, what we are proposing is
ultimately this use will only exist for 18 nonths.
What we're saying is, we will put a Sunset Provision
in this proposal that after 18 nonths, this use wll
end. It's really in order to address this
unfortunate situation that this mnistry is found
itself in.

Wth that being said, though, there's
obviously a standard that this Board has to | ook at
t hese applications that we have to neet. This is an
i nherently beneficial use under the | aw and under
exi sting case law. Wat that neans is, this is a use
that furthers the public good; pronotes the public
interest. And you'll hear that testinony tonight,
the good that this type of facility does. And,
obviously, I'"'msure there's not many people in this
roomthat haven't been personally touched by
addi cti on.

Additionally, those in recovery are
deened as protected cl asses under Federal Law.

They' re disabled individuals. So the Americans Wth
Disabilities Act, the Federal Fair Housing Act, al

t hese Federal statutes are in play. Really
designated to protect these disabled class of people.

And what the |aw asks is, that a nunicipality nakes a
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reasonabl e accommodation. That's a phrase you'l
hear toni ght, reasonable acconmobdati on. W believe
that allowi ng these individuals to reside here, given
t he uni que circunstances here, is certainly a
reasonabl e accommodati on under the circunstances.
And, again, you'll hear testinony in support of that.
| nmentioned the neighbors and | know
there's sone nei ghbors here tonight. W have had a
neeting with neighbors. You'll hear Pastor Khan talk
alittle bit as to neeting sone of the concerns that
they raised in sone of the ways that we hope to
address those concerns. Utinmately, that's the brief
overvi ew of the application.

Wth we tonight | have Pastor Am r Khan
and | have our professional planner, M. Lance
Landgraf. M. Chairman, would you like to swear
those two in now or as they cone up to testinony?

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Do you want to do it al
now.

MR EINGORN: Yes. W generally swear
themin at the sane tine.

MR LARIO Ckay. Perfect.

LANCE LANDGRAF, P.P.; AM R KHAN, having

first been duly sworn/affirnmed, was exam ned and
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testified as fol |l ows:

MR EINGORN. State your nane and address
one at a tine.

MR, KHAN: Pastor Amr Khan, 42 Crooked
Lane, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034.

VR. LANDGRAF: Lance Landgraf, Jr.,

i censed New Jersey Planner and AICP Certification as
well, 9 South Hartford Avenue, Ventnor Cty, New
Jersey.

MR LARIO  So Pastor Khan, you' ve been
sworn in. You heard ne provide a little bit of an
intro as to New Begi nnings and what they do. Can
you, in your own words, describe to the Board a
little bit as to what New Begi nnings is and what kind
of services they provide?

MR KHAN: Agai n, thank you, Board for
being here tonight. To help present who we are and
what we do, | have a little presentation. Can
everybody see okay, the screen? And probably the
best way for ne to explain who we are and what we do.
So New Begi nni ngs, we've been around between the New
Begi nni ngs and the Nehem ah G oup, for the past 30
years serving the nost margi nalized community. One

of the things we do every single week, that's a notor
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home right there, a 38-foot notor hone. W took the
beds out in the back. W have three showers and a
washer and dryer. W pulled up for the narginalized
i ndi viduals, feed, clothed, get themoff the streets,
get theminto detox and into residential prograns and
that's done on a weekly basis.

As you can see, inside is retro-fitted.
We have three showers inside the RV along with a
washer and dryer that you can see on the bottom
| efthand picture. That's one of our pictures there
of downtown in Canden. W also have a food truck
t hat goes out and we pick up food from various
organi zations that donate food to us, Wawa,
Cheesecake Factory, on and on but that's our food
truck, | think, one of six -- one of eight |icensed
trucks like that in the Gty of Canden now. That's a
table typical week of our feeding individuals on a
Sat ur day.

Sone of the other things we do, we al so
do a back-to-school greeting. W've being doing that
now for five, six, seven, eight years where we put
men in front of the schools. Now, we're actually
doi ng wonen as well. And originally it was 100 nen
standing in front of the schools greeting everybody.

But the nmen get a big "wel cone back"” and the wonen
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get a rose, and that's always a great tine greeting
peopl e.

Sone of the things we also do at the top
of the lefthand side, we did a big | aptop give-away
inthe Gty of Canmden. | think it was about 50 or 60
| aptops that were given away while we were waiting
for the | aptops to becone available for the kids. So
during COVID they were able to learn. On the bottom
ri ght hand side, we're always giving out turkeys for
Thanksgi ving and various foods |like that. Al so on
the righthand side, you also will see -- is there a
probl emrecordi ng al so over here?

MR, EINGORN: We have a --

MR KHAN. No. |'m saying, can we record
this? | know we've done it in the past and been
al | oned and people --

MR EINGORN. We've never allowed public
recordi ngs.

MR KHAN: We're not allowed to record?

MR EINGORN: Not that |I'm aware of, no.
But while we're doing this, let the record reflect
t hat Pastor Khan referencing the photographs has a
slide show on the television and that's what the
phot ogr aphs he's referencing.

MR LARIO Counsel, we can certainly
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provide a copy of this. Can we mark it as Exhibit A
that this is slide-show presentation?

MR EINGORN: That's fine. W'Ill mark
Exhibit A-1 will be the slide-show presentati on.

MR KHAN.  So | know you haven't all owed
in the past, but am| allowed to have sonebody to
record now for our purposes?

CHAI RVAN HANCE: That would be up to the
Chai rman and t he Board.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: W never had a
recordi ng before.

MR EINGORN:  We've never had recording
before even with ZOOM

MR KHAN: No problem Ckay.

So sone of the other things we have,
that's our Christnmas give-away at Fordham and t ook
care of, | think it was, 500 or 600 famlies for our
Christmas gi ve-away. During COVID when a | ot of us
recei ved extra unenpl oynent or stinulus checks that
cane in the mail, our immgrant brothers and sisters
didn't receive anything during that tine period so
they are still a part of us. So because of a
generous donation, we were able to give a mllion
doll ars away. W gave away a $1, 000 bank card to a

1,000 different famlies; over a mllion dollars
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given away right there at the CROC Center. You can
see the lines going back there for several bl ocks.
We gave that away. That's the bank card gi ve-away.

Sone of the other things we do, we have
expungnents. W have two bi g expungenents com ng up.
One where we were part of a Canden County Col | ege on
MLK Day where we were expungi ng about 300 of our
returning citizens there. W also do it at Rutgers,
t he expungenent. We're doing that back at the CROC
Center in the spring. Sone of the other things we
have comng up, that's ne dressed as Santa O aus. W
go throughout the Gty and giving out toys at the
various schools, daycares and things |ike that.

And finally, that's the Martin Luther
Ki ng House. You guys are aware of that here in
Canden. Qur New Begi nni ngs purchased that two years
ago. That's where Dr. Martin Luther King stayed when
he was here going to Crozer Theol ogical Sem nary from
1948 to 1951. He stayed there on weekends and
summers. The great thing is, it's kind of rewiting
hi story because it was at that house where the
pl anned his first civil rights sit-in after he was
refused a neal at Mary's Cafe on Route 73 on June 11,
1950.

So we got a grant fromthat and that wll
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be turned into a nuseum And the ot next to it is
going to be a -- we're building a 20,000 square foot
Martin Luther Kind Center for Social Justice. It
ki nd of gives you an idea sone of the things we have.
That's John Lewis there before his death. He cane in,
stood in front of the house and he spoke about the
i nportance of this house. And | have a quote from
him He says on the lefthand corner, "This piece of
hi storial real estate nust be saved for generations
yet unborn.” This year alone, we fed over 48, 000
nmeal s. Thirty-seven hundred, and it's higher than
t hat now, beds since July of 2022. The average
person that goes through our program goes through
1,400 hours of therapy in a given year. And we've
pl aced about 100 in housing. These are just sone
pi ctures of the nen in the house. Again --

MR LARIO Before we get into the house
specifically --

MR KHAN: Yes.

MR LARIO -- let's talk nore generally.
Cbvi ously, these photos, you're on the frontlines
right nowin the comunity?

MR KHAN: Yes.

MR LARIO \What have you seen of this

epi dem ¢ of addiction specifically in this |ocal
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conmuni ty.

MR KHAN.  Well, you know, when you're
t al ki ng about New Jersey, Canden is the second
worse; only second to Essex or the Newark area. W
have a trenendous issue here. W in knowthat a | ot
of individuals cone fromthe outside because of
resources here in the Cty of Canden. W have been
able to get themoff the streets; get theminto
progranms, not necessarily this house, but get them
into outside prograns, go through detox, go through
| ongterm care.

And then get themto transitional housing
so they can transition back into society. The nen
we' re tal king about here, mcro-individuals that have
al ready went through that. Every purpose, these guys
should be in other prograns, back into society
already in their apartnents. W allow themto stay
here up to a year free of charge. They're working;
they're in school. Let them save up noney so they
cannot just be a renter but many of them are novi ng
ri ght now t owards honeowner shi p.

MR LARIO Ckay. Let's talk about the
house. Can you explain a little bit as to the
operations of this house?

MR KHAN. As you can see, this is a good




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

39

pi cture for you to ask that question. There you see
sone of the classes. This is part of the operation.
You'll see the nmen there around the table taking
classes. R ght now they just finished a financial
literacy class. There's a digital literacy class.
That's a graduation at the bottomrighthand corner
That is the house right there. You saw the pictures.
We al so have 24-hour surveillance, video surveillance
at the house at all tinmes. So if you | ook at your
canera right now, there are actual caneras which

can bring it up on ny |Iphone or on ny |Ipad. You can
see we have caneras outside, inside. Qbviously, not
in the bedroons or bathroons. But it's also
monitored 24 hours by full-tine staff. And it's

noni tored by video caneras. So that's kind of a

typi cal day.

This is, if I close out with this, this
is what we call the three-1legged stool. W just
don't get residential. A of |ot people mght be
shelters where they go in at night and conme back out
in the norning. Sone people just feed; sone people
are maybe are just day prograns. The three-|egged
stools, we give longtermresidential; we give MAT and
clinical which is Medical -Assisted Treatnent. That

m ght be Met hadone. They m ght have net hadone. They
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m ght have Soboxin. Those are bl ockers to drugs.
And, of course, new job training and job rediness.
That's pictures of the house right there. You can
see the house; you see the outside; you see the
parking lot; you see typical bedroonms. W have four
bedroons |i ke that and the kitchen. So a typical
day --

MR LARIO I'mgoing to junp in real
qui ck. | just handed out an aerial photograph of the
subject site. Counsel, this is Exhibit B.

MR EINGORN: | have A-2, if that's
acceptable. Applicant-2.

MR LARIO Absolutely. A-2.

MR KHAN. That's the house. This is ny
father right here. Very proud of this. He was a
doctor here in Canden for 54 years. He passed away
about 15 years ago. At the tinme after ny father
passed, we could have just sold the property and be
done with it. W kept it as a mnistry; using it;
hel pi ng peopl e stay here; never charging rent; |et
people stay in here free of charge until they back on
their feet.

| woul d never allow anything to happen in
t he Parkside community where | grew up on Princess

Avenue, 1472 Princess Avenue. This street i s naned
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after nmy father. That's nyself and ny sister and
brothers there standing on the left picture. This is
t he house that we are using. And, again, we' ve been
all owi ng people, using the sane spirit of ny father
down for the past six decades now.

That's everything on this. |'mfinished.
But this is a short little video of our graduati on.
We just had a short graduation of sone of the nen.
Sone of the nen are here; sone are in school or they
are working right now But if you want to watch, we
have a full screen if we can. Then we'll go ahead
and let you see this two to three-m nute video where
you can actually see recent a graduation and you can
see exactly what takes place inside the house. You
can go ahead and start the video Pastor Tim

(At which tinme, a televised video is
shown.)

(At which time, the video has concl uded.)

MR LARIO So that does a good job of
show ng the end resulting of graduates of this
progr anf?

MR KHAN. Yes. And the ones that are in

t he program now.
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MR LARIO Let's talk about the program
right now As we see stated, it's eight individuals
in the house, correct?

MR KHAN: Yes.

MR LARIO It's a faith-based program
So what does that nean?

MR KHAN: Well we're nonprofit. |I'ma
Pastor, of course. So even though we have
counsel i ng; we have MAT; we have all those things.

We believe that the bottomline is that it's Jesus
that brings deliverous healing for our individuals.
So we're faith-based. There are Bible studies that
are done every week. There's church services.
There's prayer. They understand that it's based upon
the word of God and it's faith-based.

MR LARIO This application what we're
| ooking for, it's in connection with licensing that's
required by the Departnment of Community Affairs,
correct?

MR KHAN: Yes.

MR LARIO And specifically, their
license, they |ook at this and define it as a shelter
|icense. That's what notice that went out?

MR KHAN: Correct.

MR LARIO Now, when you're | ooking at
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this, you stated it's the sane individuals that are
there for that six-nonth period. This isn't

sonet hing where it's an open door that soneone who

wal ks off the street. These are individuals who have

gone through the program they're at the concl usion
of it. As you stated, they are about to take that
next step into becomng a full nenber of society but
they're not quite there yet.

MR KHAN: Correct. This program this
house, is solely those that have al ready graduati ng
and probably should be already on their way to an
apartnent. This is just kind of a shared living to
hel p them save on their finances and give the
necessary support.

MR LARIO Two to a room woul d be
st andar d?

MR KHAN:. Two to a room yes.

MR LARIO. Now, there's DCA regul ati ons
in connection with the roomsizes. Really
everything, the interior of this structure, has to
neet all those PCA regul ations, correct?

MR KHAN:. Absolutely. Correct.

MR LARIO And we'll agree to a
condition of approval that we'll satisfy all those

regul ati ons?
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MR KHAN:. Absolutely.

MR LARIO Ckay. Now, the residents,
they' Il cook together; they're clean together. Can
you explain the bond, themliving together, what that
does?

MR KHAN:. You know what took pl ace,
Board, was that once these gentlenen froml ast year
cane together and cane out of their downward spiral
and then cane together and they all becane victorious
together. W run a great a success rate where nost
people run a 73, 75 percent recidivism neaning,
seven out of ten go back. W run a 90 percent
success rate. N nety percent, the highest in the
state because of how we do it; full-tinme staff and
t he support and everything else. So it created a
great bone. It's a famly. W call this the New
Begi nnings Fam ly. The staff is famly. And we do
everyt hing together.

MR LARIO Ckay. Now, the plan was not
al ways to have this use here. It was due to sone
unfortunate circunstance that we've had to submt
this application?

MR. KHAN: Correct.

MR LARIO Now, obviously, as |'ve

nmenti oned, there's ongoing litigation. But,
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general ly, w thout being specific, that took place to
require this?

MR KHAN. Ckay. So the only reason why
we're here at this property in Canden is because of
another facility, a very large facility that we had
and there were sone issues with the township. W
turned around and a week before the township, the
sane staff presented and approved an inherently
beneficial use. They still chose to vote no. And
because of that, | guess the courts allowed for the
appeal process. So it's now being sued in Federal
Court as we speak.

MR LARIO  And | bring that up because
this is sonmewhat unique as | nmentioned the Sunset
provision. It's sonething that is not very comon in
t he Munici pal Land Use Law. It's not sonething that
| think this Board has seen nmuch because it frankly
doesn't happen that often. Usually wth a use
variance, it runs with the land; it runs in
perpetuity forever.

What we're saying is, we don't need this
to run forever. Wat we're saying is, we feel we
nmeet that standard. Again, you'll hear professional
pl anni ng testi nony that says, we neet the standard

for this use. Wth that being said, though, we
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really need it now because of the situation that the
applicant finds thenselves in. And, therefore,
they're willing to agree to this 18-nonth provision.
That if this is approved as a condition of that
approval 18 nonths after the resolution is adopted,
what we're tal king about here will not continue at
the site. And, again, we feel that what that does
and | know there were sone concerns that were
brought, you had a neeting with the nei ghbors,
correct?

MR KHAN: Yes, we did.

MR LARIO And one of their concerns was
obvi ously, because these approvals run with the | and,
what happens if you no longer own this site; if you
nove away. And that's an understandabl e concern.

And we feel that this 18-nonth Sunset Provision adds
that | evel of protection, correct?

MR KHAN:. Absolutely. Mre than
enough. | nean, this is a small house conpared to
our grants that we take care of when we run our other
facility. W could have themup to 150. So this is
a small house that really, the qualifications or the
requirenents that we have to serve a |l ot nore than
t he eight people here. So it's just a snall

portion. Even if there were issues, we had to find
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sonet hi ng bi gger anyway.

MR LARIO | know with the those
conversations with the neighbors in anticipation of
this neeting, another thing was | andscapi ng of the
site and we agreed, we'll go out and we'll add
additional |andscaping to this site. | knowit was a
concern that was raised. W're happy to do those
Site betternents.

MR KHAN: Yes. Absolutely.

MR LARIO Those are all the questions
| have for Past Kahn as to an operati onal
standpoint. Qur planner will conme up next with sone
prof essional planning testinony. But if there's any
oper ati onal questions, M. Khan can answer them

MR EINGORN. So are there any nedi cal
addi ctions services that are going to be taking place
at this property?

MR KHAN. No, not at this property.

MR EINGORN:. | think you're fine.

For conpl ete transparency, the subm ssion
whi ch 1 ooks to be a letter, New Beginnings is at the
top. It says, "Re: 1300 Princess Avenue." And it
begins, "Greetings. M nanme is Pastor Amr Khan."

It is undated. It's part of the subm ssion packet

but it is undated. For the record, part of it
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reads. "New Life. Medical Addiction Services |ed by
Dr. Savon." |Is that how you pronounce it?

MR KHAN: Yes.

MR EINGORN:. "Who is our partner at Canp
Cedar Knoll." The issue is that Vice-Chairnman Cooper
isin the enploy of Dr. Savon. | think, as a |egal
matter if Dr. Savon is not providing services at this
property, that | don't believe there to be a
conflict.

MR LARIO Just to confirm | think this
is agood tinme toclarify. Utimtely, the
i ndi viduals here, while they may go to AA or NAD
nmeetings, they're not receiving treatnment on-site,
correct?

MR KHAN:. They graduated from | OP and OP
which is intensive outpatient. Most individuals here

graduated, Pastor Tim about four, five, six nonths

ago?

PASTOR TIM  Yes.

MR KHAN. So quite a while ago that was
finished. But we still partner with Dr. Savon and

refer people outside of our area. And then
Dr. Savon would deal with them at that point.
Just an interesting point, they' re not

even allowed to conme and service people. They have
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to have a separate license if they wanted to go
renotely outside of their |ocation.

MR LARIO Thank you, M. Khan.

MR EINGORN: Are there other questions

for Pastor Khan before we take the professional

pl anner ?

M5, ATWOOD: |I'mjust wondering if five
days was enough for detox. It says, "Qur programis
five days." O do you nean it's five days a week?

| s that what you nean?

MR KHAN:. For detox itself, it ranges.
It can go anywhere fromthree days on up to seven
days, even 14 days. It depends on the assessnent.
Once they cone in there's a psyche eval; there's
assessnent. Everybody is different based upon the
drug. You have a choice and their addiction. So
that's an average of five days.

MR LARIO  You're not proposing detox at
this facility?

MR KHAN. No, it's not. | just want to
make sure you under stood of how det ox works.

MR LARIO The detox would be a nore
medical -- usually it's nore nedical assisted. These
i ndi vi dual s have been --

MR KHAN:. Goi ng through the whol e
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program

MR LARIO Yes. | know |I'mrepeating
nysel f sonmewhat. They are at the tailend of the
process here. | nean, they've been --

MR KHAN:. They' ve al ready been through
det ox; they've already been through their 10P, their
OP. They've conpleted all of that successfully.
We're very proud of them

CHAI RVAN HANCE: | have a coupl e of
questions. M first is, have you | ooked anywhere
el se to put this program at?

MR, KHAN: Yes, we have. Once the
situation happened this past summer at the ot her
| ocati on, we | ooked around at different |ocations
where we can go. |It's just that we had this facility
already. It has been in our famly for six decades.
It's sonething that we owned right out. So we
t hought, what obvi ous place to take them here
especially since we've been using it for the sane
pur pose of shared living and hel pi ng people for the
past 12 years since ny father passed.

So have | | ooked specifically at other
| ocations at this point? No, | haven't. However,
talking to the mayor, they're going to take us around

dependi ng on how we need to be and | ook at ot her
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properties. But whatever properties we |ook at, we
woul d still have to cone to the sanme zoni ng board.

CHAIl RMAN HANCE: |'m goi ng to back up and
say, you said you use it before people staying there
for free?

MR KHAN. OCh, yes, for free of charge.
Never charge anybody for 12 years now. Peopl e that
are in need; people that nmay be were losing their
house. They needed six nonths to stay. People that
graduati on prograns that want to save up nobney, we've
been doing that for 12 years now in that | ocation.

MR LARIO That's part of the mnistry.

MR KHAN:. That's part of the mnistry,
correct.

CHAI RMVAN HANCE: So ny second question
is, is this honelessness; is it prison; is it
addi ction? Were are we at wth that?

MR KHAN. That's a great question.
Those three things --

CHAl RMAN HANCE: AIl go together

MR KHAN. They all go together. Wen
t he people that you serve and we all have and it's
not like this side of the tracks or that side of the
track matters, everybody and we all experience in our

fam lies. So drug addiction, incarceration and even
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honel essness. Because honel essness is just not out
there in downtown Canden at the transit center. |It's
couch-surfing; it's staying in a car; it's staying at
Monte's so forth and so on.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Are they com ng out of
prison?

MR KHAN: Everybody that cones to our
program woul d have al ready been t hrough anot her
programfirst. So in other words, they don't cone
right out of prison right to our place.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: They cone from di fferent
types of prograns.

MR KHAN: We have a half dozen different
facilities that are sending facilities. They go
there first and they go through all the detox or
what ever it mght be then they cone to us for the
final stage.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: So you're actually the
| ast resort?

MR. KHAN: Not last resort. |It's the
| ast st age.

MR LARIO The | ast step.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Right. The |ast step of
t hat progranf

MR KHAN. And then you scan those
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i ndi viduals as they're comng in, correct?

MR, KHAN: Even with all that, we still
and this is done through New Life, they do a conplete
t wo-day screening before they even to cone to us.
Even t hough they've already been through the program
they have all their nmedical records transferred to
them They do a psyche eval; they do the whol e
i ntake process. They do all that before it even
cones to us.

MR, LARIO The individuals with violent
crimes, sex crimes those --

MR KHAN. W don't accept that. They
woul dn't even get past the intake process with New
Life.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: M next question,

t hroughout the program wll you guys drug-test
t hroughout the progrant

MR KHAN:. Absolutely. Every single
week. A week doesn't go by we test. One, we're
mandat ed. W get funded through DCA, DHS and DOC
So there's certain requirenents and qualifications
t hat we have. So every single week, everyone is
tested and 1"'mso glad that this group that we have
in the house right now, every week clean. They're

doi ng outstanding. And over the past eight, nine,
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ten nonths, | think, there was just one person we had
to put out.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Ckay. |'m not done
yet .

MR KHAN. Actually put out. Referred to
anot her facility.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Now you sai d that they
use bl ood -- drug bl ockers, anti-Soboxin, whatever
you want to call it.

MR KHAN:. Yes, Soboxin, Methadone things
i ke that.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Can you al so get hooked
on that? O how long do they have to use that?

MR KHAN. |I'mgoing to go on record
saying this. | don't necessarily like -- they're
bl ockers. They're good and they hel p peopl e.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Ri ght.

MR KHAN: |'ve seen great success. W
don't like the fact that people get on them and they
stay on them

CHAl RMAN HANCE: But that's a drug al so;
am| correct?

MR KHAN. It is a drug, correct.

