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CHAl RMAN DeJESUS: CGood evening. Calling
the neeting to order of January 13, 2022 of the Gty
of Canden Pl anni ng Board.

The Gty of Canden is remai ning under a
Decl aration of a Health Enmergency related to the
Covid-19 virus. City Hall is closed, therefore, this
regul ar schedul ed neeting will be conducted in a
virtual neeting via renote conferencing platform
called ZOOM I nstructions on accessing this virtual
regul ar schedul ed neeting can be found on the Gty of
Canden's website. Reading of the Qpening Statenent,
Angel a.

M5. MLLER  Good evening. Adequate
notice of this neeting has been provided in
accordance with the Qpen Public Meeting Act. The
Canden City Planning Board adopted a Resol ution
approving the schedule of regular neetings to be held
during the year of 2022 by, one, posting a copy
thereof on the bulletin boards reserved for such
purpose in the Ofice of Gty Cerk, Cty Hall, first
floor, Canden, New Jersey; two, transmtting a copy
thereof to the Courier Post and to the Phil adel phia
| nqui rer. These newspapers have been desi gnated by
this Board to receive sane, and filing a copy thereof

with the City Cerk, Gty of Canden, New Jersey. The
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subj ect neeting was publicized on January 10, 2022.

CHAI RVAN DeJESUS: Rol |l call.

M5. MLLER  Mayor Carstarphen. Jose
DeJesus.

CHAI RVAN DeJESUS: Her e.
M5. M LLER  Council woman Fel i sha
Reyes- Mort on.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Her e.

MS. MLLER

DI RECTOR WALKER:

D rector Keith Wl ker.

Her e.

M5. MLLER Erin Crean.

MS. CREAN. Present.

MS. MLLER  Steven Lee.

MR LEE: Here.

M5. MLLER lan Leonard.

MR LEONARD: Here.

M5. MLLER  Thank you.

CHAl RMAN DeJESUS: Approval of Planning
Board m nutes for Decenmber 9, 2021. | need a notion
for approval of m nutes.

MR, LEONARD: So noved.

M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DeJESUS: Rol |l call

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:

Yes.
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M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M LLER  Erin Crean.

CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.

LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.

LEONARD:  Yes.

52 P D0 D D

MLLER: Motion carried to approve.
Thank you.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Swearing in of all
prof essional s and pl anning staff.

MR. BURNS: For our professionals and
staff, please raise your right hands.

DR EDWARD C. WLLIAMS, P.P., A S I.P.,
C.S.1.; DENA MOORE, P.E., CME. , having first been
duly sworn/affirnmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Pl anning Director's
Report ?

DR WLLIAMS: M. Chair, just a
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continuation fromthe prior Planning Board neeting,
regardi ng the Board professionals, that this Board
during this reorganization portion of the agenda,
wi Il adopt in whole if there's concurrence on all of
t he professionals tonight.
CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: So, therefore, we have
the attorney and al so the backup attorney as well?
DR WLLIAMS: Yes. That's under ny
report. But the actual appointnment or reappointnent,

woul d occur under No. 6, Reorgani zati on.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: 1'Il1l |eave that now to
M. Burns.

MR BURNS: W are now entering reorg or
reorgani zation. So at this tinme, | would need a

notion for the position of the chairperson of the
Pl anni ng Board. Do we have a notion for chairperson?

MS. CREAN. | notion to reappoint Jose
DeJesus.

MR. BURNS: We have a notion for M.
DeJesus. Do we have a second?

COUNCI LWOVMAN REYES- MORTON:  Second.

M5. MLLER Was that Jose DeJesus?

MR BURNS: Jose Dedesus first by M.
Crean and seconded by our Councilwoman Ms. Morton.

MS. MLLER  Ckay.
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MR, BURNS: Can we have a roll -cal

pl ease?