However, we get our doctors to wean themoff. W can

bring in people today and you can neet them
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i ndi viduals that were at 125. You have your zero and
they're just getting the shot. So these are
i ndi vidual s that maybe started on the MAT, which is
Medi cati on Assisted Treatnent, but now they've
al ready weaned of f.

MR LARIO They're adm nistered by a
nmedi cal doctor as part of their overall treatnent
pl an.

MR KHAN:. Exactly right, yes.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: |'m kind of famliar
withit. M last question to you is --

MR. KHAN:  For now.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Yes. | want to put this
on record. And you already answered it. All the
war ehouses we have in Canden al so outside of Canden,
woul dn't that be a better place for you then to have
it inside of a neighborhood wwth famlies and
children? This is where | amswrling at right
her e.

MR KHAN.  You know, it's a good point.
And | guess if we were in the beginning stage of the
program These are individuals that you want to
simul ate back into society. You don't want to stick
themin a warehouse. | could do that maybe the first

three, four, five, six nonths. These are individuals
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that if we close the office down tonorrow, they'll be
renting apartnments and houses in Parksi de anyway.
These are individuals that are already finished.
They're doing great. As a matter of fact, | would
venture to say than nost of our brothers in Canden.
We have 24-hour support. W have surveillance. You
have urine speci nens and you have counseling and
pastors there to support you. |It's probably better
t han nost even hones for people comng out of prison
or comng off the streets for brothers that need
hel p.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: |'mgoing to back it up
because | didn't nmean warehouses the way you put it.
| meant as a school. So I'mgoing to push it a
little further right now. Al the vacant schools we
have in Canden right now, you got a school, you got a
gym you got a nurse's office, and you could put
offices in that school. Wuldn't that be so nuch
better?

MR KHAN: | would love it. W're
actually |l ooking at the schools. The only chall enge
i's, you know the schools like |I know the school s that
are cl osed down --

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Ri ght.

MR KHAN:. You're tal king about probably
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two to three years between pl anni ng, zoning, soft
costs, renovations and everything else to even get

t hat door open. W needed sonething imredi ately and
|'"'m determned now. | wasn't about to take these

ei ght brothers that are doing extrenely well, and put
them out on the streets.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: My last one and I'm
done. So is this a tenporary house that you're
trying to do here or is it going to be a 'forever
house,' neaning, this is where you start at and then,
say, a year later, you get a school or two years
later, wll you close that up and then nobve everyone
to that area?

MR KHAN:. This is absolutely going to be
tenporary. M/ |lawer nentioned that, M ke, about the
Sunset Provision. W absolutely want it tenporary.
It doesn't neet our requirenents for our grants.

It's only tenporary in the neantinme. And if it was
up to us, we wouldn't even go this route. But DCA
requi res anyone to have a quote unquote shelter
license. And | hate the nane because it gives the
connot ati on of Joseph House or sonething like that.
This is nore of a transitional house or shared
l'iving.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Thank you so nuch.
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MR KHAN. Thank you.

M5. MERRICKS: | have a question. So
this is a nmal e-gender-based progranf

MR KHAN. Yes, it is. For us it's only
mal e.

M5. MERRICKS: What's the age limt
because | heard you say DHS and I'mtrying to figure
out what's the age limt that you take?

MR KHAN. DHS is the Departnent of
Heal th and Services. Eighteen and above. Only
adults. No children.

M5. MERRICKS: One nore question. So if
a person rel apses, what do you do with thenf? You
sai d they kicked out?

MR. KHAN. Yes. There was one person
during the tinme period over the past eight, nine
nmont hs. And the person rel apsed because of one
curfew. There's a curfew of what tine they're
suppose to be in. And also, they tested positive
for marijuana. OCh, well, it's legal. No. W have
rul es and regul ati ons at our house. And we have zero
tolerance. They net with him wote himup. W
tried even to give him another chance. Sane thing
happened so he had to be referred to another

program Because we don't want anyone to trigger.
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See, that's the key about where you' re dealing with
seven, eight guys in the house. You bring sonebody
el se in, they nessed up and it can trigger other
peopl e so you don't want that.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: At this house just
i ke you said, the trigger, soneone goes and nesses
up and you put himout. Wat type of security do you
have there? |If this person cones back angry and
wants to shoot the house up or whatever, now we're in
a residential area, and what do we have to secure the
resi dents?

MR KHAN.  We have 24-hour staff 365 days
a year. \Wwere is Nate? Stand up Nate. Does your
shirt say, Big Nate? Yes, so we have 24-hour staff.
Nate is; I'mstaff; Pastor Timis staff; Pastor
Arnold is staff; Pete Benson back there is staff. |
nmean, we got full-tinme staff that are there 24-hours
a day. And | would venture nobody else has that in
Canden or anywhere el se.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER: And who regul ates
you guys? Now, you're saying that you got two beds
in aroom Now, you get into a jam You need to
bring six guys in right away.

MR KHAN:. W can't --

MR LARIO The State of New Jersey,
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t hese are very heavily regul ated by the DCA,
Departnment of Community Affairs. They have a stack
of regulations and it's honestly about that big,
about room size, bathroom size, the size of the door
franme. |If we break any of those regul ations, we
could potentially lose our license. And if we |ose
our license, we |lose funding. | nean, it's serious
ram fications. They inspect it. That they're there
to inspect the site --

MR KHAN. On-site inspections.

MR LARIO -- and do on-site inspections.
So there's a level of oversight fromthe state from
that you're saying that makes sure that we adhere to
t hose regul ations at all tines.

MS. ALSTON: The tenants there, is there

a curfew?

MR KHAN: Curfewis 11:30 p. m

M5, ATWOOD: When you knew that you were
going to have nove fromMIlville, | guess that's

where the other place is --

MR KHAN: Yes.

M5. ATWOOD: -- why is it that you didn't
cone here and ask us for perm ssion before you noved
t he people into 1300 Princess Avenue?

MR KHAN. Thank you. Again, this was
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nore of a technicality. W have individuals that
were staying at that house prior to that. Wat we
have been doing all along, adhering to the fire codes
and all owi ng people to cone in the house. 1It's not a

boardi ng hone. W don't charge rent. So we've been

doing this all along. | didn't even know this was
going to be an issue. | didn't know the state was
going to say, DCA, well, during this interimtine

peri od, you need a quote unquote shelter license. So
i medi ately we contacted Dr. WIIlianms and he
instructed us what we're to do; fill out the
application and we've been obviously trying to get
here before a quorum so we can speak.

MS. ATWOOD: |Is this the sane probl em
that you had in MIlville as what you' re having here
now? | don't understand.

MR LARIO W're inthe -- it's tough
because | think we want to answer your question but
we're litigating so it's tough to speak too nuch
because of litigation. |It's in Federal Court. |It's
ongoing. | can just say that the issues in
MIlville, as of right now, are very different.
| mean, ultimately you were able -- we presented. |
don't want to speak too much about it. But | think

we're no where near where that was. | think this is
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very different.

M5. ATWOOD: Can you explain to ne
because | don't understand the terns that you're
usi ng about Sunset Provisions?

MR LARIO Wien this Board's grants a
use variance, it runs with the |land. What that neans

under the Minicipal Land Use Law and Case Law, it

runs with the property. [It's not to Pastor Khan.
It's not to the individual property owner. It
attaches to the land. So you can sell it; you can
buy it.

And t hose approvals, they go on forever.
They go with the land fromone property owner to the
next. Wat we're saying is, we don't need that. W
don't need this to run forever because we don't know
down the road, and this was a concern raised by the
nei ghbors, who is going to occupy this site and what
cones with it.

What we're saying is, we have a very
specific problemw th a very specific tine frane and
we need assistance for this 18-nonth wi ndow. So
we're willing -- the Sunset Provision at the end of
18-nonths, to say these approvals end, they're over.
We can't operate this froma state |icensing

prospective anynore. W won't have this as the
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shelter license as a community residence. That wl|
end.

M5. ATWOOD: Is there any plan to expand
the property to nmake it bigger for nore people to be
able to stay there?

MR LARIO No, there's not. The eight
people we're saying, that'll be a condition; you can
have no nore that eight people. And, again, not only
wll that be a condition of your approval but it's
all state regul ati ons which dictate how many peopl e.
So for us to try to get nore there, we'd be running
agai nst - -

M5, ATWOOD: |'mtal king about building a
bi gger bui |l di ng?

MR LARIO No plans. And we woul d have
to conme back. And we would make that a condition
t hat any buil di ng expansion, we'd have to cone back
here. But |'msaying that it won't be an issue
because there are no plans to do that.

VI CE- CHAI RMAN COCPER: I f we do vote and
vote you guys, | will put a stipulation in. \Were
these trailers are, no other trailers could conme on
to this property to house peopl e.

MR KHAN: Yes. No problem

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: It | ooks |ike you
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can get a couple nore trailers on here. And, you
know, that's your |and and you got use for it.

MR LARIO W would have no probl em
agreeing to that.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER: | woul d definitely
make a stipul ation.

MR EINGORN: When was the first tine
that you started using the property for this current
use?

MR LARIO Wiat's tough is, it was
al ways the Mnistry always provided a roof for
sonmeone who needed it. | think it was a little |ess
formal than what we're proposi ng now.

How | ong has the mnistry operated at
t hat bui |l di ng?

MR KHAN. Since ny father passed in
2010, fromthat point on and | got wth ny brother
and we said, what are we going to do? | said, well,
we can use it for our mnistry. And the famly said,
yeah, go right ahead. They loved it. This was
spirit of ny father. So we continued doing that. So
for the past 12, 13 years, we've been doing exactly
what we're doing.

The only difference now, it's a lot nore

structured only because of our plans through the
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State of New Jersey. |If not, we would just continue
doi ng what we're doing now, using it as a mnistry
center. And how we've been operating at this
bui |l di ng and other buildings for things like this
under the Religious Land Use Act, we'd be just been
knowi ng that churches are allowed to help the

honel ess; help people in need and that's how we' ve
been operating.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: So we're going to back
up a little bit. Now we're asking, when did you
start with the schools and all that stuff you're
sayi ng?

MR KHAN. It was the end of May; end of
May or begi nning of June, sonething like that.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: So this happened --
where did it happen at when you first had your
I ssues, it was in what town or city?

MR KHAN. Mllville.

MR LARIO | hate that we can't but we
can't tal k about it.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Just tell nme where it

happened at. That's all |'m --
MR EINGORN. Well, it's technically --
CHAI RVAN HANCE: | nean, where did it
start?
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MR EINGORN:. -- public record being in
Federal Court.

MR KHAN. | think it's already on
record.

CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Ckay.

MR LARIO |I'mhesitant to discuss it.

MR EINGORN: | get it.

CHAIl RMAN HANCE: No, |'mjust sayi ng,
when you stopped there then you noved it?

MR KHAN: Correct. Cane to Canden.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: And what year was

t hat ?

MR KHAN. It was just --

CHAI RMAN HANCE: 20237

MR KHAN. This year. | guess beginning
of June.

MR LARIO And you submtted the
application here as soon as you realized that had to
t ake pl ace?

MR KHAN: Yes.

MR LARIO W submtted the application
obvi ously and we were here |last nonth and there was a
guorumissue. But we were trying to get in front of
this Board with this.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: | know it was cancel ed a
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couple of tines. W didn't have quorum

MR KHAN: Yes.

M5. ATWOOD: | notice that your brother
is the owner of the property. |Is he in agreenent
with what you're doing with the property and why
isn't he here and do we have a letter that says
t hat ?

MR KHAN. One, ny brother is a thousand
percent "Amr in the spirit of ny dad." He's the
oldest. He and | are the executors. So, yes, the
house is under his nane. M dad |left properties to
us all. He is under it. To answer your question
directly, we also have a | ease because we needed to
submt that to
the --

M5. ATWOOD: You're leasing it from
hi nf

MR KHAN. Technically, I'mleasing it
fromhim yes.

MR LARIO And that was submtted as
part of the application. It was submtted as part of
the State application. And we can submt a copy of
that to this Board as well.

MR KHAN. Whuld you like a copy of it?

MR EINGORN: For the record, the |ease
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is part of your packet. The |least is dated
August 1st, 2023.

MR LARIO If there are no further
guestions for Pastor Khan, our planner, just real
qui ck, sonme planning testinony in support of the
relief. M. Landgraf.

MR EINGORN. For the record, has already
been sworn and he can proceed. |'massum ng you want
todo alittle voir dire first?

MR LARIO  Yes.

If you could, M. Landgraf, to provide
your credential s?

MR, LANDGRAF: Sure. M nane is Lance
Landgraf. |'ma professional planner in the State of
New Jersey. | have been licensed 1991. |'ve been
practicing in the professional planning field since
1987. Like | said, I'"'malso certified by Al CP which
is a national certification that allows ne to testify
in other states, as well as shows an expertise in
Mast er Pl anni ng work throughout the State of New
Jersey.

| currently sit as the planner for the
City of Brigantine. |'ve represented Millica
Townshi p, Port Republic, Northfield; nostly Atlantic

County. But |'ve done work for your Board in the
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past for the hospital quite sonme tinme ago. |
currently sit as a director of planning for the CRDA
in Atlantic Gty.

MR LARIO | offer M. Landgraf as an
expert in professional planning.

CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Yes.

MR EINGORN. The Board will accept
M. Landgraf as a professional planner.

MR LARI O Thank you.

MR LANDGRAF. Thank you.

MR LARIO You heard a little bit
operationally obviously that we are requesting a use
vari ance here. If you could, starting with just the
normal. 1t's an inherently beneficial use what we
are proposing. But if you could, under the
tradi tional use variance, can you speak a little bit
to the Board as to the justification for that?

MR, LANDGRAF: Sure. And you guys are
used to that because you see use variances quite
often. So the use variance, the d(1), which is what
you normal ly ask for and what we' re asking for,
requi res Special Reasons. Those are outlined in the
Muni ci pal Land Use Law. You have to find that the
site is particularly well-suited. And then you go

t hrough those A through P Criteria and any of those
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that fit into your -- what you feel or what | would
feel, fits into the criteria for that particul ar
site. And | would provide that testinony to you

And you'll hear sone of those toni ght because | think
we fit into both of those.

The second prong of that is the Negative
Criteria. And that's where we're not a detrinent to
your Zone Pl an, your Zoning Odinance or the
character of that nei ghborhood. Because of this type
of application, an inherently beneficial use
application and the Minicipal Land Use Law is very
clear, community residences and group honmes are an
i nherently beneficial use under the Minicipal Land
Use Law. That takes sone of that criteria out of our
bur den.

The Positive Criteria, the first prong
that | tal ked about, is actually already addressed
because the state already says, you are an inherently
beneficial use. So that Positive Criteria is renoved
fromour burden. Then we have to go into what's
known as the Sica Case and the criteria under the
Negative Criteria that nust be addressed.

So just going to N J.S. A 40:55 D4,
defines an i nherently beneficial use as a use which

is universally considered of value to the community
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because it fundanentally serves the public good and
pronotes the general welfare. You probably heard
sone of that |anguage before in Purpose A of the
Muni ci pal Land Use Law Purposes of Zoning. That's
what a ot of -- the first criteria that you try and
hit is a general welfare: What are you providing to
the general public? And that is already approved for
us under this inherently beneficial use.

There's typically three ways to address a
d(1l) use variance. The first is inherently
beneficial use. The second is, denial of the use
variance would result in undue hardship. That's not
us. We're not asking for that. And the third is,
the site, the proposed site would pronote the general
welfare that it is particularly suited for the
proposed use. And I'mgoing to use sone of that in
nmy testinony as well, as you would normally hear from
a typical d(1).

So we are designhated as an inherently
beneficial use, drug, alcohol, rehabilitation
facilities. There's case |aw on that, churches and
ot her places of worship and public-interest housing.

I n such circunstances, we're proposing inherently
beneficial use. The well-suited decision [aw from

t he New Jersey Suprenme Court focuses on the Negative
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Criteria and that's the Sica Case, Sica v. Board of
Adj ust ment Township of Wall. It's a bal ancing test.
The Sica asked four questions that, what can
reasonably be done to make this use fit into that
nei ghborhood and not be burden on those nei ghbors?

So the first one is, identify public
interest at stake. Addiction and honel essness is a
maj or probl em t hroughout the country specifically in
New Jer sey; one of the highest rates in the country.
We heard Pastor Khan talk a little bit about that.

It has intensified since the Pandemc. | work in
Atlantic City, another community that has the burden
of lot of social services in it just |ike Canden
does. And we get a lot of that issue comng into
Atlantic City and | deal wth that on an al nost
daily basis with ny job there.

The scourge of addiction causes
devastating ripple effects on famlies, resources and
the community. Every person with a substance use
di sorder directly affects at | east ten ot her people.
Everybody in here, I'msure, knows soneone whether in
their famly, their friend group or their church or
your nei ghborhood has had an i ssue or knows soneone
that has had an issue.

Secondly, the Board nust identify
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detrinmental effects, if any, that would result from
the granting of the variance such as, w thout
limtation and increase of traffic. W don't believe
that this is going inpact here. These tenants really
don't have cars. You did see one get a car but he's
nmovi ng on out of the facility. So it's not an issue
where we think we're going to have a |lot of increase
intraffic, vehicular traffic. It would not be an

I mpact on surrounding properties wth that aspect.
The site has been used for this use, as you've heard
from Pastor Khan, for the last 12 years.

The reason and I'mnot sure if it was
made extrenely clear, the reason we're here is that
word shelter. The DCA grant that Pastor Khan
received requires it to have a shelter-type |icense
and that's why we're com ng here this evening. W
are not going to use it as you would think of a
shelter. Wien | think of a shelter, | think about
the Atlantic Cty Rescue Mssion. You cone in in the
eveni ngs and you're actually kicked out in the
nmorning. That's not what this is. This is a
transitional housing |ocation, a community residence
for these eight gentlenen to fine-tune thenselves to
get back into society. And that's really what the

effort is here to bring this facility on-line to be
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able to help those gentl enen.

The dwelling is not overcrowded.
| know you ask the questions about occupancy.
There's an occupancy | oad. Your construction code
official, probably in this case the DCA offici al
woul d cone down, neasure the roons. W have to have,
| think, 110 square feet for two people to live in
that bedroom No different than if you had a hone
and you had tenants, that's the sane occupancy | oad.
That is a maximum for that site.

One thing that is critical here and I
didn't nention this and | don't talk too nuch about
nmy other hat that | wear. |'malso the mayor of ny
community of Ventnor City. W have 24 group hones in
our comunity. A lot of themare known as Oxford
Houses. They're, again, protected by the Minici pal
Land Use Law. They are specifically protected.
There's a category in there. It says, Oxford Houses
are permtted in any residential zone in the
community. | will tell you that they are the nost
difficult ones to deal with as a munici pal governing
body. Hones that have -- and one reason is, they
don't anybody there. This is a certain nunber of
people in there. | think they're nmaxed out at 16 in

a unit. There's no governist by an outside agency
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|l 'i ke New Begi nni ngs. New Begi nni ngs has as 24/7,
365-day a year nanagenent on site.

Anot her group call ed Hansen House has
very simlar rules; that they have soneone there
24/ 7. \Wen you don't have a nonitor, they're running
t he house by thenselves. That's creates probl ens.
That's why this is a better nodel. That's why that
shelter |license cones in because you can't fit into
t he Oxford House Model because that's a boardi ng
house basically. That's not what this is. And
that's a critical differentiation betwen those two
types of uses.

And we've worked wi th Hansen House in our
community until | got to know the folks at the | aw
firmthat we represent that are representing us here
tonight. They do a great job. And I think Pastor
Khan and his New Begi nni ngs has that sanme goal in
mnd, in fact, trying to help these gentl enen by
havi ng that personal -- that nanagenment process
there; soneone to go to; soneone to watch over them
and make sure they're nmaking the right choices.
went off on a little tangent. | apol ogi ze.

The third prong of that sixth test is,
the Board shoul d determ ne whether it can reduce,

make a detrinmental effect by inposing reasonable
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conditions on the use. And I think sone of the
suggestions that you gentlenen and | adi es have tal ked
about al ready can be brought into this site: No
expansions; limt to eight persons; nake sure there's
security on site. And those are all reasonabl e
conditions that | think can go a long way in naking a
successful use here.

The Board shoul d weigh the Positive and
Negative Criteria, that is, the public interest
agai nst the public detrinent whether on bal ance of
granting the variance woul d cause a substanti al
detrinment to the public good. And, again, for the
reasons | already stated, | don't believe this wll
be a substantial detrinment to the public good. Wth
that Sica Test, | think we neet all four of those
Criterion.

Getting back to your typical use variance
criteria, | would think we would al so pronote Purpose
A which is that general welfare. Certainly a
recovery facility pronotes the public health, the
character of the neighborhood. This has been goi ng
on, this type of group hone or comunity residence
has been happening on this site for quite sonme tine.
This will regulate a little bit better and have a

formal approval of it. And | think that's a positive




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

77

nove. Faith-based activities as you heard Pastor
Khan, are nust nore successful than nonfaith-based.
Their record of 90 percent success rate is really
unheard of in this realm but it does work better
with the religious and faith-base of recovery

syst ens.

Also G Purpose G wuld be to provide
sufficient space in appropriate location. W think
this site is appropriate. It has been happening
there. W' ve had people living there. 1It's
appropriately sized for this nunber of people and
there's adequate on-site facilities and have nade
par ki ng avail abl e on the property.

The Negative Criteria, again, we think we
fall under the Sica Code or Sica case and we really
don't need to address these but |I'lIl take a shot at
it any way. Under your Master Plan, there are
several docunents from 2008 and 2018. The nost
recent update is 2018, "Encourage uses that w |
pronote the general welfare of the Gty." The
pur pose of the Zone Plan is to pronote health,
safety, norals and general welfare. The Master Pl an
goal, Goal No. 2 is to integrate basic human and
soci al services w thin Neighborhood Pl anni ng

Initiatives. That's exactly what this is, to inprove
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heal t hcare access and i nprove access to existing
human and social delivery network. And then | found
sonething just today in the 2018 Master Pl an
docunent. It's on page five.

MR LARIO And that's the npbst recent
Mast er Pl an?

MR, LANDGRAF: It is.

Under Item 2, Major Objectives ldentified
in the 2008 Master Plan, it's under A, "Housing goals
and obj ectives include, to provide supportive housing
and services to the honel ess and speci al needs
residents.” That's right in the Master Pl an
docunent. So fromthat aspect, | think the Negative
Criteria Aspect, we neet those goals of that Master
Pl an and your current docunent as well.

MR LARIO M. Landgraf, | would just
add real quick. | know we talked a little bit about
the licensing. As a condition of the approval we
woul d obvi ously provide of a copy of that license to
this Board and we woul d nake sure that in order to
conti nue operations, we would naintain that |icense
for the 18-nonth peri od.

MR LANDGRAF: |t would be required to.
They woul d wi t hdraw f undi ng.

MR LARIO Thank you.




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

79

MR LANDGRAF:. |'d be happy to answer any
guesti ons.

MR, EINGORN:  You di scussed the Master
Plan. But there's a Redevel opnent Plan in place
here, the Parksi de Redevel opnent Pl an, which | would
bel i eve woul d be a tough burden to overcone on the
Negative Criteria where the comunity, the Cty, has
al ready determ ned what should go where under that
pl an. Wiy woul d the applicant neet the Negative
Criteria as it relates to a Redevel opnent Pl an?

MR LANDGRAF:. To understand the
Redevel opnent Plan is for specific types of uses in
that area. W're not anmending that plan. W're not
changing that. A use variance doesn't change the
permtted uses within that. W're asking for relief
fromthat section of your |and use regul ations.

MR EINGORN: Correct. So the point
is -- | guess ny question is, how are you not
inmpairing the intent and purpose of the Redevel opnent
Pl an when you're asking for sonething other than
what's specifically provided therein? And the
communi ty has al ready made an additi onal
determ nation, this is what should go in this
| ocati on.

MR LANDGRAF. So that's the purpose of
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the | and use variance process and that's just what |
think. | put on testinony just for that. Wether or
not the Redevel opnment Pl an specifically is addressed
is not really -- the Negative Criteria, | think we're
under the Sica standard so that's not sonething that
falls under the Redevel opnment Plan. This is a
specific use for a specific criteria for an

i nherently beneficial use.

MR EINGORN: That woul d neet the
Positive Criteria. | would agree with you there.

MR LANDGRAF: Right.

MR EINGORN. We're tal king about the
Negative Criteria, inpairnment of the zone and
t he Zoni ng Ordi nance.

MR, LANDGRAF: So understand and pl ease |
don't nmean this disrespectfully at all. But when
you're an inherently beneficial use, the Negative
Criteria falls under the Sica standard. And | went
t hrough those four itens in ny testinony, identifying
the public interest at stake; the Board nust identify
detrinment effects, if any, that would result fromthe
grant of the variance. W've tried to address those
and | believe | have.

The Board shoul d determ ne whether it can

reduce any of those detrinental effects. And | think
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we' ve tal ked about those as site security and 24/7
monitoring. And then the Board should wei gh both the
Positive and Negative Criteria. Those type above
criterion, not the standard. | went through those.
| think we do neet those, the standard use vari ance
Negative Criteria. But under the Sica standard, they
are different. And I think I've tried to address
those to the best of ny ability.

MR LARIO And | would just add that
obvi ously both under the underlying zoning and the
Redevel opnent Pl an, we know we require a use variance
here. | would say this application wasn't nade
pursuant to the Redevel opnent Plan. W' re not trying
to avail ourselves to any of the tax benefits that
woul d be sought through a nornal Redevel opnent Pl an
application. Again, we know we need a use vari ance,
however, as was stated by M. Landgraf, because we
are an inherently beneficial use, that nakes this
anal ysi s sonewhat unique. And |, again, | think
M. Landgraf went through that four-prong test that
you need to utilize when you're considering this
i nherently beneficial use.

MR, EI NGORN. Does the Board have
gquestions for M. Landgraf?

M5. ALSTON: | have a question of the
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operational side, if | may?

MR ElI NGORN:  Sure.

M5. ALSTON: | heard about the entry plan
and how they go through different eval uations and
things to get to the hone. | don't think |I heard
anything on the exit plan. You said it's six nonths
and how about if it takes a little bit |onger, what
happens to them t hen?

MR KHAN. So typically at our other
prograns at our other location, there's a whole
process that if a person doesn't graduate, they
didn't neet the particular criterias then they go
back and they continue on the courses. This group is
totally different. These are ones that already
conpleted all their classes; all their courses; they
graduated from every possi ble area they can graduate
from So that wouldn't apply to this group. |If they
did sonething at a school or sonething |ike that down
the road, may be so but not this group. This group
is just basically a shared living.

M5. ASLTON: Right. They're going to be
t here about six nonths or they can be there | onger?

MR KHAN. W say one year for themto
al |l ow save noney and things like that. This group,

think, they started around February so | think their
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one year woul d be this upcom ng February.

M5. ALSTON: And how do we determ ne
that? Are they --

MR KHAN:. \Whenever their one-period is,

t hey've already graduated. W're allowing themto
save nobney so they can get an apartment, a car, get
all their docunentation. |In sonme cases, maybe
homeownershi p. So they use that year as a prepping
time.

M5. ALSTON: R ght. So | understand. So
you're saying they're going to be there. 1t could be
up to the one year but sone may be there a little bit
| onger if they haven't found accommodations |i ke hone
ownershi p or another place to |live?

MR KHAN. And, again, we haven't gotten
to that point yet. Qur heart is not to put anybody

out .
M5. ALSTON: No, no. That's why I'm
aski ng.
MR KHAN. So we woul d hel p and assi st
t hose individuals even nore so. | nean, that one guy

on the video, his credit score went up in three
nmonths to 110 points. So he's now just got anot her
certification today for a forklift driving. So

they're getting good jobs and they're noving in the




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

84

right direction. | don't want to get personal but if
| tell you sone of the savings accounts that these
guys have. | inmagi ne any one of us being sonewhere
where you don't pay rent, you don't pay utilities,
you don't pay anything and you'll able to save noney.
That's what these brothers are now. And thank God
every single one of them had been 100 percent great
stewards with those finances.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: So they have a year
ri ght?

MR, KHAN:  Yes.

REVEREND MARTINEZ: So if in a year they
don't pass or they don't graduate, that neans they
got to go to a different program they're out the
program or ?

MR. KHAN: No, no. These individuals
have al ready graduated all the prograns. |It's us
hel ping them taking them by the hand; hel ping them
find an apartnent; helping themfind a house; naybe
renting a house in the suburbs sonewhere and the four
of themto stay together. | just want to say this.
We all know | ast year Executive Order 106 by Gover nor
Mur phy was rescinded. That's where everybody was
protected before you could evict people.

Well, now, that was rescinded | ast year




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

85

so now there's a shortage. So right now, they're
| ooking for different apartnents; |ooking for places
tolive. And we're believing that either they're
getting individual houses or apartnents or shared
l'iving expenses sonewhere el se outside of Canden.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: So they have a year?

MR KHAN. A year fromthis past February
or whatever --

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: This February wll be
year, right?

MR, KHAN: Correct. For sone of them

MR LARIO Wuld you say that these
gentlenen are pretty notivated to take that next step
t hen your notivation or their notivations are pretty
aligned to that?

MR KHAN. They are exactly aligned. One
gentl eman just cane back two weeks ago and said he's
now engaged. He's going to be getting married and
he's | ooking into the Parksi de PBCIP on honeownership
here in Canden.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: The reason |I'm aski ng
you. |I'ma mnister also.

MR KHAN: Yes.

REVEREND MARTINEZ: | do run the Safe

Pat h Surrender --
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MR KHAN: Yes.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: -- nmaybe like for ten
years at our church. And | admire the job you al
are doing. It's not easy. | knowit's not easy and
|"ve done it.

MR KHAN: Correct.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: |'ve been here for
over 30 years in Canden. |I'mfrom North Jersey. But
| know how tough it is what you're going through.

And our people, they really need help.

MR KHAN: They do.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: Besides, | work al so
for the Cty, the City of Canden. I'ma fleet
manager for the Canden Housing Authority and | know
what it is. | know what you go through wth our
peopl e and our youth especially. W need all the
help that we can get. |'mpositive for that.

MR KHAN. Thank you so nuch. Wth God
all things are possible.

MS. ALSTON: So you're asking, | guess,
with ny exit plan here what's going to happen, right,
you're asking for 18 nonths is what you're asking?
And you're hoping to have another facility up and
going. So if these gentlenen that you have in this

home now do not -- is not able to get the npbney or
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nove into a new hone, you are just going to nove them
into a new facility?

MR KHAN. We'll do whatever we have to
do. By the word of God, they will not go back to the
streets. These guys will continue to |ive
successful, productive lives that they are doi ng
now.

MR EINGORN. God forbid you're
unsuccessful in your MIlville litigation, what
happens with the gentlenen that are in the property?

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER 18 nont hs?

MR KHAN: Yeah. There's a Sunset
Provi si on.

MR LARIO W'd be forced to find
another facility. Potentially we could return to
this Board but that's obviously not our goal here.
| nmean, we would want to find another facility that
woul d better serve these individuals.

MR KHAN: Yes.

MR EINGORN:. Is the applicant in the
process of locating potential facilities in the event
that that's the case?

MR KHAN. Yes. W have a realtor that's
been | ooki ng around at different | arge boardi ng hones

that can hold maybe 15, 20 that are already
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licensed. But, again, that's a process. W didn't
know that this was going to be this Iong, of course,
but it's a process. But because they be boarding
honmes that we're | ooking at, they're already sone
approved. Those are Plan B and Plan C. You know,
when you nake a determ nation that you' re not going
to let one of these brothers go back to the streets,
you're going to do whatever you have to do. If it
nmeans renting a couple of houses and |let them stay at
di fferent houses, we're going to do what we have to
do.

MR EINGORN:  Anynore additional
questi ons?

MS. ATWOOD: How are you funded that you
don't have to charge themrent or utilities and
what ever ?

MR KHAN. So we get grants fromthe
State of New Jersey. W have nonies fromthe DCA,
DHS and the DOC. W get funded fromdifferent
or gani zat i ons.

M5. ALSTON: | amhearing a | ot of
positive information. | like the fact that it is
structured; the fact that the gentlenen are eval uated
prior to coming to the hone. It's all positive.

You' re doing probably nore than | andl ords would do if
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they were to rent out a hone. And | |ike the fact
that you're sitting there and providing |iteracy and
financial workshops and things |ike that, that is
goi ng to be beneficial and sonething that they can
use as they nove forward to the next step.

MR KHAN. Thank you.

MR EINGORN:  Any further questions? At
this tine we're going to open to the public. So
we're going to open to the public. Before we get
started, a rem nder, everybody who cones before the
Board has to be sworn in. State your nanme and
address for the record. W'Il| take one individual at
atinme. Sir, your hand is already raised.

TROY OGLESBY, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN:. Can you state your nanme and
address for the record?

MR OG.ESBY: It's Troy Qgl esby, P.O Box
8383, Cherry Hill, New Jersey.

MR EINGORN:. Just a remnder. |If you're
speaking fromthe public, you' re addressing the

Board. |If there are questions, you'll ask themto
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us. We can relay themto the applicant. Thank
you.

MR, OGLESBY: Just to let this Board
know, we're tal king about conpassion; you're tal king
about understanding. You're taking a take-away. A
take-away fromthis Board is anything. He's asking
for 18 nonths. But | wanted to know a little bit
about the person and the program He doesn't do it
by hinself and he's a hunbl e person. W have been
doing this for years. And when | nean we, |'m one of
them W go out and do the Code Blue. W pick up
peopl e when the Gty has dropped the ball. So |I'm
| ooki ng at each and every one of you for conpassion.
You' re tal king about one take-away; 18 nont hs;
Sunrise Provision. Al the negatives, he's got
24- hour surveillance caneras. So let's give a little
bit of resune.

|"'mretired | aw enforcenent. | was the
NWMP vi ce-president in Canden for many years. |'m
t he national action network vice-president for South
Jersey. | can continue to volunteer nyself through
many, nmany efforts. W go around the Code Bl ue
pi cki ng up because there's schools, there's churches
inthe Gty that are |listed as Code Bl ue but they

don't have -- they weren't even letting people in.
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We didn't have transportati on so, yes, no matter what
t he conditions of our cars, how good they are, we put
peopl e who are honel ess in our vehicle and we took
them shel ters wherever we could take themeven if we
had to go over the bridge to Phil adel phi a.

So when | | ook at this program they're
gi ving peopl e a chance that don't have nuch. And
t hese are peopl e who have al ready graduated. These
are people you can't | eave. These are people you
can't say you're on your own now. These are people
that you get things done. | was on the panel for
Rutgers and the prosecutor's office for re-entry.
| did that for many years. And the bottomline is,
it takes a | ot of those professions to nake one
person who is going through an addiction hole. They
have nental illness. They have honel essness.

And when | | ooked up here just like |I was
sitting there listening to all your questions which
were very good questions, by the way, because your
task is to protect the City. But | think those
negati ve things were addressed by his counsel, his
zoni ng professional and hinself and the program
But each one of us here, |I'msure you know sonebody
in your famly that didn't have a place to stay. You

opened up your hone and you gave themtwo weeks, a
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nmont h, 30 days, 45 days. This is the sane

situation. The only thing is, you got them on

track. You didn't charge them a penny. You |et them
eat sone of your food. Sane thing. The sane thing.

At this point in our Gty, |I really hope
that we start naking sinple things a little sinpler.
It's sinple. WMaking people go through a programthat
hel ps themto get their life in order. And it's
peopl e who are naking sacrifices. And one | ast
thing, his father was ny nother's doctor, ny aunt's
doctor and ny doctor. So |I'mtalking about
character. This is not sonething new. And as far as
how we were doing it, we go over to that sane
bui |l di ng; we would | oad up that RV and the truck and
we would go right over to what used to be a CVS and
we'd be at CVS every Saturday. You've seen it.

If you rode by, we'd be right there at
the transportation center and we'd be feeding the
honel ess. They would get in there and take a shower
and we had clothes out there for them This is the
sane program people. Gve themthe 18 nonths. It's
18 nonths to let people transition into a better
life. And then he's got another program And by the
way, | didn't get a chance to talk to you but | have

a house for you. After the 18 nonths, we have a
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house for you. [It's good work. G ve themthe 18
nont hs. | appreciate your tine.

MR EINGORN:  Thank you.

Next please. You've already be sworn.
Pl ease state your nane.

M5. BROOKS: M nane is L' Tanya Brooks.
| don't dispute any of the good service that Past
Khan has provided to the Gty. But |I do still have a
concern because our purpose here is to focus on the
zoning and the | and use. So one of ny concerns -- |
attended a community service neeting | ast Monday and

asked Pastor Khan for any anendnments because ny

background, |'ve worked 37 years at the Internal
Revenue Service. M background is, | want
docunentation. | want that.

| asked himfor sone data related to this
and he had no data. He said, | provided it to the
attorneys. | contacted the Gty of Canden and put in
an OPRA request for infornmation on any anendnents to
the original application that said shelter. Because
this original request when we were here |ast nonth,
was postponed. And as the |awers are tal king about
18 nonths, | wanted to see whet her the changes were
docunented on the application.

The request canme in that there was no
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addi tional information and no docunentation. There
have been a lot of things said here today. But what
is docunented can that hold everybody accountabl e for
what they say? And the reason | feel is this way,
|'mgoing to submt the mnutes fromthe final
decision fromthe Maurice Townshi p on the other
property. Wio do | submt this to?

MR EINGORN: I'Ill take that. Let the
record reflect that we received from M. Brooks a
Maurice R ver Townshi p Land Use Board, Cunberl and
County, New Jersey Resolution No. 2023-05. And it
consi sts of 45 pages.

M5. BROCOKS: Identifying why his variance
down in MIlville, Maurice Township was denied. And
| have concerns because it was deni ed because of the
sane issues that | have here in Canden. The shelter
here was opened w thout the appropriate zoning
request. And he had full know edge that that was the
process he shoul d be going through, because it was
just denied to himdown in Maurice Townshi p.

In that -- I'"mgoing to flip over to page
14. The pastor testified that he thought that his
firmcoul d piggyback on to operations of the Bethany
Bapti st Church. He acknow edged that he coul d have

stopped the use at that tine he was notified of the
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violation and that he "knew better” in quotes. He
apol ogi zed because the acknow edgnent that he shoul d
have proceeded with the construction zoning permts.

| don't know want to go over the entire
report, but | have nmjor concerns about approving
this variance. Wat is the purpose? Is it a
shelter? 1Is it a drug rehab? Because if you look in
this application here and this information, it says
t hat they' ve changed various tines throughout the
process where it was originally a drug rehab center
and then it changed to -- included a honel ess shelter
center.

If we don't have cl ear docunentation then
how can we hol d soneone accountable if they' re not
moving in 18 nonths? | think 18 nonths is a | ong
time because if there had been no know edge of all of
this, | could have a better understandi ng. But he
has full know edge of what has happened and what the
impact is. He knows the inpact of not having the
zoning permt al so because that's why he's not down
there. There were nore people who were al so | ocat ed
t here who have been rel ocated to other places but
ei ght people cane to Canden.

MR EINGORN: Just to address your

concern about what would be the, | guess, governing
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docunent that would be enforceable for this purpose
and you' ve given the Board a resolution. And the
Board here toni ght, whether or not they grant or deny
this application, wll be adopting a simlar

resol ution.

M5. BROOKS: kay.

MR EINGORN. And let's just play
hypothetical. Let's say the Board decides they'l|l
grant the application with an 18-nonth Sunset
Provision. Al of that and all of the conditions and
all the approvals would be contained in a resolution
simlar to the one that you provided -- | think m ne
is prettier -- but, you know, that's a bias opinion.
And that woul d be an enforceabl e docunent by Cty
Gover nnent .

And to the extent that they overstay
their wel cone so-to-speak, they'd either have to cone
back for an extension which they're entitled to do.
They' re not guaranteed an extension. O they
hopeful |y get new housing and they'd have a great
pl ace for these gentlenen to live. O we'd have the
unfortunate which is, everybody woul d have to go
el sewhere and Pastor Khan graciously offered to buy
everybody a house. |I'mjust kidding. So that's what

woul d happen. It would be a resolution which would
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have verbi age and | anguage that woul d bind the
applicant and the property owner and would [imt this
use to 18 nonths.

M5. BROOKS: kay. So the nodification
woul d be in your resolution?

MR EINGORN: That's correct.

M5. BROOKS: [|I'mstill not in the
agreenent with the 18 nont hs.

MR. El NGORN: That's fine. You don't

have to be. | was just addressing --

M5. BROOKS: |I'mjust nmaking that as a
stat enent --

MR EINGORN: -- your concerns.

MS. BROCKS: -- because, again, there are

ei ght individuals. And the planner tal ked about the
serious ramfications for the eight individuals and |
synpat hi ze with thembut |I'm | ooking at the serous
ram fications of the residents of Parkside. W do,
agai n, have a devel opnent plan that addresses what
can and cannot be done. W' ve been working -- Canden
has been working a long tinme to be in conpliance with
this plan. | nmade decisions to nove here based on
that plan and naking a decision to invest back into
the Cty.

| didn't nove here to invest in the Cty
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and then people change the plan that doesn't consi st
with our growwng as a city. So |I'mjust going to --
| think I've said enough. | think |I have identified
that I'mnot confident at the information that we are
recei vi ng because of what has transpired down in the

ot her | ocation and the conti nuous changes on what may

or may not be the definition of what this will be or
whether it's a shelter or it's not a shelter. It's
i nconsi stent and, therefore, I"'mnot confortable with

it and hope you don't approve it.

MR EINGORN: Thank you for your tine.
Ma' am pl ease rai se your right hand.

PASTOR PATI ENCE RI VERS, having first been
duly sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EI NGORN:. Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record.

M5. RIVERS: M nane is Pastor Patience
Ri vers, 514 Trenton Avenue in Canden.

"' m here to support Pastor Khan and New
Begi nnings. My husband Apostl e Joseph Rivers and |
pastor a small church in the Centerville section of

Canden. W're a Frontline Mnistry and we've known
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Past or Khan for many years. |In fact, his father was
our famly doctor when | was growi ng up in Canden.
And I'mrem nded of a song from back in
the 60's, and | don't know how nmany can go back t hat
far, but the song was witten by Sam Cook. He was
conpelled to wite song "Change |Is Going To Cone."
Because he saw the struggles that the black man had
to face back in those days and he ushered in the
civil rights novenent. So |I'mrelating that to

t he change that Pastor Khan and New Begi nnings is

trying to institute in this Gty. |1've see the fruit
of his labor and it nust go on. It nust grow And
" msure you will all agree that change is about to
cone. |'m done.

MR EI NGORN:  Thank you. Good eveni ng,
sir, can you raise your right hand?

SEAN W LLI AMS, having first been duly
affirmed, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record

MR WLLIAMS: M nanme is Sean WIIlians.
My address is 401 E. G bbsboro Road in Li ndenwol d,
New Jer sey.
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| just becane acquainted with New
Begi nni ngs and Pastor Khan. | just cane hone from
prison and | had the struggles of finding a place to
go. Not havi ng adequate resources because when | was
rel eased fromprison, | was told about a thing called
re-entry. And re-entry services | could say a | ot of
t hi ngs about that, but | won't cause |'m not here for
t hat .

There was no help. | was told: Figure
it out. So I've been hone for 40 days and |I did that
because | amdetermned to nake it. So | have ny own
pl ace. | have two cars. | don't sell drugs. |
don't do nothing like that. |In fact, |I'mserving ny
community and that's why | cane down here to support
him It's interesting. W talk about intended
pur poses for our comunity. You | ook at the m ssion
statenment and the vision of Canden; to transform
Canden into a city in which governnent is linked to
its people by responsive service systens such as
state of the art technol ogy and account abl e
deci si on- maki ng processes.

So if the governnent is linked to its
people and wants to hel p them and provi de services,
prograns |ike this provide those very services.

Because | wish | would have known about New
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Begi nnings but | did not. Thankfully they're here
and they're doing a positive thing in the Gty. |
stayed there 11 days. | stayed here. | stayed in
Centerville. | renmenber when our Angel Cordero tried
to run for mayor and I was his life-skills teacher
before | nmade a bad m stake and went to prison. But
during that tinme, it was interesting that in a Cty
of 100, 000 people, only 1,100 voted. So it was
nobody standing up. And this guy was runni ng around
the Gty and he was sayi ng a whol e bunch of things,
trying to provide services and trying to hel p people.
Peopl e had negative things to say. Because
everytine it's stated to do a positive thing, there's
al ways going to be sonebody negatively saying, nay.
It's interesting when you tal k about the
plan for the Gty. Wuat's the plan for Gty? Wy is
people selling drugs? Is it a bad plan for the Gty
to watch run up and down Broadway getting high and
dying. That wasn't the plan for the Gty but we
accepted it for many years. So nowis atine to help
eight nen to transformtheir |ives or continue to
transformtheir life and we have a rebuttal against
that. That's egregious. W're talking about hel ping
people's lives. W're not tal king about selling

drugs on the corner. Let's protest against that.
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Let's stand up at town hall against that.

But when we see these young fell ows
gang- bangi ng getting high and selling drugs, we hide
i n our houses and peak between the shutters. But now
we cone out in droves for a programthat want to help
people. That's kind of backwards. But it seens very
backwards. So it's like -- it doesn't make sense to
say on the one hand, we want to help people transform
their lives and link themw th governnent. And then
on the other hand say, well, what are the particul ars
of your programthat wants to hel p peopl e and then
want to di ssect the program and want to help the
person? That nmakes no sense. Wy are we dissecting
where is the noney going at for the people like the
interest rates for instance.

"Il say this and I'll be quiet. The
reason why | have an apartnment today is because of
Newar k, New Jersey, not Canden County. Newark, New
Jersey gave ne funding. Places they said that was
going to help, did not help. There's a program
called Safe Return. Wen | returned I wasn't safe.
| had to seek North Jersey to help nme out. That's
all.

MR EINGORN. |I'msorry. Before you go,

the crowd is very excited and M. WIIlians was
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i ncredi bly noving. But our court reporter has to

t ake down what he says and what everybody el se says
so if we cheer over the person who is tal king, even
if they're doing a great job which they have, it's
really hard for the court reporter to do her job. So
if we can just keep the cheering and stuff down, it
woul d be greatly appreciated.

Pl ease rai se your right hand.

M OSHA BRADDOCK- LAWRENCE, having first
been duly sworn/affirnmed, was exam ned and testified
as follows:

MR EINGORN:. Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record.

MS. BRADDOCK- LAWRENCE: My nane is M osha
Br addock- Law ence, 1427 Kenwood Avenue, Canden.

First 1'd like to say that I'mthe second
Par ksi de resident to get up and stand and speak about
this plan. Everybody el se who spoke doesn't live in
Parkside. So | cane to this comunity about 20 years
ago. And when | started ny journey for
homeowner shi p, there was only one comunity that |
wanted to buy in and that was Canden despite ny

famly's misgivings. | purchased in Canden over 15
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years ago.

So | just wanted to share sone of things
because Parksi de residents conpl eted a Redevel opnent
Pl an and two Nei ghborhood Plans. Al that had been
approved and adopted as a part of the City's Master
Plan. The Gty understands that the residents that
live in the Parkside Community should have the
strongest voice on creating a vision for the
nei ghborhood. All three plans clearly state, they do
not want boardi ng hones, shelters or transitional
hones. The nobst recent plan was conpl eted and
approved in 2021 where nearly 900 nei ghbors, business
owners and stakehol ders cane together to craft a plan
that creates small busi ness opportunities, quality
educati on, access to food and quality-affordable
rental and honmeownershi p housi ng.