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:

MS. M LLER
COUNCI LWOVAN
MS. M LLER

DI RECTOR WALKER:

M. Dedesus as Chairman
VMR. BURNS:

nmeeti ng back over to you,

CHAI RMAN DEJESUS:

Vi ce- Chair,
be Erin Crean. | need a

MR LEONARD:

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:

MS. M LLER

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:

MS. M LLER

M. Chairman, |

|'"d like to make a notion that

vot e,

Yes.

Counci | woman Reyes- Mort on.
REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
D rector Wal ker.

Yes.

M5. MLLER Erin Crean.

MS. CREAN:. Yes.

M5. MLLER  Steven Lee.

MR LEE: Yes.

M5. MLLER lan Leonard.

MR LEONARD: Yes.

M5. MLLER Mtion carried to approve

Thank you.

turn the
sir.

For el ection for

it would
confirmation of that.
Second.
Rol | call.
Jose Deldesus.
Yes.

Counci | woman Reyes- Mort on.
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COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
M5. MLLER Director \alker.
DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M LLER  Erin Crean.

CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.

V.

V.

V.

MR LEE: Yes.
M5. MLLER lan Leonard.

MR LEONARD: Yes.

M5. MLLER Mtion carried to approve
Vice-Chair, Erin Crean for Vice-Chair. Thank

you.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: El ection of Secretary
and, therefore, | appoint Angela MIller to be
secretary.

MR BURNS: Can | have a second?

MS. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol |l call.

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Erin Crean.
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CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.
LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.
LEONARD: Yes.

525 DD D

MLLER Mdtion carried to approve
Angela MIller for Secretary. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:. Appoi nt ment of
Pl anni ng Board Attorney. That would be -- Dr.
Wllianms, wll you handle that?

DR WLLIAMS: Yes. M. Chair and
nmenbers of the Planning Board, as per ny previous
Pl anning Director's Report, with Board concurrence,
we recomrend Denbo, Brown & Burns, LLP as the
Pl anni ng Board Attorney.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: So noved. Second?

M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol |l call.

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Erin Crean.
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CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.
LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.
LEONARD: Yes.

525 DD D

MLLER  Mdtion carried for Planning
Board Attorney, Denbo, Brown & Burns. Thank you.

DR. W LLI AVS: If I may, M. Chair.
There's a | ot of background noise on the call. W
don't want to nute anyone so if you can nute yourself
to avoid being nuted, we appreciate it. W hear too
much background noi se. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: You're continuing with
Conflict Attorney?

DR WLLIAMS: M. Chair and nenbers of
t he Pl anni ng Board, we recommend through concurrence,
Pl anni ng Board Conflict Attorney, Eric Bernstein
& Associ ates, LLC

M5. MLLER W need a notion.

CHAl RMAN DeJESUS: Motion to approve.

M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol |l call.

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.
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COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M LLER  Erin Crean.

CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.

LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.
LEONARD:  Yes.

525 D0 D D

MLLER: Motion carried to approve
Conflict Attorney Eric Bernstein & Associates, LLC
Thank you.

DR WLLIAMS: M. Chair and nenbers of
t he Pl anning Board, it was concurrence and
recommendati on of the Planning Board Engi neer as
Rem ngton & Verni ck Engi neers, Haddonfield, New
Jersey.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Mbdtion to approve.
| need a second.

M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: So noved. Roll call.

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
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M5. MLLER Director \alker.
DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.
MLLER  Erin Crean.
CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.

LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.
LEONARD:  Yes.

525 D0 DD

MLLER: Motion carried to approve
Board Engi neer, Rem ngton & Verni ck Engi neers.
Thank you.

M5. MOORE: Thank you. | did want to
note that we've relocated to Cherry Hll, not
Haddonf i el d.

DR WLLIAVS: Menbers of the Planning
Board, correction on that, it's Cherry Hll, New
Jersey, not Haddonfi el d.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

DR WLLIAMS: The | ast appointnent, M.

Chair, is the Planning Board Conflict Engi neer and
that is Alaino G oup Consulting Engi neers.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Second notion to
approve.

M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol | call




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

13

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

MLLER  Erin Crean.

CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.

LEE: Yes.

M LLER: lan Leonard.
LEONARD:  Yes.