The vi sion statenent actually reads that
it was created by the residents. Parkside is a
beauti ful, unique, multi-cultural nei ghborhood where
famlies live safely in a clean environnment and were
nei ghbors are steadfast in their commtnent to the
community and their respect for each other. Parkside
is a place where work, quality shops, great dining,
excel l ent schools. And these are activities that

exi sts to produce a desirabl e and sustai nabl e
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nei ghbor hood.

In order for this application to be
approved and you tal k about inherently beneficial,
but they forgot the second part, that it also has to
prove that there is no substantial harmto Parkside
and the community or the public. And this wll
definitely cause substantial harmto Parkside. The
community knows that to continue to stabilize efforts
and grow this conmunity and create work for famlies,
we must encour age homeowner ship.

Par ksi de has a | ong history of
homeowner shi p and the owners who have stayed
commtted to this community, will be the nost
i npacted if a shelter noves next door. Hone val ues
in Parkside are selling at over $200, 000 right now.
Losi ng nove-in value in those hones coul d cause
honeowners to be under water and that's what happened
in the foreclosure prices in 2008. And sone people
are just making that equity back. So if that shelter
noves next door, they're going to lose their equity
and not get it back. They'll be unable to access
needed repairs to their homes or send their kids to
col | ege.

There are currently ten new affordabl e

homes under construction in Parkside wth another ten
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comng in 2024 with several properties on Princess
Avenue. W cannot stress that these hones are
fulfilling a great need here in the State of New
Jersey creating affordable honmes that will create
generational wealth for black and brown famlies.

Now, Am r Khan says he cares about
Par ksi de. But when he was asked | ast Monday on
Novenber 27th at that conmmunity neeting, if you woul d
have had the quorum |l ast nonth and got it approved,
woul d he had bothered to cone to the comunity and
share what he was doing, he said, no because he
didn't think it was inportant. Those are his words.
He had stated that he'd actually been running this
program since May and he will keep running it because
he's allowed to under as a religious organization,
this is what the church provides for comunities. So
he doesn't even believe he needs perm ssion fromthe
GCty.

This application, according to himthat
he has stated nultiple tines publically, | need this
designation to get a grant from DCA and DOC. Now, he
al so stated that he has a |lawsuit against MIIlville.
Let himfinish that lawsuit in MIIlville and keep
running the programin MIlville. Let it run out.

Why does the City of Canden have to save himto get
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hi m noney that he needs?

|"mjust going sinply close with saying
this. As nuch as people don't understand the
precedence that will be set tonight, if this is
approved, this is going to open the door to other
i nvestors who claimthey have a mnistry and want to
nmove i n boarding hones and transitional hones and
shelters all over the Cty of Canden, whether there's
going to be a tenporary Sunset Provision, this
choice we'll call a float. So | just want to inplore
you to seriously think and consider the nearly 900
resi dents who spent nonths coming up with a
nei ghborhood plan twice to say, this is not what we
want in our community. Thank you.

MR EINGORN:. Wbul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

KEI TH BENSON, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record

MR BENSON: M/ nane is Keith Benson. M

address is 1775 Park Boul evard whi ch nakes ne the




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

108

second resident of Parkside. And | also take the
i berty of speaking for ny son who lives at 1525
Greenwood in Parkside. And | can give you a whol e
host of other people that are from Parksi de who | ove
that Parkside is a caring conmunity. And while we
are doing well, yes, we are nmaking no apol ogi es for
that, we want others to do well too because that's
our charge to be human.

One thing sonebody is going to argue when
t hey stand behind this m crophone is whether this nman
is doing good work or not. Let's nake the nmain thing
the main thing. You want to cone and argue
technicalities, where is your heart? Let nme explain
alittle bit about nyself. | graduated from Canden
H gh in 1972 which | believe, | think, that nmakes ne
the el der statesman from Parkside in this room And
|' ve been hel pi ng people ever since. |t kind of
fades for an act. |'ve got 15 gold records -- sorry,
24 gold records; two G ammy awards and |I' m not fanous
for that. People don't know nme for that. People
know ne for the help | give and |I've given to ot her
people. | got four people, kids from Canden on Wl |
Street. But let ne say this to you, that anybody can
tell you actually offline how we do it.

But |I'm nost proud of being a friend of
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this gentleman right here. Nobody does it as good as
he does. And it's an honor to have himin this Cty.
It was an honor to have his father in this Gty. [|I'm
goi ng to explain sonething really quickly about
Canden and |I'1l get out of your way. Canden was the
head of the biggest nost inportant cultural novenent
in the history of Anerica called the Harl em

Renai ssance. You nmay have heard of El ai ne Locke,
(phoentic spelling), who was born and raised at 1417
Stevens Street, Canden, New Jersey. Canden was the
hone of the biggest political novenent called civil

ri ghts novenent and sone of you m ght have heard of
it. Martin Luther King first got the spirit to fight
i njustice when he lived at 753 Wal nut Street, the
house that got us a here.

This programthat Amr is running is the
best in the state over the whole state hel ping
brother and sisters. He is align with the Harlem
Renai ssance and with the civil rights nmovenent
because basically what he's doing is going to be
nodel ed all over the nation to help people. It's an
honor to know him [It's an honor to see young nen
turn their lives around and we should all be grateful
and we should all wonder about our own spirits when

we want to worry about what are property value is
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over hel pi ng human bei ngs save their lives. God
bl ess you all. Thank you.

MR EINGORN: Pl ease rai se your right
hand.

KEN WATKI NS, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN:. Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record

MR WATKINS: Ken Watkins, 106 Heart
Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034.

|"'malso the inter-city director for the
Manahat h Church in Canden, New Jersey. | happen to
wor k al ong with Pastor Kahn and al ong with ot her
m ni sters around the country. This is one of the
best prograns that |'ve seen in the nation for many,
many years in ny 35 years in nentoring with young
peopl e around the country. Also, in ny previous
background, | grew up in Canden, Parkside,
Centerville and al so by Cooper Hospital. I'm
originally from Canden. But | also was executive
vi ce-president for Chaseman Bank and | read policies

and procedures for all over the country and around
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t he Cari bbean.

At times when we had to nmake deci sions
about things, we changed policies to help people. W
changed themto nake a difference. And as you see
what's happening in our city with all these young
men, especially young bl ack nen, they need to change.
They' re maki ng that change. | suggest that if you
have soneone in your famly that you know, children,
grandchi l dren, young nen, take a | ook and go down to
visit the program and see what's really taking pl ace.
They're not only putting on a band-aid, they're not
putting a band-aid. They're going inside giving
spiritual, nmental, religious. Power in your nen is
needed today.

And if you get involved in Canden and if
you're involved in the Cty, you see what's taking
pl ace. W have very few facilities that are naking a
difference for our young nen. This is the one that's
doing it. | was down in MIIlville when the governor
cane down for that program |'ve been involved wth
prograns all around the country. This is one of the
best that's around; nmaking and changing lives of nen.
This is what we need. W can talk about policies and
procedures, variances, but you really want a change.

You got to nmake a difference for young people. The
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time is now W got to |look at these people, these
young nmen. They've been through the process.
They' ve been through it. They're naking a change.

They' ve getting jobs; they're going
around nentoring all the young nen and ot her young
men need to see young nmen like this change |ives.
They're doing that. That programis phenonenal and
that's the best that |'ve seen and |I've seen a | ot of
t hem around the country, one of the best. And these
young nen, we should get involved with these young
men, all of us here, should neet these young ne, talk
to them help them assist themin getting those
jobs. Assisting then doing the things that we're
tal ki ng about and you're going to see nobre young nen
comng to the program You want to see what change
is in our Gty of Canden and we're going to be taking
a 360 of what's taking place. It's a pilot program
We need young nmen to nake a difference and we're
maki ng that difference with Pastor Khan.

Come out on the corners when he's out
t here when we got out and fed the honel ess. Conme out
and | ook and | ook at these young nen talk with them
and see what they're all about and | think your m nds
wi Il be changed to see the power what's taking place

in this country.
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MR EINGORN: Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

DENI SE RAI NER, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EI NGORN: Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record

MR RAINER M nane is Denise Rainer. |
live at 1439 Princess Avenue. | purchased ny honme 11
years ago | ast nonth. The Parksi de Busi ness
Associ ation is now building two brand new hones from
t he ground up across the street fromne. And ny
maj or concern is, who is going to purchase these
honmes with a shelter down in the next bl ock?

My experience? |'myoung to Parkside. | wll say
maybe |'man infant but |, also |ike everybody el se,
give back to the community. That's not why we're
her e.

And due to what | do, |'ve been out at
two and three o' clock in the norning and they've been
outside of the property. 1|'ve noticed the trash and

' mtal ki ng about this sumer back in June and July,
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trash was not being put out properly. Even before
this, he had a group of nen staying there. They were
roam ng the nei ghborhood all hours of the night
buil di ng a concern for our senior popul ation and
nmyself a single woman, because | do rape crisis so
l|"'min and out of ny house sonetines two, three,

four o' clock in norning whenever it's called on ne to
go.

And that is ny greatest concern is the
whol e supervision. He's saying that he has 24-hour
supervi sion. He mght have it now but back in June
and July, | kind of beg to differ about that because
there were, to ne, strange nen because | don't know
themand | do work the block giving out flyers and
different things that are going on in the community
so |l amfamliar wth sone of the regular faces of
people who live there. And so that is why I'mvery
hesi tant about him being allowed the variance. Thank
you.

MR EINGORN: Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

SHELLEAN BROOKS, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as

foll ows:
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MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record.

M5. BROOKS: Shel | ean Brooks, 1007
Langham Avenue, Canden, New Jersey 08103.

Toni ght | stand before you as a Parkside
resident to reiterate the significance of Parkside's
2003 Redevel opnent Pl an and the Nei ghbor hood
Strategic Plan approved by both the Planning Board in
May 2021, City Council along with the State of New
Jersey. These plans inclusive of insights from over
900 residents, business owner, educator or
institutional stakehol der, were neticulously crafted
to address the community needs, foster growth and
paved the way for the revitalization of Parkside.

The Nei ghbor hood Pl an under scores these
critical facets. No. 1: Affordable Housing. CQur
ongoi ng efforts include the constructi on of new hones
specifically ainmed at creating opportunities for
famly living or below 80 percent of the area nedi an
income with over 100 hones in progress. Funding has
been secured to support this initiative contributed
to the prosperity of Parkside.

No. 2: Honeowner Repair Assistance.

Over the past year, we have assisted 20 famlies each
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within or below 100 percent of the area nedi an incone
by providing a one to two matching grant for

enmer gency hone repairs, needs, insuring and securing
l'iving environnents.

No. 3: Financial Enpowernent. Regul ar
one- on-one neeting, counseling, coaching sessions and
group financial literacy program continue to be
conduct ed t hroughout the year. These sessions play a
crucial role in supporting famlies, aiding themin
their journey towards to financial stability.

No. 4: Cean Streets. A dedicated team
of 12 individuals fromthe Parkside community has
been enployed to maintain the cl eanliness and upkeep
of our major corridors insuring a welcomng and tidy
environnent for all residents and visitors.

No. 5: Safety and col |l aborative efforts
w th Canden County Police. Through a strengthened
partnership with the county police, we are commtted
to transform ng Parkside fromw thin. This
col | aborati on focuses on enhancing safety neasures
and fostering a sense of security wthin our
conmuni ty.

| brought up only several aspects of the
Nei ghbor hood Pl an and would |ike to highlight that.

For while the conprehensive two-phase process
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approved by city governnment, no resident, business
owner, educator or institutional stakehol der raised
the need for a nmen's shelter or transitional housing
i n Parksi de.

| urge you to honor the community needs
by rejecting tonight's application for a nen's
shel ter designated right in the heart of Parkside.
Stand with Parkside in support of initiatives aligned
wi t h our Redevel opnent and Nei ghborhood Pl ans.
Initiatives that stand as a testanent to our
commtnent for fostering growh, addressing needs and
ultimately revitalizing Parkside for a brighter
future. Thank you. | would like to submt 30 nore
petitions for our --

MR EINGORN. W can't accept petitions
or letters. Thank you.

M5. BROOKS: kay. Have a good night.

MR, EINGORN:. Thank you. | appreciate
your tine.

MR EINGORN: Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

TI FFI NNI E AUSTI N, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as

foll ows:
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MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record.

M5. AUSTIN:. Tiffinnie Austin, 509 Church
Road, Sicklerville.

So | ama born and raised in Canden. |
do not |ive here now, however, | do have several
famly that still lives here in the Cty of Canden
and |'m here every single day. And | have famly
that are here every single day. 1've worked with
Past or Khan on many services, servicing and hel pi ng
the community. And everything that | hear here
today, we can nake it about the man but it's really
about the mssion and it is about a buil ding.

And so everything that |'ve heard even
t he person that before ne spoke about the initiative
of Parkside and the building of the Parkside which is
excell ent by the way, However, if you build up a
town and you don't build up the people, you're not
going to get the results that you ultimately want to
have.

And so you have ei ght people who are in
a residence who have done the work. And | | ook at
all the young and wonen who are right now having

t hose sane i ssues and they don't have an exanpl e or
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maybe a great exanple of what it | ooks |like to nake a
m st ake; get the help that you need; go forward. And
the very houses that it |ooks |like the Parkside
community is looking to build up, these may be the
very nmen who have the finances to finely nove into

t he houses right out of the door.

It just seens like a wwn-wn especially
if you' re only tal king about a variance. And if |
understand it -- this is ny first tinme being here --
but a variance is an exception to the rule. And from
what | understand, this is a tenporary request. And
there's been provisions that are put in place to nake
sure that it doesn't nove forward past the 18 nonths.
But, again, the Parkside Plan, |I'massumng, is
probably nore than 18 nonths in the nmaking.

And it's going to take a little bit of
time for that to be conplete in order for it to be
exactly what the plan has outlined. W're tal king
about eight individuals who did the work and we're
asking for a nmonent for themto be able to realize
that, yes, the community that | came fromare the
peopl e that supported nme and so now | can be a
productive citizen in that sane conmunity.

And, absol utely, people have to be

concerned with whether or not something can go
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wong. But like | said, I'mhere everyday so | see

t he people who are already out there. | see the
peopl e who are wal ki ng up and down the streets. And
they still need assistance. So to say that this

vari ance and the individuals that are in that house,
hopefully for only or less than 18 nonths, wll be
able to be that exanple for the individuals who don't

yet have hope. Because you can build up a city but

if you don't build up the people, you're still going
to have -- we see communities all over the pl ace.

The place that | live is where people left the city,
cane to and the mndsets are still the sane. So you

can build up a city but if you don't build up the
people, you're doing it all for naught.

You have an exanple and that's this
buil ding for 18 nonths; see what happens. And if it
doesn't work, everybody was right. But if does work,
what do you have to |l ose? Thank you.

MR EINGORN:  Thank you.

Rai se your right hand, please.

ARNOLD STEWART, having first been duly
affirmed, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

MR EINGORN:. Pl ease state your full name




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

121

and address for the record.

MR STEWART: Arnold Stewart, 2422
Larchnont Place, M. Laurel, New Jersey.

First of all I1'd like to say that |I'm
born and raised in Canden nyself; raised ny children
here in Canden. |'ve known Pastor Amr Khan since
hi gh school. And | renenber going into the mlitary
and com ng back and heard he was saved and serving
the Lord and doing the great work in the community
even as a young nan, and | hooked back up with him
and been with himall along ever since. And I
believe in the brother and the work that he's doing.

Let ne say a little bit froma
prof essi onal point of view |'ve been involved in
working with the honel ess and this popul ation for
many, many years. | started out with the Juvenile
Justice Conmm ssion; working withe juveniles at Joseph
House now when it was cal |l ed Canden House on Atlantic
Avenue. Fromthere | worked with My Brother's Keeper
in North Canden. Fromthere | worked with Genisis
House for nen and for wonen. And finally | was
wor ki ng for Path in North Canden which was a day
center for the honel ess providing food, shelter,
showers and being able to wash their clothes and

gi ving them wrap-around servi ces.
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And then now I'mrecently with New
Begi nnings with Pastor Amir Khan and Pastor Ti nothy
Roberson here. That's on the professional side.

Al so on the professional side | wanted to say this.
That in all of these different prograns that |'ve
worked with, the thing that | liked and |I'm drawn the
nost to with New Beginnings is that, well, when | was
at Path, all we could do was provide day servi ces.
And at the end of the day at four and five o' clock we
woul d rel ease theminto the streets. Wen | was at

t he Genisis House, we provided shelter for them but
we had no services avail abl e.

So with New Beginnings the thing that's
attracted to ne is that we brought both of two worlds
together. W're providing thema hone, hone
covering, shelter and we're providing themw th
different services. And you heard these gentl enen
give testinmony to the various services that are being
made available to the nen that are there. That's the
professional side. | want to say sonething fromny
heart also. That, you know, | don't have no doubt in
my heart that everybody in this roomtoday both that
are for Pastor Khan and those that are against the
vi sion, not against the man. But | believe that

every one of us here has a fear of God. And we | ove
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God and we | ove people and we want to see people do
better. But sonetines we got to questions ourselves
and eval uate what are we actually doing. So in ny
heart, | think about, again, it's like | want to ask
a question: \Were is your faith? Because we're here
to hel p peopl e.

And wi th your perm ssion, Pastor Khan,
|'"d like to ask these eight nen if they could stand
up real quick so that people can see that we're about
lives; we're tal king about souls. W're not tal king
about nunbers; we're not tal king about buil di ngs;
we're not tal king about statistics; we're tal king
about people. And these are guys that |'ve cone to
know in a very short period of tine. |[|'ve sat down
and | had Bible study with them 1've taken them on
job searches. |'ve taken one man, Maurice back
there. You know, you talk about rejection.

At least three or four tinmes |'ve taken
themto places to try to get his nedical insurance
and things |like this here. And every tine he's |ied
to and rejected and saying he's going to get it
later. And now we're sitting here ready to reject
hi m again, but we're expecting himto turn out and be
a good productive man in society.

This is the tine when we could reach out
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fromour hearts and begin to pour into people and
hel p them and show themthat we're here for themto
back them | understand that we got to take care of
our property and our homes. But guess what, you're
goi ng to be gone and sonebody else is going to be
live in your hone one day. But it's what we do for
peopl e today that live on for tine and eternity.
What are we doing to try to help these nen?
| feel as though that should consider a pass on this
because these nen are working together. And |'|
finish wwth this and | said it at the neeting | ast
week.

| feel as though God has given us a
problemto solve. And if we're looking to himand he
can't give us the answer on howto solve it but we're
not going to solve it fighting each other. W need
to cone together and solve this problem Thank you
for your tine.

MR EINGORN:  Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

CHRI STOPHER CCOLLI NS, having first been
duly sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as

foll ows:
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MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record.

MR COLLINS: Christopher Collins, 1454
Princess Avenue. Let ne also state that although I'm
not here in ny official capacity as a council person,
| am a nenber of a governing body.

First let say that we know the history of
the work that Pastor Am r Khan has been doing in the
Cty of Canmden for many decades. And as a resident
of the City of Canden, as a nenber of the clergy in
the Gty of Canden, |'ve known Pastor Khan for many
years. And then nmany years with all his endeavors
that he's done and he's done a lot of them | have
not supported hi mon everything that he's done. But
on this situation, | do offer ny support.

And let ne say, I'mvery famliar wth
t he program of what we saw today. And there have
been tinmes that in ny official capacity, that we had
to rely on Pastor Khan where | have referred people
to his programjust to try to hel p our honel ess
community that's on Atlantic Avenue. There's tines
that |1've had neetings with Captain Coley and Captain
Kersey and the Joseph House to try to figure out what
we can do to help sonme of these situations.

As it was earlier, | amnot just a
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Par ksi de resident, but | don't know what it's |ike
not to live next to a boardi ng house. Wen we noved
to Parkside in 1975 to 1454 Princess Avenue, if you
wal k out ny back door, we have a fence and then you
had Ms. Nancy with what sone called a nansion on
Kenwood. As growing up | used to call it the old

fol ks hone. Right? So for 50 years, | have |ived
next to this property. And | say that because |
think that tonight what is concerning the residents
of Parkside is the word "shelter, the word shelter.”
Now, for nme growing up next to a boardi ng house where
there was no supervision, we never had any incidents
in our community. W played in the community. There
were kids that were grandkids to the person that ran
t he boardi ng house.

As kids we went in the boardi ng house so
we never had any issues. And | say that because in
nmy opinion, there should be no fear living in our
nei ghbor hood because this man wants to run his
prograns out of this facility. | grew up in that
facility. H's father, Dr. Khan, had been ny doctor
since | was seven years old until the tine of his
passing. H's m ssion outside of being a doctor, he
was a community guy. Wen | coached Little League,

kids that did not have noney for physicals or parents
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that couldn't wait three nonths to get a physical,
Dr. Khan would allow nme to bring a few kids every
week and he would do it for free.

So | still live at 1454 Princess Avenue;
two bl ocks away fromthe facility that we're
gquestioning tonight. | cone hone all different hours
of the night. | ride by there all the tine. 1've
never seen any disorderly activity out of that spot.
In fact, if he possibly didn't send out letters or
anyt hi ng, nost people would not have known he's here
or that they're there. And | just say when we | ook
at our community and as a | eader of the Parkside
Communi ty, | support PBCIP and their Nei ghborhood
Devel opnment Plan fully. However, they may not
necessarily speak for every resident in Parkside.

We have churches in Parkside that have their gane
pl an what works for them And we have busi nesses
that may have theirs. Wat he's doing in that
facility will not interfere with what Parkside wants
to do with the redevel opment with their Nei ghbor hood
Pl an.

So when | | ook at the programthat he's
doing, to ne there's not a difference than what the
churches are doing in their basenment with AA neetings

and NA neeti ngs and feeding the honel ess and doi ng
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all the activities that churches are doing. And
based on what the attorney had spoke about with the
Muni ci pal Land Use Law and whether it's a church, a
shelter or whatever, this man is in the guidelines of
the law. And in ny professional career, we would go
by facts and the | aw

So, again, | don't think there's anybody
in this roomthat could say that they live as close
to a boarding house as | do. Because when | step in
nmy yard, I'mright there. And these individuals that
are there, the ones that are there now and they may
not be classified as a boardi ng house now, m ght be
privately owned but the residents are the sane.
These are nmen and wonen that are in transition. They
go to work everyday. They live their lives. They're
just in a situation tenporarily.

So here we are tonight. W have a
decision to nmake. Again, as a resident of Parkside,
| have no fear by it being classifying as a shelter
living there. Because, again, in ny opinion, they're
not stealing catalytic converters anynore on our
bl ock. You know, the presences of nore people.
Every now and then | might see two or three people go
inthe facility. But for me, I'min support of what

this man is doing. And | cannot and | wll not
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di scrim nate agai nst individuals that may have a
handi cap or may be cl assified as disabled. And as
the attorney spoke, with the Arericans Wth
Disability Act and the Religious Land Use Act, you
know, we have a responsibility to take care of our
own.

W al ways say, when we see the honel ess
peopl e in Canden, why don't they go back to their
nei ghbor hoods? | don't know what happened down
south. | do know that it can get pretty ugly down
there. But these are our people. These are our
nephews, our nieces, our brothers, our sisters that
we don't want in our house, but do we want to see
themon the street? That's ny digressing. That's ny
opi nion. Thank you.

MR EINGORN: Wuld you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

QUI NN DEMENNA, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record.

MR DEMENNA: My nane is Qui nn Denenna,
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576 Benson Steeet, Canden.

|"d like to begin by saying that | really
appreci ate the work of m ssion-driven organizations.
| don't know Pastor Khan. By the way, that is a
tough act to follow. But | appreciate the work.
There is epidemic in this country with addiction.

| aminvolved in m ssion-driven

organi zations. |I'man architect. | do design work
for organizations simlarly. | was part of the team
that did the ARS Building out in Cherry HIIl. I'm

al so a nenber of the Residential Cuidelines
Institute. And they are the ones with references
that the State of New Jersey DCA will follow those
guidelines. |1've spent hours, hundreds of hours. |
was on it on 2018, 2022 and |I'mon the 2026. And the
intensity of guidelines for addiction is in this
past. It's indictive of what's going on in this
country. And where it's going on in this country is
in urban areas. That's where you see the nmajority of
it.

And with ny appreciation, there's also ny
sensitivities. | live on a street. There are two
group hones at either end of the street that | live
on, Benson Street. You all nust know the

organi zation. There are organi zati ons that nay not
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care and do the nmanagenent skills that this

organi zation. | amnot famliar and | don't know
Past or Khan but | just know and | have seen a
difference in the types of organizations that are out
t here.

Sone organi zati ons and nmany
m ssi on-driven organi zations -- | have a col | eague of
mne and it's actually it's a client and we got to
talking. And he's part of a mnistry in Medford.

And you can see hi mon weekends com ng here to Canden
to deliver food, clothing to the honeless. And I
questioned and | had a good conversation with him
Wiy don't you do that in Medford? Simlar to ny

nei ghbors on ny street, nost of their residents and |
see the residents that live there or the addiction
that's on the street, it's the honeless. The

maj ority as Pastor Khan nentioned, the majority of
themthat aren't even from Canden.

So | have a question and I'd |ike to get
sone clarification. W heard the planner tal k about
t he negative inpacts and the beneficial use of what
this proposal is about. And that's the criteria
whi ch we're going to judge offering a vari ance.

So ny question is, is the beneficial use to Canden

residents? |I'mnot a lawer. |'man architect. So
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|'"d like to know that if beneficial use has to be to
the municipality which neans to ne that the eight
people that will be here, are from Canden. 1'd |ike
to see that assurance to know that there's equity
with the City of Canden and the surroundi ng

muni ci palities. Thank you.

MR EINGORN: Inherently beneficial is a
|l egal termused. It's a termof art that describes
certain uses. It has nothing to do exactly with a
certain community but with certain uses throughout
the State O New Jersey. So it's not exactly rel ated
to people being froma certain nunicipality but nore,
does this use qualify as inherently benefici al
gl obal |y, whether that be a church, whether --

MR DEMENNA:  But to who?

MR EINGORN: Under state law. It's a
termof art.

MR DEMENNA: Who gets the benefit of

t hat use?
MR EINGORN: | hear what you're saying.
MR DEMENNA: Isn't it the municipality?
MR EINGORN:. It's |like any other
definition, right, you define a word. |Inherently

beneficial describes a certain group of uses such as

churches and hospital s and ot her public buildings,
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things like that nature: It's not, who is
benefiting. 1It's these uses are quote inherently
benefi ci al .

MR DEMANNA: So there's no guarantee, no
assurance that the eight nen will be from Canden
her e?

MR, EINGORN: We can ask Pastor Khan if
the nmen in the hone right now are from Canden. But
there's no guarantee that they're going to be from
Canden. That is not how i nherently beneficial use
wor ks.

MR DEMENNA: Thank you for that
clarification.

MR EINGORN. Yes, sir. Thank you for
com ng.

Woul d you rai se your right hand.

ROBI N JEFFERSON, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record

M5. JEFFERSON: Robin Jefferson, 1220
Enpi re Avenue, Canden, New Jersey 08103.




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

134

| m not a good speaker but I'Il do ny
best. | live in Canden; born and raised all ny life.
And | see what's going on. | know addiction. M

problemwith this situationis, it's in ny

nei ghborhood. And it cane by way of a letter with
just |ike words, a shelter is com ng to Parkside.
And so | had a whole | ot of questions, you know

| work in addictions; | work in nental
health. M. Nancy's House, |'ve placed clients in
her house. She has a nental health boardi ng hone.
That's what that is on Kenwood Avenue. So | know the
city. So ny questions were -- | had a | ot of stuff
but nore than anything |like, why did we have to find
out in a letter? Because Parkside busi ness opens the
door to everybody in Parkside.

MR EINGORN. |I'msorry, ma'am You need
to address the Board.

MS. JEFFERSON: So Par ksi de opens the
door to everybody in Parkside. So when | got the
letter, I was |ike, where did it cone fronf? But then
| found out he was there the whole tinme with the
house with ei ght people or however many, before they
was living there free and then all of a sudden it
changed over and now he wants a shelter now in there.

My thing is, | help people. | work at
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Ancora Psychiatric Hospital. | have people conmtted
for nental health; heinous crinmes. And | go there in
| ovi ng being there, everybody, anybody. So that's
not our issue. That's not Parkside's issue. W're
loving. W want to raise our kids there. W want
our men to not use drugs. W want themto get clean.
W want that. W just don't want no under handed
just, you know, it's just a free house for people who
need help. But nowit's about this grant that is up
for -- there's sone noney involved. And nowit's al
| awyers and people in front of here. That was ny
thing. And then because it's like that, it's |ike
t he guys.

| appreciate the fact that nen are
getting clean. | hate seeing -- | go to the park

downt own and there's addicts in all cracks and

crevices and cracks. It's not the way it was when |
used to go dowmmtown to the park. It's different. |
see it. | want that to end. | want people to get
clean. | want that nore than anything. Because it's
scary. |It's scary to be out with addicts all over

t he place bent over. | got grandkids and stuff. |
don't want to see that. | welcone substance abuse

prograns. Not |ike that, though. Not under handed

just comng into the community after it has already
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been there. |It's been there for nonths. Now all of
a sudden it's like: | have the right to be here and
this is, you know, how, we're not causing harm and
this is what... That's not cool.

| wel cone recovery in our conmmunity but
done in a way that is welcomng to us. Cone to
Parkside. Talk to us. The program Parksi de Busi ness
| ncorporated, they hire people fromthe comunity to
clean the comunity; to support each other in the
community. |[It's not no secret organization. |It's
open. You know about what they do there. R ght? So
nobody is saying: No, we don't want recovery;, we
don't want our people to get clean and stay clean for
life; not no 18 nonths. Because it takes -- it's a
life-long process; not a 18-nonth process. You could
get clean and you can stay clean over tinme. Your
time. Not nobody else's tine. That's not how
recovery is.

So I"mbig on recovery. |'mbig on, you
know, progranms to hel p people. Just not done in a
way that is not on the up-and-up with the people
whose community you're putting it in. It would have
been cool. W wouldn't have had no problem Because
even | ast nonth when we was here we asked him bring

t he people to our -- we had a business neeting.
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We had |i ke an open neeting. There was a
bunch of people there. W asked Pastor Khan to bring
his stuff to us and let's talk about it openly in
Par ksi de, but they didn't show up. They didn't show
up. But we're here and everybody is, you know, deep
with present, right, God this. | believe in God too.
| love God. And I knowit's only by God' s grace and
mercy that any of this happened. But don't do it in
any old kind of way. That's all I'msaying. Do it
on the up and up. Because we're about hel ping each

ot her but not |i ke that. That's all.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: | have a question for
you. But listen, |I'm asking you a question right
now. |I'mlistening to you; | feel you. But | want

to know i f you hear yourself now. So are you saying
now that you know, it's out in the open? You heard
all the other testinonies. Are you for it now?

MS. JEFFERSON: |I'mfor recovery. |I'm
for hel ping those eight guys. |I'mfor that openness.
| just don't believe --

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Li ke how it was done?

M5. JEFFERSON:. Right, not |ike that.

But I'mfor it. Parkside has been hel ping. Don't
think we're not.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Ckay. Thank you.
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MR, EI NGORN:  You've been sworn. Just
say your name one nore tine.

M5. GREENE: Sheliah G eene.

MR EINGORN:  Thank you.

M5. GREENE: There has been a | ot said
tonight and there's a | ot nore that's probably going
to be said and we have a lot of stuff to cover.

MR EINGORN: It's getting | ate.

MS5. GREENE: Yeah, it's a lot.

You heard things about the Nei ghborhood
Pl an for Parkside and all the things that happened

with that. | was the organizer. | wal ked the
streets. | knocked on the doors. | sent out the
emails; | sent out the text nessages; | nmade the

phone calls with the team of people that | put
together that was in Parkside. |It's the first tine
|'ve ever done this. |'ve never done it before.

My background comes fromliving in Canden
since | was ten years old growi ng up around here;
nmovi ng in and out back and forth between being in the
mlitary and out of mlitary. And also served in the
United States Senate for 18 years. And the United
States Senate, what we know is, who needs nobney; how
they get their noney; and why they get their nopney.
It's called appropriations. W don't do that
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anynor e.

But the thing is that when the Bush
Adm ni stration becane part of the governnent and
becane the president, the faith-based initiatives
started up there. A lot of noney started being
poured into these pools so that they can actually
have noney for the houses of worship so they can do
things such this. The thing that | have a probl em
wth out of all of the things that have been said
today, is the fact that there's a decency and order
in everything that we do. You have to do the things
the way it's suppose to.

As a forner person that worked here in
this hall and building, and | wote it down so |
woul d renenber it. The thing that you did was, you
woul d get your application; you would go to zoni ng;
zoni ng approved you; you go to building bureau; you
go to building bureau; building bureau inspects your
property; your property passes; you get a CO  Just
t hat sinpl e.

Now, Pastor Kahn is a native of Parkside.
H s father, ny fornmer doctor as well, did everything
i n decency and order fromwhat | renmenber. This
thing that has been done is out of order. And this

is the reason why Parkside is saying what we're
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saying. Not everybody is against it. | have famly
t hat have been incarcerated; still incarcerated right
at this very second. | deal with that every single

day of ny life. | have people who have just cone out

of incarceration who have now are trying to get
t hensel ves toget her.

And this programis the type of program
t hat every person woul d has been incarcerated needs,
cause it's sonething that is going to benefit them
because they have sonebody to wal k t hem t hrough the
process. But w thout being wal ked through the
process, you don't know what you're doing. And if
any of what is going on tonight is show ng themthat
when you do things out of order, that's basically all
alleviating and elimnating what it is that was
suppose to be put there, to be a positive. It's not
negative in its own right.

It wasn't easy getting 900 people to
partici pate and understand what it nmeant to have a
Nei ghborhood Plan. It wasn't easy to get them
understand that; to wal k from door-to-door-to-door
knocki ng on peopl es' houses and doors at 100-degree
weat her and asking them did they want to
participate; did they want to know. PBClH P hol ds

neetings and | ast year we held neetings every nonth.
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I f there was anyone that wanted to be a part of our
nmeeting of which | host, they were allowed to cone to
t hese neeti ngs.

| f Pastor Khan needed us to know early
when he first had this problem all he had to do was
cone and |l et us know. He knows our conmunity. He
knows what we do. He's always in the park. He's
al wvays doing stuff. W see himall the tine.

But we just don't know why this part didn't happen.
|"'mtrying to keep ny thoughts together.
| was taught that we're to do undo others as we woul d
want to have it done undo to us. And what we want
Is, these young nen to thrive. W want themto grow.
| don't want to see themout in the cold.
| don't want to see none of that. | go to Joseph
House with ny cousin and we serve the honel ess
because it's the right thing to do. Because we are
just on step away from possibly being them It
doesn't take very much anynore.

Jobs are just what they are until you
don't have. Coated sugar is that your job can be
gone tonorrow. You got up go to work and it's not
there. So we're going through all of these changes
ri ght now and nmaking all of these statenents and

everyt hi ng about sonmething. The only problemin this
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whole thing is, it's out of order. It should have
cone to you first. It should have been approved the
right way. It should have been brought to the
community that it was going to be in. And then we
woul d not be sitting here taking up your tinme, our
time, his tinme and everything el se.

| ' m concerned about the App because it
says shelter. And shelter neans just what that
says. | looked it up while I was sitting there and
|"mjust looking it up. What does shelter nean |ike
overal | ? But when you're |ooking at a shelter, it's
just what it is. Now, whether tal king you' re about
six nmonths, 12 nonths or 18 nonths, it's still a
matter of people having to be governed in a situation
where they have to be overseen.

These are grown nen. These are not
children. They want what they want the way they want
it. It's going to be girlfriends. 1It's going to be
all kinds of stuff. Joseph House taught nme a |ot.
They told nme a ot of what you're going to possibly
go through in this short anount of tinme. W don't
know what the future holds. W don't have no idea
what's coming. Al we knowis that this particul ar
application needs to be in the order that it's

suppose to be with atinme limt.
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Al this Sunset and grandfathering and
all this kind of stuff, it has to have a start and a
finish. Because in order for it to work, that's the
way it's got to work. He's going to go back to
MIlville in due tine if everything works out for
him But in the neantine, we have to deal with this,
our police force, our fire departnent, our EMI's, all
of them Al of that is going to be a part of this
if this is approved. So what we need to do is to
| ook at, did we follow the rule? That's what your
job is. Was the rule followed? D d he cone to you
and get this done before this happened? Because if
he did, then this wouldn't have happened. Just |ike
when we had our neeting on Monday, we asked that
question. If this had been approved in Novenber,
woul d the neeting have happened on Monday?

So we just have to do better in making
sure that we do things in decency and order. W have
to respect the rules. W have to respect the | aws
that's already here. And the respect the jobs that
you guys hol d; that you have to sit here and deci de
how this is going to go one way or the other and
you're going to go by the law. There's nothing el se
that you can't do. So | thank you for your tine.

MR, EI NGORN: Thank you.
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Wul d you raise your right hand, please.

NATE PEOPLES, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record.

MR PEOPLES: Nate Peoples, 321 Cedar
Street, Canden, New Jersey.

| ' ve been a resident of Canden all ny
life. And |'ve been on both sides of the fence. In

the 80's | was part of the problem And |I'm watchi ng

famly go through it. |[|'ve watched friends of m ne
go through it. | even went through it. And from
that tine | was like, | got to give back. 1| |ove
Canden. 1'mgoing to |leave wth nothing. Like ny

grandnom You know what | nean? And she tal ked

about order but what's the order that you take when
you try to save lives. Wiat's the order? That was
her main priority. It wasn't, oh, we're trying to
intrude on Parkside. It was, we got to save these
brothers. W're in a situation now. They need our
help now It was no order cause our nmain priority,

there ain't no alternative notive or intention. Qur
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intention was to try to save people. You know what |
mean? Cause in saving them|' msaving nyself. And
that's the part that | teach each one of them
We do outreach tw ce a week to serve

people. Cause | try to introduce themto sonething
that's greater inside of themthen where people judge
themas. Al these preexisting notions of who we are
and what we're doing. And that's all they had to do
was conme ask us. Like I'"'ma baby in this. | don't
know the |l ogistics of anything. | just know | | ove

my people in Canden and |I'd do anything to try to

hel p save souls. | w sh sonmebody was there for ny
cousin. | w sh sonebody was there for ny dad and ny
uncle. | wish there was prograns |like this a |ong

time ago then maybe I wouldn't want themto have the
trauma | went through.

But see as nen, we don't do trauma and
it's ignored. W had nobody | ooking at us saying, yo
brothers, are you all right? Do you need a hel pi ng
hand? You get ignored. Just because you ignored a
probl em doesn't nean the problemdon't exist. You
can take us away from Parksi de or wherever. That
probl em was preexisting since then. And | guarantee
you, any one of ny nen or any one of ny brothers from

t he house, they would help you. They'd junp over ten
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people to help you before they take a step to harm
you. Because that's the love we instill in them
That's the | ove we put back into the community.

Because you got to understand |i ke what
we going through at the neeting | ast week. W was
call ed rapists; we was called thieves; scared to wal k
up the street. W're not responsible for none of
that. Because | guarantee you, it was none of them
It's like we get pre-judged. And that sends us
further into the streets. It nmakes us harder to
save. Qur intention wasn't nothing but okay, let's
grab these brothers and save them That's all we
cane here with. And it nade nme proud because we're
back in Canden where I'"'mfrom And now the peopl e
that ook at ne like, yo, you was part of the
problem And then you out here.

| ' ve never been so proud or nore proud of
nmyself then working wth Pastor Khan. Like before
all this, the grants and all this, | was out there
vol unteering for seven years feeding the honel ess;
doi ng anything | can to try to be a benefit to ny
city. That's it. And all the opposition, we ain't
doing it the right way. Wat was the right way to
try to save a life? But that's all we was concer ned.

That's all 1'"m concerned about. These brothers need
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hel p. Wen | needed hel p, everybody turned their
back on me. And | was on the street. Like nobody no
care and that put nme in the worse space. Like
sonetimes we just need to be seen. Sonetinmes we need
to be cared for. Sonetinmes we need, yo bro, I'm
here; | love you; what can | help you wwth? A |ot of
these brothers are real resilient.

If you | ook at nobst addicts, they'd do
anything they can to get the drug. Wat if you just
reverse that m ndset to sonething positive, they had
that sane resilience and | see it. These brothers
wor k hard; Bible study three tines a week; outreach
two tinmes a week; conputer literacy program Because
they want to better their |ives. Because it's just
not about them Like you said -- |ike they said,
each one of them their addiction affected ten people
that they love. And they famly and they want to
make that better. And that's the greatest strength
you can have when you have a purpose outside yourself
greater than yourself. And that's ny purpose. This

ain't for me. This is for them because by hel pi ng

them I'mcreating a better me. And |'m being a
better dad to ny children. |'mbeing a better
husband to ny girl. |I'mbeing a better citizen to

Canden because |I'm |l earning what |ove is; when people
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pay you attention and act |ike they care.

What are you going to get when people
turn their backs and act |like they don't care and
i ke you're a problem because you didn't follow a
certain rule that we didn't know about? | didn't
know about. M intention was, let nme help this
brother. And | do it. |[If | see a person crying up
the street, | would stop and say, hey, are you all
right? Do you need sone hel p? Are you hungry or
sonmething? And so will ny brothers because that's
the heart they got. That's why they do it. There's
no other intention or no, no noney. It has nothing
to do with that.

It's about | ove and sharing the |ove for
our brothers. W ain't need to cause no disruption
i n your organization or the Parkside Coalition or
whatever it's called. That's the building that was
avai l able. And no brothers need saving |like that so
we t ook advantage of it. Just know we try to keep
the place clean. Like | said, if anybody need any
help in the comunity doi ng, anything, knock on the
door. W got prejudged before anybody even spoke
with us. It's all these scenarios and ideas of why
we here. But that's all fear-based in your m nd. You

can't nmake a assunpti on unl ess sonebody realized the
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facts.

And it's kind of disheartening to them
and 1" mglad they strong enough where it don't set
t hem back when you're trying your best to do the best
you can to better your life would be the best version
of yourself. And you still got people that don't
even know you shunning you like, you're the cause,
you're the reason. That's hard to get over wth.
You know what | nean? Just show each ot her | ove,
man. We all love Canden. Let's build it together.
But regardl ess of anything, problens still exists
whet her we're on Princess Avenue or not. [It's still
people on the corner; it's still people need hel p;
it's still nmen and wonen still need help. And it's
going to be people that's still going to be hungry.
That's not goi ng away whether we need it or not.

And | love ny city and | love ny city
because when | was grow ng up, ny whol e bl ock | ooked
out for each other. It ain't you don't bel ong here.
Are you hungry? Are you all right? That's how
grew up. It was no separation whether you're from
Par ksi de, Fairview, Downtown, North Canden. We
Candenites. W | ook out for each other. And that's
what we're suppose to do. That's what God wants us

to do. Wat would God do? Wrrying about an order?
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Al right. W nmessed up. GOay. Now we're trying to
correct it. Now how |long are you going to punish us
for that? You don't know. W try to nove on.

We ki nd of show you that we got proof
that this working. W're saving lives. By saving
lives, we're becom ng better people. They becone a
better people. And | tell themto be a king, you got
to be a better servant and what's what we do. W
serve the community. They're out there every week
wth nme serving the community. Wether they from
Canden or not, they're serving the community hel ping
peopl e.

And when they get done with us, guess
what, they go around still serving the conmunity.
Hopeful ly, they can get other people to serve the
community and bring nore abroad. That's how you
start one person at a tinme. But how nmuch can we take
when every tine we try torise alittle bit thinking
we' re doi ng sonething right, we get punched in the
back of our head like, oh, you all are doing it
wong. |'ve done it the wong way. This ain't the
wrong way. We're out here saving lives.

So | just want to say, see it past all
the logistics. W're going to get back in order.

But | ook at the work we're doing. Judge us for that.
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Not by hearsay or something theory-based idea in your
head. Cause that's not who we are. You want the
facts? You can cone to the house any day. |'mthere
every day; ask us; take a tour. 1'll cook you

br eakf ast cause |I'm a good cook. You know what |
nmean? W can talk. W're friendly people. W show
love. | love Canden and | | ove the Candenites.
That's the one that's with us and ones that's agai nst
us. They're still part of the community.

So whether we're nessin' wth your idea
what your block is suppose to be or not, we're still
the community. Just because you choose to ignore
us, that don't nean that we're not there. These
el enments are still part of the community that needs
to be fixed and we out there snatching up nen. ||
teach you sonething. W can't save everybody but we
can save sone of you. And that sone people can save
nore people. And that's how-- it's like a fact.

And that's how our progress starts.

Now, | see Brother Nate still out there
doing stuff. You inspire ne to go out there and
help. And that's all we really want. W just want
to help people. W want to better their lives to
bring it to the version of thenselves. Qur position,

it makes you ki nd wondering the humanity of people.
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How can you be against this when it's obvious it's a
good thing. It benefits a lot of people and it
benefits your community whet her you want to see it or
not. That's all | got to say.

MR EINGORN: Thank you.

| hate to do this to you. | know you're
t he next speaker up and there's only three left. But
the Board has got to take a break. W' ve been at it
for three hours. So we got to take a bat hroom break.
The Board shoul d not conduct any discussions that are
not on the record related to the application, whether
with each other or with the people in this room of
the public or the applicant. Gay? |It's a bathroom
break. That's it. That's for the record. Be back
at about five of.

(Of the record at 8:47 p.m)

(Back on the record at 9:03 p.m)

CHAl RMAN HANCE: We can only take two
nor e peopl e because we have about ten nore cases to
go and this case has taken al nost three hours. Wen
we took the break it was three people here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But | was sitting

down cause of ny back. 1've been standing all night
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now and | was behind this |ine.

MR LARIO M. Chairman, if | could.
think one way. | hate for the people here that want
to talk wouldn't be given the ability. Maybe an
instruction such as any repetitious comments that are
goi ng over the sane things that were said or just try
to be brief. | hate for the people that want to
speak woul dn't be given the opportunity. So that's
nmy only concern. | think an instruction, again, to
maybe just not repeat sone of the sane concerns,
potentially could address that problem

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: | don't feel good so
hate to go.

MR EI NGORN:. Next please. Try to keep
it brief. Wuld you raise your right hand, please.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: We appreciate it.

BALEEI A BAKER, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record.

M5. BAKER: Bal eei a Baker, 1535 G eenwood

Avenue, Canden. | " ve been a resident of Canden for
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34 years. M/ husband was born and rai sed here and
| chose to stay because | |ove ny comunity. M
husband supported nmen in every way. He ran a food
program served the community to the point that he
got nmen's clothing and things. He nade sure that the
men directly got them that the wonen didn't pick
t hem up. He was about hel ping nen. And having
lived, he always said, if we ever got a |arge sum of
noney, he would start a nen's shelter.

So there is support for a nen's shelter.
However, as | have -- | was at the neeting on Monday
when | heard about it. And |I've known Pastor Khan
since ny 20's, his famly. And what he does, he does
great things in the comunity. W should be giving
to our conmmunity. W should be hel ping our fell ow
man. That's what we are birthed to do. It has been
menti oned about faith here. And in faith it also
says, when you know what is right to do and don't do
it, it's asin. And there are things that weren't
done right so, of course, it is a sin.