52 P D0 DD

MLLER: Motion carried to approve
Conflict Engineer Alaino Goup. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: |s there anything
else, Dr. WIlians?

DR. W LLI AVS: No, sir.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: W nove on. So New
Busi ness because there's no A d Business.

Certificate of Appropriateness for Cooper
Heal th Center, c/o John Hi bberd, RA, 400-402 Chanbers
Avenue. (Moderate Rehabilitation Wrk) (CP).

The applicant is proposing to nodernize
rehabilitation work at an institution using |location

400- 402 Chanbers Avenue within the Cooper Plaza
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Hi storical District. Anyone here for that?

DR WLLIAVS: M. Chair and Menbers of
t he Pl anning Board, |'mrequesting the approval of
this C of A for Cooper Health System 400-402
Chanbers. Permts have been issued to themto do
interior work that was pendi ng due to the Pandeni c.
So we're asking respectfully for the Board to concur
with the C of A

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | need a noti on,
therefore, to do so.

MS. CREAN. | nove to concur.

M5. MLLER Can | get a second?

MR LEE: Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol |l call.

MS. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Yes.

M5. M LLER  Council wonan Reyes- Mort on.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.
M LLER  Erin Crean.
CREAN:  Yes.
M LLER  Steven Lee.
LEE: Yes.

5 2 5 6

M LLER: | an Leonard.
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Thank you.

is off our

WIIlians,

do so?

MR. LEONARD: Yes.
M5. MLLER Motion carried to approve.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | know that Item No. B
nmeeting' s chart; is that correct?
M5. MLLER That's correct.
MR BURNS: Are we continuing that, Dr.
one nore nonth w thout prejudice or --
DR WLLIAMS: Yes, we are.
CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: So we need a notion to

DR WLLIAMS: Yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | need a notion to

approve the continuation of applicant, Al ex Aybar.

MR, LEONARD: Mbti on.

M5. MLLER Who nade the notion?
MS. CREAN. | an.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | need a second.
M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol |l call

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
M5. MLLER Director \alker.
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DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M LLER  Erin Crean.
CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.
LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.
LEONARD:  Yes.

52 P20 D D

M LLER: Motion carried to conti nue

to next nonth.

MR, BURNS: What is that date, Angel a?
M5. MLLER | don't have that in front
of me. Gve ne a second. | believe it's February

the 8th but et nme make sure. Ckay?

DR WLLIAVMS: February 10t h.

M5. MLLER  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:. Revi ew & Approval of
Canden Parks and Open Spaces Pl an 2020 as anended in
the Gty Master Plan. Everyone should have gotten
t hat book. Did everyone on the Board get one?

M5. MLLER Yes, they got it last nonth.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON: | have a
guesti on.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Yes. (0.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Chai r man, how

is the plan going to be, | guess, dispersed through
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t he Nei ghbor Plans? Does this plan need to be in
addition -- anmended along with the nei ghbor hood
specific plans?

DR WLLIAVS: M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Yes Dr. WIIi ams.

DR. WLLIAMS: | have Ms. Meishka
Wllianms from Canden Community Partnership, the
vi ce-president who is going to present. But the
request before this Board tonight is to, one, review
this docunent as an anendnent to the Cty's Master
Plan. And, | believe, Ms. Mtchell wll speak to
t hat during her presentation.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Is Ms. Mtchell ready

to do so?
DR WLLIAVMS: She's here.
MS. M TCHELL: Yes, | am
CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: You have the fl oor.
MR BURNS: |'mgoing to swear you in,
Ms. Mtchell. Please raise your right hand, please?

MElI SHKA L. M TCHELL, A I.C P., P.P.,
having first been duly sworn/affirned, was exam ned

and testified as foll ows:

M5. M TCHELL: There's al so one ot her
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person that will be presenting with me. So if you
could swear himin at this tinme. That's Justin
Dennis fromthe Trust For Public Land.

MR BURNS: M. Dennis, raise your right
hand, pl ease?