When | received a copy of the report of
Maurice River, | was shocked, disappointed and hurt
with all of it because it was represented in a
different way. |If things were presented as it was

given on Saturday that it was a shelter for these nen
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and everything was cut and dry, 1'd be the first one
willing to hel p support, cook, whatever they needed.
But now | do have nore questions than answers. There
were 20 nen and in this report that were in Maurice
River. Now there's eight here. M question is, what
happened to the other 12? Wy didn't all 20 of them
go together when they are there to support one

anot her ?

Also at the neeting it was presented that
it would be for maybe six nonths; naybe a year; a
tenporary situation to the issue in Maurice Vill age.
But since we've been here tonight, it went from
Six months to 18 nonths. And when is the 18 nonths
begi nning? Fromwhat | have al so heard is, they have
been in the house since February. So does that 18
nmont hs begin fromthis February of the February they
started on which neans it would be six nonths from
this February?

It also said that this is a vol unteer
program They're not in prison. They can conme and
go if they choose to. Wien | |left the neeting that
Saturday, really wanting to support this, | had a
concern for also for the nen. |f they had been
rehabilitated froma drug habit, we still have sone

i ssues in Parkside that | wouldn't want themto be
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| eaned back to going into that crawl i ng down
backwar ds.

So those are, you know, just sonme of ny
concerns. Not against themas far as hel ping them
"' mfor hel ping and doi ng good w Il wherever good
wi Il can be done. But there are sone really serious

concerns that need to be hashed out. So | can't

support it tonight. As nuch as, you know, | |ove
Amr Khan, | think he does great work. | vol unteer
all over. | don't tell anybody things | do because

our left hand is not suppose to tell a right hand
what's going on. The easiest thing to do is do what
is right. But we have to do it as Ms. G eene said in
decency and order. So that's where | stand.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Thank you.

MR EINGORN: Wuld you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

ANGELA RANDALL, having first been duly

sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as

fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record.

MS. RANDALL: Angela Randall, 16 Turn
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About Lane, Sicklerville, New Jersey.

Al though | do not live in Canden City but
born and raised. | renmenber ny address until this
day, 1607 Park Blvd. Forest Hll. Wnt to Hatch
literally. None of that is really questionable or
anything else. | will tell you in regards to ny
position of the work that | do states that | help
i ndi viduals with an Energency Savi ngs Match Program
because | want to encourage themto actually start a
bank account. | will tell you that |I'm a housing
counsel or because | get nunerous calls. And | would
actually state that I'mnot only getting Canden City,
Canden County residents who are standing in need of
evi ction prevention who are al so standing in need of
i mm nent of honel essness who are al ready honel ess.

| would also tell you that | have
famlies who are actually honeless. | would al so
tell you that I"ma pick coordinator. And what that
is, it's a honel ess network, honel ess pl anni ng
net wor kK coordi nator who goes out annually on the
col dest night in January to assess individuals who
are unsheltered from honel essness. | would tell you
that on ny conmttee neetings that | host nonthly,
| have stakehol ders who are represented who cone to

me and ask for support letters from DCA, Departnent
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of Community of Affairs, Departnent of Human
Services, Departnent of Child and Fam |y Services, as
wel | as Departnent of Corrections.

| would tell you that those support
|l etters are asked because it's a way of decency and
order of representing the sane. Like we stand behind
you in support of actually hel ping vul nerable
popul ations. | would definitely stand here to tell
you that if | turned around and offered the eight
gentlenen or six that are here present, if |I could
offer you a single-famly hone in renting in saying
li ke this would be sonething beneficial to you
because six nonths, 12 nonths post-graduati ng,
(i naudi bl e) speaks to institutionalizing you again.
| would offer and say |ike, hey, if |I had sonewhere
to place you i ndependently for housing, would you
take it or would you consistently want to stay with
seven other males in a small square footage?

| would also tell you that -- | would
like to tell you that Pastor Amr Khan does a
wonderful job in regards to all the work that he's
been doing within the community that has been
recorded. He has cane and sat in on ny conmmittee
neetings. W didn't offer a support letter. One

wasn't asked. | would state to you that there are
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sone questions unanswered. \What determ nes when a
person is ready for independent housing? |If housing
was avail able for themw thin other progranms wth
options for New Beginnings to continue to provide
services, is that an issue or not?

| would ask you, if one or two residents
nmoved on or graduate out of the program wll new
graduat es be accepted cause the quorumis eight?
| would al so ask, what are the statistics for nen
living within the square footage that provides or
shows a success rate? | would also ask you that upon
di scharge, what are the provided aftercare services
that are provided? | would ask that, is there any
famly reunification provided because we actually
understand that, yes, broken hones was done, correct?

| would ask, is there any proposed pl an
to actually reunite the famly? Because | could tel
you in a test that | cane here and actually asked for
a letter of support fromthe Cty Council by way of
being a director of honel ess services hel ping youth
and young adults who are actually in honel essness.
| will tell you that sone of those children may have
not been children of these individuals but they were
children of incarcerated famlies.

| would tell you that they are children
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of those who were addicted. | would tell you that
there were children who were in a foster hones. |
would tell you that they are in need of housing just
as deserving as anyone else. | would stand here and
actually ask you sone questions |like, okay, so if
we're not suppose to be tal king about structure of
| and taxes and so on and so forth, | would then ask
you then, why are you paying these taxes? Wy does
that value matter? |f decency and order is to be
pushed to the side then I would ask you, then why are
we here?

| woul d al so ask you several questions
again. |I'mnot posing questions to anyone else. |'m
just asking you in regards to your position and your
rule. There are residents who not only actually have
sone chal | enges and sone circunstances that they went
t hrough, but they overcone those certain
circunstances to be able to actually rent a hone,
purchase a hone, devel op a business. For sone odd
reason, the governnent, the |aw says that we have to
do things. And, | guess, in your position, you have
to actually vote on sone of these things. And | know
it's an unconfortable position for you. However, |
don't want you to think that we're actually voting on

t he whol e concept of, do we care for a person or do
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we not care for a person? | don't get the right to
actually say what is and what's not.

" mjust asking you, are there questions
that are not answered and is that support to align
with what you' ve already stated that one woul d need
to do? If | had a house -- If | purchased a house,
do | have to cone to you and to say that I would like
to actually, | don't know, just turn it into a strip
joint; have a strip bar; have a Speakeasy? There's
sonme rules and there's sone decency in order | do
not know the rights or wongs of it. And | do not
live here nowin the Gty of Canden. However, again,
with ny work space, | do a lot of city residents. |
do a lot of work with the City of Canden, the Mayor's
Ofice. |1 do alot of work wwth the county.

| do a ot of work that speaks to, it's
not just eight individuals whose |ives are inpacted
here today. There's nunerous individuals who stand
in need, not only from Canden Gty but Cunberl and
County, Phil adel phia as well. |'mnot sure who gets
the right to actually decide and say who is right or
who is wong. You guys have a | ot on your plate.

The only thing I'm asking you is, please
make certain that you' re nmaking the right decision as

it relates to decency, order, |and uses, conmunities,




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

162

and whatever your role is. |If there's sonme questions
in here; if it helps you, | have nore. But | don't
want to be in a tinme constraint because there's been
100 people already speaking. So that's it. That's
all. | thank you for your tinme. | ask you to think
in regards to what you're doing.

MR, ElI NGORN:. Thank you.

Wul d you raise your right hand, please.

CASSANDRA GRAVES, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN:. Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record, please.

M5. GRAVES: M nane is Cassandra G aves.
| live at 221 N. 37th Street, Canden, New Jersey.

As | listened to this whole group of
peopl e speaking today, | noted a couple of things.
One, Parkside said they had 900 famlies. N ne
hundred agai nst eight. Think about that. N ne
hundred agai nst ei ght people who want to renew their
lives. Then | also listened and | heard that there
wer e ordi nances that were nade. But one thing

asked is that when people do not do exactly what the
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ordi nance says adverse, should we forgive? How nany
m st akes have you nmade that people hadn't forgiven
you for?

How many times are we suppose to forgive?
Seventy-seven tines seven. The people in the
Par ksi de community say they are a famly. How nany
tinmes do they not forgive people that cone in their
communi ty? How many tinmes? Think about it. Your
job is to decide whether or not eight people get to a
chance to do it over again. Wuld one of those
peopl e one day be your child? Wuld you want
forgi veness? You would want that for your child.

You woul d want soneone to say, | |ove you enough and
| am going to say, we're going bypass this because
you nade a m stake. And certainly that nay be a big
m st ake.

But how many of your children have nade
big m stakes? And you wel cone them back into your
honmes. So |I'msaying to Parkside, forgive. That's
what God would want you to do. Start all over
again. That's what he tells people to do. [If you
are Christians and you all | believe were saying, you
are Christians, then you feel that God nmde
provi sions for those who nade m stakes. |If nurderers

he made provisions for. He gave them a place of
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refuge to hide fromso that the peoples that were
after themcould not nurder them Wuld we be

mur deri ng these ei ght nmen out of 900 so that they
could not start their lives again? W all live in
confortabl e hones.

You asked the question. Wy were they
not in MIlville? Wll, I"mgoing to tell you ny
opinion. I'mblack. | live in Canden. MlIllville is
white. Not only are they white, they're rich. They
don't want no bl ack people that are poor to cone into
their community. Wy in Canden when our econony is
|l ow that we can't accept eight people? Ei ght people
that will go out, get a job, and bring Canden up, and
per haps buy a house next to you. Wiy? | leave it up
to y'all to decide because | don't have the right.
God didn't give ne the privilege to sit on your
Board. But I'mtelling you, what we ought to do is
cone together. W are suppose to be famly. A
shelter is a place where people cone to recover.
Hel p peopl e recover. Canden has grown since |'ve
been here. | see it developing all over. And
t hey' re making provisions. Even Parkside is making
provi sions for those people that need help. Don't
deny these eight out of 900.

MR EINGORN:  Thank you.
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Wul d you raise your right hand, please.

TI ARE JUNE CORSEY BURT, having first been
duly sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record.

M5. BURT: M nane is Tiare June Corsey
Burt. | live at 1423 Kai ghn Avenue.

| have 19 years of service working with
children every day here in the Gty of Canden. Poppy
Sharp was ny first boss. | lost a son in 2008 in
East Canden. I'ma WIlliam |I'"ma Carpenter; |'m an
Ingram |'ma Prinose; |'mBennett. That's ny
famly. Now, | just took in a Vietnam Mari ne because
he got washed down on Admral WIson Blvd. | feed
t he honel ess. W have a food mnistry at 1435 Kai ghn
Avenue. W feed and pass out food on Saturdays at
1: 30 and Sundays at 11: 30.

Now, | was at the neeting Monday. And
t hese are sone strong, young black nen. Because they
was | ooked at and ridiculed, | couldn't believe it.
My son got shot 16 tinmes in the back. Just I|ike

Mal col m X So |l said, it wasn't a nurder. It was an
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assignation. And in this CGty, |I've worked the

el ection; 1've worked for unenploynent. And when

t hey noved us to Whodcrest, they had to get a shuttle
bus because the caucasi an people were scared because
all the black people was coming into Cherry Hill for
probation. Scared.

My thing is this. W have to help each
other. |If we're going to hurt then we can't help
you. |'ve worked with Pastor Khan. Wen his father
died, it was a whole block, the Gty of Canden owed
his father for being a doctor and Dr. Henderson;

Dr. Went(phonetic spelling) W as a people, we
don't have and I'mtelling you this black people, we
don't have no country to go back to. | don't

cel ebrate Thanksgi vi ng because they sl aughtered the
| ndi ans and then they worked the slaves. So we have
to pay attention to what's going on.

Wien they shot ny son 16 tines, | didn't

have no reverend speaking at ny son's funeral.

| spoke. |I'ma black panther. |[|'man Ingraham a
Prinobse. | work for PBUMwi th 19 years of service.
| fed people. | had a Speakeasy and fed people in

Centerville so wonen woul dn't have to do a bl ow job
| gave themone. You ain't got to do that. W don't

hel p each other. And you all got all these forns.
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Where was they at when the people was sl eeping on
Canden Trust and Canden Free Library? | have a park
nanmed after ny uncle, Ralph WIllians. People were
sl eeping there. People were sleeping in the
transportation center. You shouldn't have to step
over nobody. I'ma queen. First of all, | don't
need no man doin' nothin' for me or show ng ne where
your daddy is, okay, cause | can take care of nyself.
' ma survivor of breast cancer right
now. And the thing that nmakes nme nmad is, we sit up
here and say this. And we can't even cone out and
vote. You can't even get out here and do anything
for your kids. M husband just passed, Thursday the
30th, 3 years. | sleep by nyself; eat by nyself; get
up by nyself with the grace of God. But I'mgoing to
say this, we as a people, we vote you in. Think
about it. You said these schools, these buildings, |
wanted to get PBUM | wanted to get hones and | and.
You know what, can't do it. You all make up al

t hese rules but where is the rule when this says,

take care of your brothers. That's all |'m saying.
|"'mtired. Pastor Khan, | wish you all the luck in
t he worl d.

MR EINGORN:  Woul d you raise your right

hand, pl ease.
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ALEXI S ANDERSON, having first been duly
affirmed, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name
and address for the record.

MS5. ANDERSON: Al exi s Anderson, 1546
G eenwood Avenue, Canden.

So first of all, I want to thank you al
for hearing ne today. | want to thank everybody
here. To the gentleman that's part of this program
you guys are doing a comendable thing, let nme tel
you that. Because guess what, we are all mnisters
to God. W all have a mnistry. Wat |'mabout to
say is nothing personal because guess what, God
handpi cked every |l ast one of us to do a certain job
to his and his alone, his glory.

This is not about -- |'ve heard peopl e
get up here and say that you're saving lives. No,
you save nothing. God and God al one saves lives. He
saves whom he wants to save. And nmake no m st ake
when you tal k about God, | amtal king about the sane
God that Abraham |ssac and Jacob served. The sane
God that stood in that fire with three Hebrew boys

and he saved them That sane God that shut the nouth
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of that lion when Daniel was in that |ion's den.
Make no m stake, that's the God | serve.

So | have been in service to this
community for years, well over 20 years. Make no
m st ake about that. | have counsel ed kids here.
| have offered help. | have done sone of these kids'
hair in nmy honme and | probably shoul dn't have because
in the tines that we're living, that's not a good
i dea. But you know what, God put it on ny heart to
do that. 1've paid noney out of my own pocket and
went wi thout so the kids here can get the things that
they want and need. So I'mgoing to tell you this.
| am a public servant, a paid public servant.

And based on the definition that Pastor
Khan and his attorney gave about being honeless, |'m
a paid public servant who is honeless. But | get up
every day. | do ny job. And I cone hone and do the
best that | can. | sit in the library sonetines over
there in Canden to do ny work. So I'mtelling you
gent |l enen back here, no one is knocking you. The
issue is, and I'll say this to you, Pastor Khan, you
say you're a man of faith, you a man of God. First
Corinthians 1440 says, "But let all things be done
decently and in order."

Now, | just heard the gentl enan back here
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and | | ove your passion for it. W're talking about
decency and orderly --

MR EINGORN. Ma'am |'msorry. W can't
be addressing other people in the public. You're
suppose to address the Board.

MS5. ANDERSON: |I'msorry. No. Because
| saw other people do it. | apologize. So the
gent | eman back here did say that, what about decency
and order. Everything has a place. God sent it
forth for that reason. And I'll give you an
exanpl e. When the Apostle Peter cut off the Roman's
ear, what he was trying to do was prevent Jesus from
going to a death that he was suppose to go to so that
he could save all of us. So although Peter was
passi onate, he was wong. And Jesus nade that known.
Sane thing when they tried to get himto go down in
Jerusalemtoo early, because they wanted himto be
seen, he shut them down again.

So | get your passion but | have a
problemwi th the way this gentl eman conduct ed hi nsel f
in my community. He said he went to the nei ghbors.
| have never net this nman before in ny life. |
haven't gotten a note fromhim not a letter
nothing. | find his behavior to be atrocious and

i nconsi derate. | know not hing about the people and
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he was going do it anyway w thout perm ssion which,
again, it's just inappropriate.

The resolution for that is from Maurice
Townshi p, that had nothing to do with -- this is not
a black or white issue. |It's not that they didn't
want bl ack people in that comunity. And | am
requesting that you all read the entire resol ution.
It is alnbost 41 pages. It's not a bigread. So I'l]l
gi ve you sone notes on nunbers. Nunber 16:
Approxi mately 30 percent of the applicant do not
finish the program So when he's saying that has a
90 percent success rate, a 90 percent success rate of
what? This is under oath he testified. It's 30
percent or 30 percent of applicants only finished
t he program

He did the sane thing down in Maurice
Township. He started this programw thout their
perm ssion. And when they found out -- what he's not
telling you is that on April 27 of 2023, they filed
an order to show cause. That is Nunber 32 in the
resolution. And, therefore, that's when he nmade the
deci sion to nove those applicants. There was 20
there. He supposedly noved ei ght here. Were's the
other 12 at? He had al so nade, he said, Nunber 48,
$400, 000 in inprovenments at that property and he
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admtted on record he did it w thout seeking the
required permts, which it appears that he's done the
sane thing at the property that his father owned.
Agai n, w thout, seeking permts.

He also stated in Nunmber 51 that he
t hought he coul d pi ggyback on to the operations
of Bet hany Church. Soneone once told ne that the
road to hell is paved on good intentions. Item
Nunber 54 in the resolution, he agreed to rel ocate
said persons from Maurice Townshi p. Mke no m st ake
it has MIIlville address, but it's Maurice Townshi p.
And he only did so is because, again, they filed an
Order to Show Cause. He had no intentions of doing
the right thing until he got caught. | had an old
boss tell ne one tine, that it's easier to ask for
forgi veness than perm ssion.

Past or Khan has proven that he |lives by
that notto. That's not okay. [It's not acceptable.
W live in a society that has rul es and regul ati ons
they are there in place for a reason. And he
apparently feels that he can usurp those rul es and
regul ations when he feels like it.

| tem Nunber 56 in the resolution from
Mauri ce Townshi p. There have been a nunber of 911

call s that was exhausting their resources. Now,
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unfortunately, | was not able to get all the CAD
reports. This city is already down so many police
officers. W don't have those type of resources.
And it appears that the staff that he does have are
not trained to know when to call -- when to use
enmer gency services and when not to use them That is
concerning in an already fragile area in Parkside.

This past summer there had been a nunber
shootings. I'mgoing to tell you that ny car was
stolen. One of the reasons for ny honel essness in
regards to how he defines it because | am
couch-surfing. Now it has cost nme upwards of $50, 000
and counting because | still don't have ny car Aback.
And that's because sonebody selfishly stole ny car so
when | went to get up to go to work, it was not
there. And, unfortunately, | did not have enough
time to go get affidavits fromthe residents that
testified agai nst Pastor Khan and his church for
havi ng the programthat they had there that they
shoul d not have had there.

| tem Nunber 95, he tal ks about they don't
have to make paynents. They nake financi al
arrangenents.

MR LARIO M. Chairman, and | hate to

do this because | know it has been a very | ong night
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here. | think we're getting a little off fromthe
testinony --

V5. ANDERSON: Excuse ne, sir. This is

the thing. You don't live in Canden. | do. And
this ny right. | pay ny taxes and | can pay the
bill. So you had your nonent. You're not going to

steal ny tinme. Because what's going to happen is,
|"'mgoing to tell you this. |If you can take --

CHAI RVAN HANCE: You have to address us.

M5. ANDERSON:. Thank you.

MR EINGORN: Ma'am the issue we're
running into is, we have seven ot her applicants.

MS. ANDERSON: | understand that, sir.
But this is the thing. Had Pastor Khan done this

correctly

MR EINGORN: We agree.

MS. ANDERSON: -- this could have been a
whol e day set to this. Because, again, he did not do
that. So this is why we're here right now.

MR EINGORN: | know why we're here,
Ma'am And | agree that Pastor Khan shoul d have gone
to the planning office first. | think that's a known
fact and the Board will acknow edge it; that the
general consensus and rule of lawis, you' re suppose

to go get your approvals first. Right?
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MS. ANDERSON:  Correct.

MR, EINGORN. We know that. And that's
been established and testified to by the public.

And | think has taken quote unquote judicial notice
because we're a quasi judicial Board.

M5. ANDERSON: And understand that, sir.
But this is the thing, I'mal nost done. |If you can
just bear wth ne.

MR EINGORN:. Can you cut it down to |ike
a mnute, mnute and a half?

M5. ANDERSON. Gve ne -- let's try five
m nutes. |If you can negotiate it.

CHAl RMVAN HANCE: W can't. Get to your
poi nt because we've been here for three hours or nore
and we have anot her seven cases to hear.

MS. ANDERSON:. And understand that.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: You'll be out of here
and we'll still be here.

MR, EINGORN. G ve ne one second.

Counsel, do you want to make an evidentiary
obj ecti on.

MR LARIO So it's just -- with
reference to this prior resolution, obviously this is
not the matter before the Board. It was a type of

use; there were different experts; there was
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different testinony. |'mconcerned that by bringing
this and trying to paint this applicant by what was
done in Maurice River, MIllville, it's a different
application. Qbviously, --

M5. ANDERSON: It's a different
application but the sane attitude with the same
ubi qui tous attitude.

MR EINGORN:. Qur court reporter can't
take you both down at the sane tinme. Please |et
counsel finish and you'll get your tinme to finish.

MR LARIO So public comment, it shoul d
be limted to the informati on and testi nony that was
provided to this Board at this neeting. And we're
happy to answer or try to address any of those
questions or concerns. But to use another
application in another nunicipality and try to bring
that up now when it's clear, not applicable to the
testinony that was provided, that's where we draw t he
obj ection to.

MR EINGORN:  Your objection is noted. |
do have read through a good portion of this
resolution. And | do think that the need for tonight
does arise fromthe denial of this, so it is sonewhat
relevant to Alexis's point. Alexis, we hear you |oud

and clear, but just running out of tine.
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M5. ANDERSON: So this is the thing.
Past history teaches that past behavior is a
predictor of the future. So he's done this before.
He's going to continue to do this until sonebody

stops him Again, to the young nmen in the back, the

eight, I"'mgoing to call you guys the Canden Ei ght.
This is not against you. | support you getting the
hel p that you need. But the way it's done, no, | do

not support this house here.

So these are the questions before you the
Board makes their decision, that | would |ike you to
all to ask. Ask yourselves and ask him D d he
upgrade the septic tank? |Is it good enough for eight
peopl e? What other property? He said he's | ooked at
ot her properties for this program \Were is he
| ooked at? Can that be verified that he's done these
things? Wat's the floor plan? Wat's the policy?
He told us who the staff were but what are their
credentials? Are they offered nental health
counsel i ng?

What happens when the sun sets when this
18-nmont hs and Maurice River denies their
application? Because if you read their final
descent, it appears that that's not going to get

approved but I"'mnot God so | can't tell the future.
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What happens with that? He says he has security
caneras and that's nice. W nonitors those security
caneras because they woul d have to be nonitored
24-hours a day. Wat credentials do they have to
nmoni tor those security caneras? Also, all his
supporters, none of themreside in Canden. Wat's
the curriculumthat these gentlenmen have? Wat's
their daily plan everyday? He said, they have
financial planning and they're saving up for housing.
Can he provide statenents that show that they have
been successfully saving their noney so they can nove
f orwar d?

| ' ve heard people get up here and say
he's a hunble man. The definition of humlity is
defined as nodest or a | ow view of one's inportance.
But it seens |ike he has exhaulted hinself by doing
what he did. Because actions does not align wth
humlity. Again, his actions align with the fact
that it's easier to ask for forgiveness than
permssion. So | say to you gentlenmen and | adies, |
| eave you with this. Character is what you say and
do when nobody is | ooking.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: 1'11 be very
brief.

MR EINGORN. Do you work -- are you part
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of the --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | prom se you,
"Il be very brief.

MR EINGORN: [|f counsel wants to cal
you as a witness, that's one thing but you're really
not a nenber of the public. You work for the
appl i cant.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: It's open to the
public. If you work for himthat kind of excludes
you. And like | told her, we have seven nore cases
to go through.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER ~ Soneone el se was
here that spoke that --

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Let us get through this
case. Let ne close it to the public.

MR EINGORN: Yes. Cosed to the
public. The application is closed to the public.

Counsel, do you want to give you closing
remar ks?

MR LARIO Yes, very briefly and, again,
| thank everyone for your patience here tonight. |
now this has been a very long night. Just a few
items that | wanted to address based upon the public
comment. And, obviously, there was a | ot of public

comment so | have strong feelings about this.
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The first itemis, is this question as to
a shelter license. And that shelter |icense, that
termshelter is really being necessitated by the

state licensing for this site. The actual day-to-day

operation, howthis site will be used, will match the
testinony you heard tonight. There will be eight nen
as part of this program They will be there until

they are able to get their own independent housi ng.
There wll be a nenber of the staff on-site at all
times. Again, that's howit is functionally going to
be used. And we don't have a choice in changing
that. Because in your resolution of approval, what's
going to dictate how we utilize this site is going to
contain that exact type of |anguage and we're going
to be bound by that.

There's a question as to what this
changes in the future. Wat if what we are proposing
here tonight, down the road we want to change, we
want to go over the 18 nonths? Again, we're sinply
without the ability to do that. |If the resolution,
the state regulations, they're going to dictate
exactly how this type of facility is going to have to
be operated. And that resolution can be used by both
the nmunicipality and neighbors. | nean, if they were

to see sonething that is inconsistent with that
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resolution, it's a zoning violation and we're
wel | -aware of that. But we are bound under the
zoning |laws to adhere to that.

| know there's a | ot comments as to the
Redevel opnent Plan. | would note that the
Redevel opnent Pl an does not supersede the M.UL
Muni ci pal Land Use Law, and your Master Plan. And
both of those talk about the types of inherently
beneficial use, this type of beneficial use and why
this is so inportant to pronote and the good that
this does. Now, there's analysis that this Board has
to do as part of that. And, again, our planner
provided that testinony that we'll be able to have
this inherently beneficial use w thout causing any
substantial detrinent to the Nei ghborhood Pl an.

And, | think, what's worth noting here
I's, obviously, this is a situation where Pastor Khan
isintimtely involved in this. And | think there
was a |l ot of coments about managenent. And | think
that was a very good comment by a nmenber of the
publ i c who spoke about nmanagenent. Because these
different facilities are obviously nanaged
differently. | think there is a unique circunstance
here where you have a nmenber of this conmunity who

has been involved in this community for so | ong.
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| don't want to speak for Pastor Khan but
| have a feeling he would agree that if there was any
issue with any of these neighbors as to the site, if
a call was made to him he'd the first one to answer

it, and I"mconfident in that. Cbviously, we're

| ooking at a 18-nonth wi ndow here. It's what we need
in order to provide for these nen. Again, | thank
you very much for your tinme. |If there's any

addi ti onal questions for ne or any nenber of the
applicant's team M. Landgraf, Pastor Khan, we're
happy to answer them Thank you.

MR, EI NGORN. Thank you, Counsel.

Now is the Board's tine to ask any
further questions, wap up the last bit of
i nformati on you may need to nmake a decision and to
articul ate that decision on the record. And then
propose a noti on whether or not to grant the
application which is for a use variance and a site
pl an wai ver related to the use of the property.

As you've heard, the testinony from--
sorry -- legal argunment from counsel and testinony
fromthe planner, the professional planner, this is
an inherently beneficial use as defined by state
| aw. Whether or not you personally agree with the

definition is not really relevant to the anal ysis.
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It's a termof art which the Board is famliar wth,
and which controls this application as it relates to
the standard as articulated by M. Landgraf. Last
guestions; discussion; notion.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: When is the 18-nonth
starting? Wat's the initial date?

MR LARIO W' re proposing the 18 nonths
fromthe adoption of the resol ution next nonth.

VI CE- CHAl RMAN COOPER:  So that's
January.

MR EINGORN:  Now, the Board has the
right to condition it as it sees fit. There is an
agreenent of 18 nonths so that's sonething you can
obviously articulate as a condition of approval that
t hey have agreed to.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: M. Khan, |
commend you for the work that you're doing in our
community here. You're out there on the front |ine.
| know fam |y nenbers who have been there with you
during Code Blue and all that stuff. Again, when you
cone to us for this ordi nance here, you know, we have
things -- safeguards in place here |ike 870-54. It
says, | odging houses, boardi ng houses and rooni ng
houses, multi-famly dwellings are or any conbi nati on

therefore, it's not permtted. And this is -- | know
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you' re com ng up.

MR LANDGRAF: If | may. That's your
role here. Your role is a Zoning Board of
Adjustnment. You are here to adjust that, your
ordi nances when you see fit. That's your role. |Is
to | ook at these applications and review t hem for
vari ances. You don't see By-right applications. You
see things for variances, nostly use variances. You
have a separate pl anning board here. So that is your
role. That is your role as a zoning board nenber, is
to ook at these applications. Yes, it's not a
permtted use. That's why we're here. If it was
permtted, we wouldn't have been here.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  But the Pl anni ng
Board should be --

MR EINGORN: They don't go to the
Pl anni ng Board because they're requesting a
variance -- a use variance.

MR LANDGRAF: A use variance is solely
t he Zoning Board's responsibility.

MR LARIO If we were a permtted use,
we woul dn't be before this Board. 1It's only
because - -

MR LANDGRAF: |'mnot saying it's an

easy role. That's what your guys' role is is to
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revi ew cases and |l ook at the justification on both
sides of it. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: We heard 21 wi tnesses,
right, about 21. And out of the 21, | heard one
young | ady, one person, that feels unsafe. No one
else felt unsafe. | can also say, ne, ny nephew
lives on Princess Avenue, right across fromthe New
Begi nnings. | have been there nunerous tines. |
t hought they closed down. That's how quiet it was.
There was no novenent. No one there that | saw ni ght
and day. And he lives directly across the street on
Pri ncess Avenue. Not down the bl ock; not around the
corner but right across.

To put it this way, if he would have
never canme up here, this place would be enpty. He
cane up here to say, hey, I'mdoing this wong,
| need help. GCkay? But if he didn't do that -- you
know how are beings are, a few people out here,
that's what woul d have been out here. |'m saying
this, I don't see anything wong wi th hel ping ei ght
guys, ten guys, one guy. Because this is what -- we
are here for that. That's being human. | heard
about property; | heard about noney; | heard about
everyt hi ng but hel pi ng these guys.

And it's easy to tear sonething down, but
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hard to get sonething positive and keep it runni ng.

And, yes, we all neke m stakes. And |I'mnot on his

side; I'"'mnot on their side. |I'mjust saying what |
feel. W' ve been here over three hours and 21
people. So |I'm about making a difference. 1|'ve been
doing it all ny life. | work for Canmden County OEO

We hel p people. And, yes, we don't get it right all
the tinme either but we still hang in there. W do
what we have to do. | nean, | wote a book here.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: Can | make a
not i on?

MR EINGORN. Wait. Wait.

M5. ATWOCD: |'ve known them since | was
a teenager. But ny problemis the pattern of
deception. That's ny problem the pattern of
deception. And you need to be able to follow the
rules but it's a classic case of Pastor Khan not
being able to follow the rules.

MS. ALSTON:  And, you know, |, too, have
listened to the public and what they've been
sayi ng. And everyone has been saying that they are
for them being there. No one has -- | think maybe
one or two people are against it but for the wong
reasons. Like they're against what the path he has

taken to get here. And | don't think -- | don't
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believe that's sonmething that we are going to -- in
my opinion, that's not going to play a factor in
determ ni ng on whet her we approve this or not.

He's doing a | ot of good things. W can,
in the Resolution, ensure that what we want to happen
happens. And we do that by saying, we're going to do
it; we're going to allow a tenporary 18 nonths. O
if it's the septic systemthat one person nentioned.
What ever the case nmay be, we can add this into the
Resolution to make sure that it is being adhered to
what he needs or he's doing what he's suppose to be
doing in terns of that regard.

| don't think the programis the
problem It is a good business nodel in place that's
structured. It has a curfew It's short-term So
there's a |lot of positive here. And | think if the
concern is following the rules or choosing the path
that we need to include that in the Resol ution.

MR LARIO If | may briefly. | don't
want anyone on this Board to think there was a nodel
of deception here. Wen Pastor Khan realized he
needed specific docunentation for this type of use
fromthe state for his license, this application was
made. And it has been -- the date of subm ssion,

Past or Khan, do you know off the top of your head?
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Sone tine over the sunmmer approxi matel y?

MR EINGORN: Are you tal king about the
appeal or the application?

MR KHAN. Sone tine in May.

MR LARIO  May?

MR, KHAN. No, no. Once we found out.

MR LARIO So this has been a process.
And | know it has been process that -- and |
understand there's nenbers of the community that are
hopi ng or asking that it went a different way, but |
can tell you that the Minicipal Land Use Law | ays out
a way to do this. And | know it doesn't require
nmeetings wth the comunity. |t doesn't require
personal letters that Pastor Khan has done. He's net
wth the community. He sent out personal letters.

This is certainly not sonething where
he's trying to fast-track. That's because, again,
this has been over six nonths we've been waiting to
get this application before this Board. The word
deceptive, that's one thing where | don't think he's
been deceptive. Tonight has not been an easy ni ght.
| know all things being equal, we wish we didn't have
to do this, but obviously this is the way to do it.
And this gives an avenue and a vehicle to all these

menbers of the public to talKk.
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M5. ATWOOD. Wien |'m saying a pattern of
decepti on, when Pastor Khan ran for mayor of the Cty
of Canden, he said he lived there. |'mjust saying.
Ckay. | wouldn't use the word deception if it were
not appli cabl e.

MR LARIO Al | can speak about is this
appl i cation.

M5. ATWOCD: | under st and.

MR, EINGORN: So Reverend Martinez is
feeling a little ill so we need to get noving.

So is there any further discussion on the
record?

MS. ATWOOD:  No.

M5. MERRICKS: | just wanted to ask, do
they have a license at the other facility; was that
licensed? O were you trying to get a license at the
other facility?

MR LARIO W were trying to get the
approvals to get the |icense.

M5. MERRICKS: To get the |license, okay.

Then anot her concern. How many people in
Canden is in the house? |I'mfor everybody getting
cured. But how nany people live in Canden that's in
t hat house?

PASTOR KHAN: Technically, there was of
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t he seven, there was only one or two that are
original. They're all residents now. But there's
only one or two originally from Canden.

M5. MERRI CKS: Because ny concern is, |
remenber |ike a couple of years ago, they was
fl ooding people into our Gty at the bus
transportation center, loads of themand |let them off
t he bus, dropping themoff and in our community. And
| just want to make sure that this is another
drop-off station.

MR KHAN:. No. |It's absolutely not a
drop-off station. And, again, | want to
re- enphasi ze, and | heard a | ot of people talk and I
didn't want to interrupt, and they tal ked about doing
t hi ngs not correct and not decent in order.
Everything was done in decent order here. W filled
out the application. You guys understand there was a
backlog. It was difficult to get before you. There
was a problemw th the Courier Post and post dates
had to be put us on another nonth. Last nonth, the
two nonths ago, | guess it was, you didn't have
guorum So we're doing everything correct.

| don't want to bring up MIlville,
Sister Atwood. But | can tell you there are

circunstances that we can't get into now. It's
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totally different. But | can tell everybody in this
room anybody that doesn't understand, just drive
down MIIlville and you know why, and what we got
into. But | can tell you this wi thout getting nyself
in trouble, they've already cone back and their
attorney said that they were wong and they're trying
to settle out of court. GCkay? |[|'Il you right now
So that's why we know we'd be down here soon. Okay?

Just so that everybody is aware.
MIlville is the post office box. Murice River
Township is the actual city. That's howit is nowin
that area with small little towms. Oay? So there
is a Federal lawsuit and we can't tal k about that
now. But that's what's going on there. W'IlIl be
back there real soon. | had no problem putting out
$450, 000 into that place for renovations. And we
still continue to fix up the place because we know
we'll be back there real soon.

There wasn't deception. There wasn't
di shonesty. If | had to do it all over again -- when
| did call Parkside and | talked to Roger Dickerson
and there was a tinme already schedul ed for the
nmeeting that nonth. The nonth before, Brother
D ckerson just passed. Wat we said, we'll cone to

t he next cause we're already schedul ed for January.
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We couldn't go to this | ast one because they had Lady
of Lourdes there. They said we couldn't go. So
people are getting half-truths and hal f-stories.
That's not the truth. W tried doing everything the
right way, filing the paperwork so forth and so on.
And by the way, Sister Theresa, | did live there when
we did run. GCkay? |'mnot there now but during that
time period, | did. Thank you. Any other questions
for me?

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Yes. |If we pass you for
18 nonths, 12 nonths or whatever the case may be,

what happens if you don't find a place?

MR KHAN. | can't -- if the attorneys --
if you guys agree on this, | wll agree not even to
cone back and ask for an extension. | know that's
strange. | don't have a problemwth that. | know
for fact where they're going. | know for a fact
we're not going to stay there. | wll say to you

right now, we won't even cone back for an extension
if that can be worked out. And | know you probably
don't like that. | don't have a problemw th that.
| know where we're gong.

MR LARIO You won't want to see us just
as much as we won't have to cone back for an

extension of it. | "' m sure.
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VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER: And if MIlville
opens up before --

CHAI RVAN HANCE: -- the 18 nonths -

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COCPER:  -- we get --

MR KHAN. Correct. W mght be opening
up real soon.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER  Ri ght exactly.

MR KHAN: We have to check so that we're
| egal and honest with the state.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: | got you.

MR KHAN. Thank you.

M5. ALSTON: | want to nake a notion to
go ahead and pass it with the stipulation that we do
the 18 nont hs.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: So say it little bit
| ouder .

MS. ALSTON: | thought | was talking
| oud. Making a notion to pass. | want to nake sure
we want to add to the Resolution the 18 nonths.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER: | f their other
facility opens --

M5. ALSTON: |'m not even concerned about
all that. I'mthinking 18 nonths and if it happens
earlier, then it happens. Watever else needs to

happen.




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

194

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: And | second it.

CHAl RVAN HANCE: Wait, wait.

MR EINGORN: There was an offer not to
cone back. Are you going to add that as a condition?

M5. ALSTON: |'m not even concerned about
the offer.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: W were going to add
that in there.

MS. ALSTON: Advise --

CHAl RVAN HANCE: Yes, the offer we're
going to add that in there. Now, Reverend.

REVEREND MARTI NEZ: | second.

MR EINGORN: |1'Ill take a roll-call vote.
Chai r man Hance.

M5. ATWOCD: | didn't hear the notion.

MR EINGORN. There's a notion to pass
wth a condition of 18 nonths with the agreenent not
to cone back for an extension.

MR LARIO Cbviously the Board -- you
can institute that condition.

MR EINGORN:  Your client just agreed to
it on the record. Chairman Hance.

CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Yes.

MR EI NGORN: Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.
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MR EI NGORN: Reverend Martinez.
REVEREND MARTI NEZ:  Yes.

El NGORN: Ms. Atwood.

ATWOOD:  No.

El NGORN:  Ms. Merri cks.

MERRI CKS:  No.

El NGORN: Ms. Al ston.

ALSTON:  Yes.

LARIO. Menbers of the Board, thank

25 30353

you for your tinme and attention tonight.
MR EINGORN. W have four in favor and

two against. The notion did not pass which equates

to a denial. The applicant had to obtain five
affirmati ve votes. They only obtained four. It did
not pass.

MR KHAN:. Thank you very nuch, guys. |
appreciate it.

MR EINGORN: W appreciate your tine.

(At which tinme, Ms. Alston and Reverend
Martinez | eave the neeting.)

MR, EINGORN. For the record, the
application 3250 to 3252 River Road, LLC. The

applicant was tired of waiting and has requested an
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adj ournnent to February. That matter wll be
adjourned. |If you're here for that matter, cone back
in February. This is the last notice that will be

provi ded for the February neeting.
In addition, due to the | ateness of the

neeting, two of our Board nmenbers are departing, not

inlife but just the neeting. So we will only have
four nmenbers and we'll be unable to handle to
anything that requires a use variance. | apol ogize

for anybody who requires a use variance to that
ext ent.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  That's not fair
cause he took up all the tine. So we got to stand
here and wait anot her nonth.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Sone of our Board is
sick. That's why they're | eaving.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | understand t hat.
Are you doing this tonight?

MR EINGORN:. If you require a use
vari ance then we cannot continue to hear you. W
don't have enough Board nenbers to vote in favor of
it. There's a neeting in January.

M5. MUHAMVAD: Everyone cal mdown. W're
trying to schedule a Special Meeting. W need all

themall up here. So when we get themin the room
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if we have to continue, we're going establish a
Special Meeting right now. You all got to cal m down.
We al ready know how January is so | don't know if --
January is just as full as this. So we can't take
this overload in January.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | can cone in
February.

M5. MUHAMVAD: G ve us a second.

MR EINGORN:. O f the record.

(Of the record at 10:00 p.m)

(Back on the record at 10:06 p. m)

MR, EINGORN: Back on the record now so
everyone can hear what | have to say. So we're going
totry to set up a Special Meeting. For the Speci al
Meeting we'll have everybody appear. W usually do
themvia electronic platformso you can show up from
your conputer at hone, if possible. | can't
guarantee it but that's how we've done it in the
past. W'Ill try to accommobdate everybody. W know
this process can be long and frustrating and we're
not trying to hold you up. W get it. But the Board
is a bunch of volunteers and everybody is tired and

we've had a | ot of very big agendas the |ast four or
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five nonths.

So we're going to do our best to schedul e
a neeting. It'll be a Special Meeting. You'll get
notice fromEvita of the date and hopefully we can do
it via electronic so you can show up from your
comput er.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Try. Try is not a
guarantee so you're going to try your best. The bad
part is you're doing your best and we don't know what
your best is. The bad part is, sone of us work and
sonme of us bought property that we're | osing noney.
So this is not fair that we have to wait and believe
iny'all and trust y'all --

MR EINGORN: One second.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER -- to nake y' al
that y'all are comng in

MR EINGORN: Wuld you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

BI LAL DI XON, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name

and address for the record.
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MR DIXON:. M nane is Bilal Dixon, 12
Roosevelt Avenue, Jersey Gty, New Jersey.

MR EINGORN: What application are you

here for?

MR DI XON: |'mhere for 218 Morse
Street.

MR EINGORN:  You don't need a use
vari ance.

MR DI XON: | don't need a use variance?

MR, EINGORN: No. You need a
nonconform ng use, a Certificate of Nonconform ng
Use.

MR DI XON:  Yes.

MR EINGORN. We'll hear you.

MR DI XON: That's what | wanted to know
Al right. Very good.

MR EINGORN. M. Gabay, are you here?

MR GABAY: Yes. D d | hear that you're
wlling to go to February for both?

MR GABAY: Unl ess you do a Speci al
Meeting, |'d rather have it el ectronically.

MR EINGORN: So how about this. W're
going to --

MR GABAY: |If you can do a Speci al

Meeting el ectronically, that would be good. Watever
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you deci de.

MR EINGORN:. G ve nme a second.

So we can take Respond. | think Victoria
Realty is a use variance. M. Machigal, 2500 Baird
Boul evard, that's a use. So | have to put you off.
Ms. Garcia, is ause. This is a cert of
nonconf orm ng use.

St evens Housi ng proposes a dupl ex.
Vari ances are needed for lot area, ot wdth. Those
are bul k variances. W can hear that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | am here to neke
sure that the public is aware for the 2500 Baird
Bl vd., Lot 1177, Lot 133. How woul d | be notified if
you decide to have this Special Meeting because, you
know, I'mnot a participate. |I'mfromthe public.

MR EINGORN. So notice of a Speci al
Meeting is published 48 hours in advance. It wll be
on the Gty's website.

So here is what's going to happen. Since
M. Gabay has already got one on in February and he
so graciously volunteered, we're going to hold both
of his neetings -- hear the applications in February
to be heard at the sane tine so he doesn't have to
conme back tw ce.

The three other applications that require
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a use variance, Victoria Realty; Roger Machigal which
is 2500 Baird Blvd.; and Mel any Garcia, NS Sher nman

60 E. 28th Street, those use variances wll be heard
in January. And this is notice of those

adj ournnents. M. Gabay, | appreciate your

under st andi ng.

MR GABAY: Ckay.

M5. ABED: Is this notice?

MR, EINGORN: This is notice. No further
publ i cation; none of that. Your case is January 8,
2024 at 5:30 p.m

Can we get Respond, Inc., 3001 Fenw ck?
That's the next matter.

MR OITO M apologies. | didn't |ose
my guy but he's on his way back. |[If you could go to
the next one and I'Il get himhere.

MR EINGORN: Okay. That's fine.

MR OITO  Thank you very nmnuch.

MR EINGORN. M. Dixon, it's your tine
to shine. M. Dixon, you need a Certificate of
Nonconform ng Use for a duplex. |[|'ve already sworn
you in so you can put your hand down. |I'mgoing to
read your appeal for zoning.

The nane and address of the applicant is

Bilal D xon, 218 Mdrse Street, Canden, New Jersey.
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He's the owner of the property. He's the applicant
and that's the | ocation of the property in an

R-2 Zone. The lot has a frontage of sonething

can't read: Feet on front yard and a depth of 8
feet. There's a 3 scribbled out and a 1 building on
the lot. It's a two-famly house. It's presently a
dupl ex. So you're here because you want a Cert of
Nonconform ng Use. And you got a duplex; is that
correct?

MR DI XON:  Yes.

MR EINGORN: How |l ong has it been a
dupl ex?

MR DI XON: | bought it as a previous
dupl ex. As you can see it's two heaters and it's two
boilers. So when | bought the conplex, it was
already two in and | provided docunentation fromGty
Hall with the residents that lived there before |
obt ai ned the property.

MR EINGORN:. And attached to your
application are these Certificates of Rental approval
from 20227

MR DI XON: Those applicants that noved
out and those that rented for 2022, yes. Both of
themlived there for ten years with the previous

owner .
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MR EINGORN: And Felix Roman, he's the
prior owner?

MR, DI XON: Yes.

MR EINGORN:  And you bought the
property from hi n®?

MR DI XON: Yes.

MR EINGORN: Are you doing work to the
property?

MR DI XON:  No.

MR EINGORN. And is there people
currently living there?

MR DI XON:  No.

MR EINGORN: It's currently vacant in
both units?

MR DI XON:  Yes.

MR, EINGORN:. O her than the rental
approval s, do you have any other docunentation which
woul d tend to show that this was a preexisting --

MR DI XON:. Al the pictures that |
provided is evidence that | have to prove that.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  So you have two
neters; two hot water heaters; two heaters?

MR DI XON: Yes.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN:  And when you bought this

property, it was already a dupl ex?




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

204

MR, DI XON: Yes.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  So you just need
the CO for then?

MR DIXON: | just need a CO for them
that's correct.

MR EINGORN:  Any ot her questions?

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER:  No.

MR EINGORN. W got an application for a
Cert of Nonconform ng Use for a duplex. Anybody in
the public here tonight to be heard on Bilal D xon,
218 Morse Street? Hearing none, we'll close the
public portion.

The applicant has appeared tonight
seeking N.J.S. A 40:55D-68 relief, a Cert of
Nonconform ng Use for a preexisting duplex. The
appl i cant has provi ded docunentati on including
phot ogr aphs and rental approvals fromthe prior owner
that denonstrate or intend to denonstrate a
preexi sting nonconformng use. Nowit's tine for the
Board do a di scussi on and nake a notion whether or
not to grant the requested relief.