JUSTI N DENNI' S, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR BURNS:. M. Mtchell, if you could
just again introduce yourself and your address and
your affiliation for the record. And then Justin can
do the sane.

MS. M TCHELL: Absolutely. Thank you
Chai rman, thank you Menbers of the Board. |I'm
Mei shka Mtchell. | amvice-president at Canden
Community Partnership fornerly Cooper's Ferry
Par t ner shi p.

MR BURNS: Thank you. And Justin?

MR DENNI'S: Thank you very nuch. N ce
to see all of you tonight. Justin Dennis, Canden
Program Director with The Trust for Public Land. W
hel ped co-authored this plan with Canden Conmunity

Par t ner shi p.
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MR BURNS: Thank you, sir.

M5. MTCHELL: And with your perm ssion,
Chairman, | would like to share ny screen

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Sure. Please do so.

M5. M TCHELL: Thank you. All right.
| know that everyone has received a copy of the plan
so we wll make our presentation brief and try to hit
sonme of the main points of the Canden Parks & Open
Spaces Plan. This is the first of its kind for the
Cty of Canden, the Gty of Canden to have an
excl usi ve Parks & Open Space Pl an.

Over a year-long process from 2019
t hrough 2020, Canden Conmmunity Partnership with the
Trust for Public Land authored in collaboration wth
the Gty of Canden, Canden County and the Canden
County Municipal Uilities Authority, along with a
Steering Conmittee of stakehol ders and organi zati ons
t hroughout the GCty, was cul mnated i n Decenber 2020
into the what is the Canden Parks & Open Spaces Pl an
that we are asking for your consideration tonight to
be anended to the City of Canden's Master Pl an.

This really does conme at a unique tine
for Canden's history. W are at the precipice
of lots of investnent in parks and open spaces,

i ncluding the | argest investnent with the opening of
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the Craner Hill Waterfront Park which just occurred

in Cctober of last year. |In 2018, then Mayor Frank

Moran signed on to the ten-m nute wal k pl edge,

pl edging that the Gty of Canden woul d provide

hi gh-quality access to open spaces in parks within a
ten-mnute wal k of the honme of every single resident
by 2050.

Wth that and the data-driven results
| ooking at the future of parks and open spaces,

t hi nki ng about clinmate change and other fromthe
Trust Republic Land in a very robust comunity
engagenent process, that engaged over 700 residents
with everything fromsurveys to community events, the
focus groups and interviews, including over 300
students being involved in this planning process to
cone up with a plan that you all received about a
nont h about .

Qur community engagenent findings are
based that you all, as nenbers of the Pl anni ng Board,
probably know a lot. Canden parks while a | ot of
them are being inproved, there is still a lot of work
to be done when we're thinking about park investnent
inthe Gty of Canden. And that right now, the usage
is relatively low Only 31 percent of people and

residents in Canden use the parks in their
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nei ghbor hoods nore then once a week.

And as we know fromthis Covid-19
Pandem c right now and general health statistics,
t hat frequent use of parks not only helps to inprove
physi cal health but also the nental health of
resi dents and i ncreased cohesion as we're |ooking to
build community pride in a community in the Gty of
Canden that has an engaged citizenry.

For what -- what's successful from
providing the parks in the Gty, is that they're
| ooking for nore anenities. They want high-quality,
i n-demand things, nore than just playgrounds wth
restroons and gardens, but they also are | ooking for
programm ng, active use of those parks. And a |lot of
t hat has been happeni ng through many different
prograns. But they want to offer nore sports and
entertai nment and cultural health progranm ng in the
open spaces that are in the Gty of Canden. They
don't want to have to go outside of their
nei ghborhoods to be able to find those things.

But nost inportantly, | think a | ot of
what we've heard, would be no secret of that,
mai nt enance is a concern. Not only do we need to be
buil di ng these parks and that's where that's

sonet hing that's been happening for nmany years, but
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wi t hout an actual plan in place to think about how
we're going to maintain these parks as we're | ooking
forward, how we're |ooking forward, how investnent
shoul d be prioritized to nmake sure it's being
equi tabl e across all nei ghborhoods, and nake sure
that we're serving all of the Canden's residents.
Justin.