VI CE- CHAI RMAN COOPER: | nake a notion to
accept .

M5. ATWOOD:  Second.

MR EINGORN: ['ll take a roll-call vote.
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Chai rman Hance.

CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Yes.

MR EI NGORN: Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.

MR EINGORN. Ms. Atwood.

MS. ATWOCD:  Yes.

MR EINGORN: Ms. Merricks.

MS. MERRI CKS: Yes.

MR EINGORN: All in favor.
Congratul ati ons. Have a great night.

MR DI XON: Thank you. | appreciate it.

MR EINGORN. Do we have Respond?

MR OITO  Yes.

Good evening. In light of the hour, I'm
going to try to expedi ate and di spense with what
woul d normally be an opening. M nane Mark Oto.
|'"'ma partner with the firm of DuBois Sheehan here in
Canden. We are appearing this evening on behal f of
Respond, Inc. | believe ny client did appear
previously but was unaware that counsel was required.

So we're here this evening in support of
that application. And it's with regard to 3001
Fenw ck Road, Block 625, Lot 43 for the purpose of a
c(1l) bulk variance for a 6-foot high fence where,

believe, the allowable is 4 foot. It's ny
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under standi ng that we did not do this ourselves, that
is, ny law firm because we cane in after the fact.
But it's ny understanding that everything has been
provided to the Board. So rather then, again, naking
a presentation in that way, | could call ny client to
testify. |Is that Ckay?

MR EINGORN: Wuld you raise your right
hand, pl ease?

DION WLES, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN:. Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record.

MR WLES: M nane Dion Wles. | live
at 562 State Street here in Canden, New Jersey.

MR EINGORN. Can you tell us your
relati onship to Respond, Inc.?

MR WLES: As it pertains to this
matter, construction official.

MR, EINGORN: Construction official,
great. And were you in charge of installing the
fence?

MR WLES: Overseeing, yes, sir
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MR EINGORN: But you're not the
contractor that installed the fence?

MR. WLES: That is correct.

MR EINGORN: And the photographs that
apply here, show a black chain link fence; is that
the fence in question, sir?

WLES: It is.

EI NGORN: |Is that a gate?

WLES: It is.

EIl NGORN: And the gate is 6 feet

23 33

hi gh?

MR WLES: It is.

MR EINGORN. And it goes all the away
across the frontage?

MR WLES: It does.

MR EINGORN. Does it go anywhere el se
besi des the frontage?

VMR W LES: No, sir.

MR EINGORN:. |I'mlooking at this
phot ograph here, sir, and this photograph at the rear
t hat shows the black fence neeting up with a
net al - col ored fence?

MR WLES: That is correct.

MR. EINGORN: The netal -colored fence is

not part of that applicant's property?
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MR WLES: It is, yes, sir. It is the
applicant's property.

MR EINGORN: No, no. Not the bl ack
fence part but the netal fence part?

MR WLES: OCh, no. That is not our
property.

MR EINGORN. So this is your neighbor's
property or the neighbor's property?

MR WLES: That's correct, sir.

MR EINGORN:  Anything el se you want to
tell us? |Is there a reason why the applicant needs a
6-f oot fence as opposed to a 4-foot fence?

MR. WLES: Several reasons.

MR, EINGORN: Let's hear it.

MR. WLES: Several reasons. One, first
and forenost, we have been dealing for years and have
police reports to support and back up what ' m
stating. For years we have dealt w th abandoned cars
and i f you know anyt hi ng about the City of Canden
now, it's on the owner nowto get rid of the cars.

We have also dealt with years of illegal dunping on
our property. W also had an influx about several
years ago of people breaking into our property
causi ng damage. And this was the reason why we

sel ected a 6-foot high fence. Again, not as a
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per manent deterence but as sone | evel of deterent
because of the 6-foot high fence.

MR OITO Also, if | may.

MR EINGORN:  Yes, please.

MR OTTO Al so, what other reason or
reasons are there unrelated to the security issue
with regard to vandalismand so forth? Wat reasons
do you have why this is really required in terns of
the type of function that is on this property, that
is, the school, the little childrens' school ?

MR WLES: WlIl, another reason is that
many of us know when you tal k about school, safety is
a priority when we're tal king about our children and
everything. Parents like to feel safe to know t hat
their children are actually inside of a perineter
that is actually safe. W do allow those two doors
of gates now to be open during the daytinme but the
rest of it is all boxed in by a fence. It adds
anot her |l evel of security for those that are seeking
to possibly send their kids to our school that we
have a fence up where before you had all access and
you could just walk up on to it or walk up on the
property.

MR OITO What are the ages of the

children at the school ?
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MR WLES: Fromthree nonths to five
years ol d.

MR OITO. How | ong has that school been
there at that |ocation?

MR WLES: |'maware of at |east 20
years. |t may be nore.

MR EINGORN. Any further testinony you
would like to proffer?

MR OITO Not at this tine. |If there
are questions, we certainly would want --

MR EINGORN: Certainly. Questions for
the applicant? Applicant seeks a 6-foot high fence.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: I'Il just say that 4
foot is not high enough. It's a different tinme now,
different area. You got dogs; you got people going
to school s shooting up the place. Even the dunpi ng,
that's a big issue in Canden. So, yes, |'m 100
percent for that because | believe a |life can be
saved. You can't get that back.

MR EINGORN:  Should we open to the
public?

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.

MR EINGORN:  Anybody in the public |ike
to weigh in on this application. Please conme

f or war d.
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MR EINGORN: Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

GREGCORY SHAEFFER, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EI NGORN: Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record.

MR SHAEFFER: Gregory Shaffer, 915
Dal | as Road, Canden.

MR EINGORN: Thank you, M. Shaffer.
What woul d i ke to say?

MR SHAFFER My concerns are, nunber
one, the type of fence that they put up and the fact
that they attached it to ny fence with no liability
or liability waiver or anything of that nature. So
i f sonmething happens theirs or m ne gets danaged, who
i's responsi bl e?

MR EINGORN: That's why we have
I nsurance. No?

MR SHAEFFER: Hopefully. Do we know
t hat ?

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  Wait a m nute

This 4-foot fence is your fence and they put a
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6-foot fence up? So if they put that 6-foot fence
up and this --

MR, SHAEFFER No. That's the other
si de.

MR EINGORN: The netal fence is
M. Schaeffer's, right?

MR, SHAEFFER: Yes. That's mne. That's
where they attached to ny fence.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER  Ckay.

MR, SHAEFFER: This is a 16-foot roll
gate here.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER  Ri ght.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: So what they can do is
they put their own pole here and take it off of his
fence.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER:  Yeah, pretty nuch.

MR SHAEFFER: They could. Oiginally,
that's what the contractor that was there said he was
going to do. And now | cane hone about two weeks
| ater and found it attached like that. So that's a
pr obl em

CHAIl RMAN HANCE: |'m quite sure you guys
you have i nsurance.

MR WLES: W do.

CHAl RVAN HANCE: But what | woul d do, |
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woul d put ny own pole besides his and attach that
fence to that pole.

MR WLES: Absolutely, sir.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: That way, you're not
i abl e for anything.

MR SCHAEFFER: And |I'mnot |iable either
for anythi ng.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: | 'mjust getting there.

MR SCHAEFFER: |I'mtrying to make sure
that we're all on the same page.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: |Is this a business right
here?

MR SCHAEFFER: No, that's ny private
residence. That's where | |ive.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Because |'m sayi ng, you
shoul d be com ng here for a 6-foot fence too.

MR, SCHAEFFER | do have a 6-f oot
fence.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: But did you conme to us
to get the 6-foot fence?

MR, SCHAEFFER:  Absol utely.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: When was that ?

MR. SCHAEFFER: Dani Ani se.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Ch, Dani .

MR SCHAEFFER:. So | know what |' m doi ng.
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CHAl RMAN HANCE: So | woul d definitely
put another pole there; have them cone back and put a
pole there that way, if anything happens, it woul d
just damage your property and not his and vice-versa.

MR EINGORN: So woul d you agree to that
as a condition of approval to install your own pole
and have it attached to that in that respect?

MR WLES: Absolutely. | have counse
here but it's sonething that | want to say because |
heard a |l ot today here and | think he actually said
it out of his own nmouth. W were putting our own
post up. He insisted because | was there, but he
ain't say that today. He insisted that we attach it
because he said we woul d spend nore noney for
concrete. W told himwe already have a saw and we
was cutting it. He insisted and | was there and the
contractor. | just want to go on the record that we
don't attach stuff to it. He insisted that we that
and he knew | was there that day when we was out
there with the guys, although ny attorney told nme not
to nention that. That is the truth.

MR SCHAEFER: Did he tell you al so
that --

MR EINGORN: Let's not engage in a

back-and-forth. It sounds |ike we have an agreenent.
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MR SCHAEFFER: It's already getting
there so...

MR. EINGORN: | get it.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: No, it's not. W're
going to stop it there. You're going to put your own
pol e in.

MR WLES: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: You're going to be
happy - -

MR, SCHAEFFER So far. We're not done.
" msorry. No disrespect.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: Go ahead.

MR SCHAEFFER: They put the fence up
across the front. Are they putting the fence up
across the side as well where this gentl eman was j ust
pointing out wwth the 4 foot?

CHAI RVAN HANCE: That would be up to
t hem

MR SCHAEFFER: The reason |I'm sayi ng
that is, everybody so far has said, we're doing this
for safety and security. Okay? Approxinately 14 or
15 days after they put this fence up, nobody's
notification or know edge, | had to call 911 because
there were children, teenagers on his roof

vandal i zi ng his equipnment. And before the police
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could arrive, they broke into his building causing
nore damage. So putting a fence up across the front
is not totally the answer and to use security as an

i ssue or a reason for doing that is wong. |If you're
only doing half the job, you're only being half

right.

MR EINGORN:. So we're only here tonight
for variance for a 6-foot fence. W're not here
tonight for a full-out security system The request
is, hey, we want to put in a fence. W agree -- this
Board has seen on nultiple occasions fences of all
sorts. W' ve even had requests for barbed wire which
don't even think about it. But that said, the Board
w |l acknow edge, it is just one sort of safety
nmeasure. We get that. But that is what it is.

W're only here for that. That's what the
application is for.

MR SCHAEFFER: So even though their
application is to put up a 6-foot fence for security
pur poses and they're not securing the rest of their
property, it doesn't matter?

CHAl RMAN HANCE: That's their property.

MR. SCHAEFFER: | under st and.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: So down the road if they

want to put up a fence at all, they got the
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perm ssion fromthe Board to put the 6-foot fence up.

MR. SCHAEFFER: So it's on the record
that they' re only doing the front, not the side?

CHAI RVAN HANCE: No. It's on the record
that they can put up a 6-foot fence.

MR. SCHAEFFER: Across the front?

CHAI RVAN HANCE: And you bei ng a good
nei ghbor is great. [|I'mglad you did call 911.

MR SCHAEFFER: Many ti nes.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: AIl right. Then that's

a blessing. | would like to have you for ny nei ghbor
too. | live right on Broadway.
MR SCHAEFER: | w sh they would do the

rest of the security issues so | wouldn't have to.

CHAI RVAN HANCE: So sonetines you don't
have all that noney to do it so when you do get it,
you put it up there. But nowit's on record that
eventually | guess you wll furnish the fence if
needed?

MR WLES: W definitely will take care
of the pole, sir.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: Ckay. W appreciate
that. So you're going to get your pole separated off
your fence; you're happy; now you're happy. It's on

t he record.
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MR SCHAEFFER: Not necessarily but it is
what it is.

MR EINGORN:. It's not our job to nmake
t hem happy.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER:  It's a start.

MR EINGORN:  Anybody el se in the public
li ke to be heard on this application? Hearing none,
we'll close the public portion. Counsel, do you have
any cl osing remarks?

MR OITO Yes. Just for the record and
for clarity. Thank you by the way for your conments
and your thoughts. W had already cone in here with
the idea that we would do the separate post and
frankly we think that's better. There was, whether
that was a m sunderstanding or not, it's of no nonent
at this point. W're all noving forward. W're
going to do the post. And it's ny understandi ng
then if the Board consi dered approval that that woul d
be the only condition, if it is even a condition. |
don't know. But we are going to do it. So either
way, it doesn't matter.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: That woul d be our only
condi ti on.

MR OITO Then | will rest and thank you

for your tine.
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MR EINGORN: Thank you, Counsel.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER: | nove.

MR EINGORN: You nobve with the
condi tion?

VI CE- CHAl RMAN COOPER:  That they put
anot her post in.

MR EINGORN:. Al right. So we have a
notion to approve the 6-foot high fence with the
condition that they install their own post. Do we
have a second?

M5. ATWOCD:  Second.

MR EINGORN: |1'll take a roll-call vote.
Chai r man Hance.

CHAl RMVAN HANCE:  Yes.

MR ElI NGORN: Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.

MR EINGORN:  Ms. Atwood.

MS. ATWOCD:  Yes.

MR, EINGORN: Ms. Merricks.

MS. MERRI CKS:  Yes.

MR EINGORN: Four in favor and none
opposed, the notion carries. Thank you, gentlenen.
| appreciate your tinme tonight.

MR OITO  Thank you very mnuch.

MR EINGORN. The last matter for tonight
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is the nice gentleman from Stevens Housing, LLC, 1600
Haddon Avenue.

MR EINGORN: Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

ANDREW STEVENS, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR EINGORN:. Pl ease state your full nane
and address for the record.

MR, STEVENS: Andrew Stevens, 2151 NJ 38,
Cherry HII.

MR EINGORN. M. Stevens, can you state

first nane.

MR STEVENS:. Andrew.
MR EINGORN: Andrew. I'msorry. |I'm
getting tired. |I'mlooking for your application

here. M. Stevens, let ne ask you a question. Are
t he sol e owner of Stevens Housing, LLC?

MR STEVENS: Yes, sir.

MR EINGORN:  Very good.

You're here tonight for variances rel ated
to a duplex, lot wdth, building coverage and

of f-street parking?
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MR, STEVENS: Yes.

MR EINGORN:  Very good. |'m holding up
a packet which was submtted with your application
Is this part of your application?

MR, STEVENS: Yes.

MR, EINGORN: This is the front of the
house?

MR STEVENS: Yes.

MR EI NGORN. Very good. How nmany
bedroons are in each unit?

MR, STEVENS: Five.

MR, EINGORN: Five bedroons total?

MR STEVENS:. You're tal king about the
roons?
El NGORN: Yes. How nany bedroons?
STEVENS: There's five bedroons.

2 3 3

El NGORN: Total or in each thing,
each unit?

MR, STEVENS: OCh, in each unit is --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  |t's --

MR EINGORN:  Woul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease.

JEANETTE STEVENS, having first been duly

sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
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foll ows:

MR EINGORN: Pl ease state your full name

and address for the record.

M5. STEVENS. M/ nane is Jeanette
Stevens. M address is 2151 Route 38, Unit 705,
Cherry Hill, New Jersey.

MR EINGORN:. Are you M. Stevens' nonf

MS. STEVENS: Yes.

MR EINGORN. Nice to neet you. Thank
you for comng tonight. Sorry we took so |ong.

So we have five total units. How nany
are on the --

MS. STEVENS: No, we got this --

MR, EINGORN: Five total bedroons. [|I'm
sorry.

MS. STEVENS: But we trying to nmake it
two bedroons downstairs, a living room dining room
ki tchen and washer and dryer. Then they got a yard
in the back and a gate in the back. Then on the
other side if you see the other side where the gate
is at --

MR EINGORN: Here nma' anf?

M5. STEVENS. Yeah. |It's a gate there.
| took a picture of the gate. So that's what the
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person upstairs is going to have their entry in that
gate here. That's going to be their yard. That's
what we gave you all

MR. EINGORN: So there's a side entrance?

M5. STEVENS. Yes. So we're going to
have the steps and stuff. W can't do that until we
get approval for the stairs. Can't do that til you
get approval. So there was a stair to go up. Then
goi ng to have two bedroons upstairs and |iving and
di ni ng room and ki tchen.

MR EINGORN: D d you guys get Stop Wirk
O der?

MR STEVENS: Yes.

MR EINGORN: So you want two bedroons on
the first floor and two upstairs?

MR STEVENS: Yes.

MR EINGORN: So it would four total
bedr oons.

MS. STEVENS: Yeah.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  Don't they need
of f-street parking or sonething here?

MR EINGORN. That's the next question.

MR STEVENS. They have off-street right
there. It's a lot of parking.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  You got to get us
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pi ctures to show sonething. You got to show
sonet hi ng here.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: You got to take pictures
of where the off-street parking is | ocated.

MS. STEVENS: Oh, they park in front of
the house. Didn't | give you a picture of --

CHAl RMAN HANCE: You gave ne a picture of
the front of the house but | don't see a street
t here.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  Yeah. You got to
take pictures of up and down the street.

MR EINGORN. W have a thousand things
goi ng to cone up before the Board.

MR, EI NGORN. Can you descri be what the
on-street parking is |ike around that nei ghborhood?

MR STEVENS:. Pretty nuch. W got
mul ti pl e busi nesses on the side so it's a |ot of
par ki ng that you have. You should be good w t hout
parking at all.

MS. STEVENS. You woul d park on Haddon
Avenue goi ng down and Park Avenue goi ng back. O you
park on Sycanore on this side or that side.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: And they start
t hat par ki ng.

MR EINGORN: PBICP cones in here all the
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time with no parking on Haddon Avenue.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yeabh.

MR EINGORN. Ms. Atwood has a questi on.

M5. ATWOOD: So |'mguessing that this is
upstairs, right, that you' re going to convert this
into a kitchen?

MS. STEVENS: Yeah, that's where that
ki tchen i s going.

M5. ATWOOD: That's going to be a
ki tchen?

MR, STEVENS: Yeah.

M5. STEVENS: |It's going to be |like the
one that's downstairs. Do you see the one that's
downstairs? It's the sanme thing. W got the
cabinets and refrigerator.

MR EINGORN. Wiile we're going through
the pictures, this house was purchased as a
single-famly house?

MR STEVENS: Yeah, it was. It was
gifted fromny aunt and from ny grandnom

M5. ATWOOD: That says upstairs.

MR EINGORN: It's a wonderful gift How
many bedroons are there now, five?

MR, STEVENS: |It's five bedroons.

MR EINGORN. And you're going to nake it
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four?

MR, STEVENS: Yes.

MR EINGORN: So you're reducing the
nunber of bedroons.

MR. STEVENS:. Yeah.

MR EINGORN:  Which woul d obvi ously
reduce the parking so there they're mtigating the
parking issue. The use is allowed. It's a permtted
use in this zone. So they're mtigating the parking
I ssues by reducing the nunber of bedroons.

MS. STEVENS: We're taking that one
bedroom and we're turning it into a kitchen.

MR EINGORN: Right.

MS. STEVENS: | have pictures on ny
phone.

MR EINGORN. W can't accept phone
pi ctures anyway. Any questions for the applicant?

CHAl RMAN HANCE: So you guys are going to

live -- soneone is going to live upstairs and soneone
is going to live downstairs? Your nmomw || be
downstairs, | presune?

M5. STEVENS: Yes. |'mold.
CHAl RMAN HANCE: And you're going to be
upstairs?

MR STEVENS: Yes.
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M5. STEVENS: |'m Stevens' Soul Food
Kitchen. [I'mright here on Spruce Street. So |I'mon
8th & Spruce Street.

MR EINGORN:  Any questions down there?

M5. ATWOOD: Yes. Wo is going to be
doi ng t he wor k?

M5. STEVENS: M brother.

MR STEVENS: He's a contractor.

M5. ATWOOD: Aren't they suppose to have
like a floor plan for themto show us an exact plan
of what they're going to do? Because | don't happen
to see the picture of kitchen downstairs. And they
said they're going to nake that roomto a --

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER: | asked for
pi ctures too.

M5. ATWOOD: The plans from whoever is
going to be doing the construction?

MR, STEVENS: | believe we had submtted
to the girl a part of the plan.

M. ATWOOD: |'msorry?

MR STEVENS:. Wen we first originally
Ddit, we submtted a plan to it as well of what's
going to be put in there in the diagram |In order
for us to get in, we had submt it all. So that's

why | don't understand why you didn't receive that in




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

228

t he actual plan too.

M5. MUHAMVAD: No, they wouldn't see it.
They didn't nake it a part of the application. Wen
t hey make their application, | don't take them They
have to provide that.

MS. STEVENS:. Pretty much everything that
we explained, that's howit's going to be. W have a
i censed contractors.

VI CE- CHAl RMVAN COCOPER: | understand you
explained it to us but we have nothing that we can
see.

MR EINGORN: He's saying that the Board
doesn't have enough information that he can see to
make a deci sion.

MR EINGORN. So here's what's going to
happen. W're going to continue this application to
January. W're sorry to have to delay you further
Here's what we need. W need sone kind of floor
plan. It sounds like you already have it.

MS. STEVENS. W gave it to you. You
don't got it?

MR EINGORN. I'msorry. So floor plans
and sone pictures out in front of the street at
different tines of the day so we can see what kind of

parking is going on. Al right? Because you're Add




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

229

Busi ness, Evita is going to put you on first.

MR. STEVENS: Ckay.

MR EINGORN:  You'll go first in January
with the floor plan and the pictures of the street,
5: 30 here on January 8th.

MR. STEVENS: Ckay.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COCOPER:  Keep up the good
wor K.

MR EINGORN. So let's adopt our
Resol utions. W have four and then the neeting
dat es.

First Resolution, G anting Non-Conform ng
Use, Rocky Lang, 1001-1005 Canbri dge Street.

Bul k Variances for CSA, 1V, LLC, 508 S
Br oadway.

Bul k Variance Approval for CSA 1V, LLC
1823 Ri ver Avenue.

Then Granting Nonconform ng Use for CSA,
IV, LLC, 1450 S. 9th Street.

Do we have a notion to adopt those
Resol uti ons?

CHAI RVAN HANCE: | nake a notion to
adopt .

MR EINGORN: Do we have a second?

VI CE- CHAl RVAN COOPER:  Second.




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

230

MR EINGORN: Let ne see who was here
| ast nonth. Roll-call vote. Chairman Hance.

CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Yes.

MR, EINGORN: So noved. He was the only

one here.

MR EINGORN: Now we need a notion to
adopt the neeting dates for 2024. | believe they're
part of the packet that you received tonight. Do we

have a notion to approve the neeting dates?

CHAl RMAN HANCE: | naeke a notion to
adopt .

VI CE- CHAI RVAN COOPER  Second.

MR EINGORN. W have a notion to approve
the nmeeting dates. W'Ill take a roll-call vote.

Chai r man Hance.
CHAl RMVAN HANCE:  Yes.
MR, ElI NGORN:. Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.

El NGORN: Ms. Atwood.

ATWOOD:  Yes.

El NGORN:  Ms. Merri cks.

MERRI CKS:  Yes.

25 30 3

El NGORN:  So noved. And a notion to
adopt the Resolution for the neeting dates.

CHAl RMAN HANCE: | nmeke a notion to adopt
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t he Resol ution.
MR EINGORN: Do we have a second?
M5. MERRI CKS:  Second.
MR EINGORN:  Thank you. 1'll take a
roll-call vote. Chairman Hance.
CHAI RVAN HANCE:  Yes.
MR, ElI NGORN:. Vi ce- Chai rman Cooper.
VI CE- CHAI RVAN COCPER:  Yes.
El NGORN: Ms. Atwood.
ATWOOD:  Yes.
El NGORN: Ms. Merri cks.
MERRI CKS:  Yes.

25 30 3

El NGORN:  And we need a notion to
adj our n.

M5. MERRI CKS: Mbti on.

MR EINGORN:. Al in favor?

THE BOARD: Yays.

- - (*Meeting concluded at 10:47 p.m*) - -
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