MR DENNI'S: Thank you, Meishka. Just to
further validate the informati on that was gat hered
t hrough the process that Meishka just detailed, the
Trust For Public Land overl ayed park quality,
denographic, clinmate, stormnater and heat data which
all owed us to better understand Canden's park system

So in the follow ng maps, there are areas
in red that represent the highest or nost
di sproportionate areas of need based on the various
nmetrics analyzed with |ighter reds and oranges
representing areas of lower priority based on the
data included alone. And then the areas in green are
various types of existing planned or in-process green
spaces.

The map that you're | ooking at right now
is fromwhen we overl ayed park quality data with
i ncone data. And when we do this, we begin to get a

sense of how equitably Canden's park system and
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infrastructure is not just distributed but al so

mai ntai ned. This visualization allows us to
strategi ze and advocate for, as well as, prioritize
i nvestnents based on equity that is rooted in data,
whi ch many funders and practioners alike strongly
value. And further, this data affirns in the areas
that we all hear endlessly. Right?

G ound-trooping the lived experiences of
Canden residents with data that is collected and
anal yzed by experts is really how we can help justify
and sort of expertly prove the need for these types
of anenities in the Cty. This map also highlights
that certain areas of the Gty |lack access to G een
spaces which we know and hear. And in nmany cases, it
al so shows that the G een spaces that are present,
are either too small or not managed in a way that
nmeets the needs of the community which is sonething
that we can all work better to address.

Next slide, Meishka. This map | ooks at
absorption and we overlay current and projected
stormmvat er footing with existing and pl anned open
spaces. Through this, we are able to get an
under st andi ng of how park and Green infrastructure
i nprovenents to better position the Gty to handle or

manage nore frequent and intense unpredictable
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flooding as a result of clinmate change. To that end,
the Trust For Public Land, Canden Conmunity
Part nershi p, Canden County Miunicipal Uilities
Aut hority and other increnental partners, are already
using this data to better state the case for G een
i nfrastructure and pl anni ng docunents, G ant
applications, permtting neetings, etc. Next slide,
pl ease.

Under our Protect Categorization, we
anal yze areas that are prone to fl ooding based on
current and various projected sea |evel rise
scenarios. And | conpared that with existing and
pl anned G een spaces. W all understand the critical
I mportance that parks, school yards and other G een
infrastructure play in coastal resilience. Wll,
given this map, we can see there's significant
opportunity to really plan and strategi ze al ong the
Waterfronts that the Gty is better able to handle
future river/rain flooding. Canden's access to
rivers is one of its greatest assets. So using parks
as a neans not only to reconnect but also to protect
and enhance communities is the type of high quality
future that Canden residents deserve. Next slide,
pl ease.

Under our analysis of heat in the Gty,
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we are able to conpare three things. One, various
types of Green spaces that are present. Two, the
areas of nost extrene heat in the Cty. And three,
t he census bl ocks that have the highest average crine
rates. We know that extrene heat is al so the nunber
one environnental killer in the US. every year. And
have sone understanding that with tenperature
I ncreases, sonetinmes there are often crinme increases
that tend to correlate as well.

Further, we know that extrene heat |owers
student and professional performance in very
nmeasur abl e ways. And the nost extrene instances, we
find that average tenperatures can be as high as 12
degrees warner in the heat islands that you see on
this map than in surrounding communities. And even
nore, sone school yard bl acktop surfaces neasure as
nmuch as 25 to 30 degrees -- 30 degrees, excuse ne,
war mer than their surroundi ng areas on a hot sunny
day. So just inmagine the hot 90-degree day in My,
bl ackt op at a school, can be as hot as 120 degrees
and we' re expecting our student population to go and
thrive in those types of environnents.

This type of analysis is critical for us
to better strategize and prioritize how to manage

this intense sumer heat. And this is not just
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t hrough the I ens of creating areas that better
absorb, trap and di ssi pate heat but also by creating
shadi ng, cooling and wetting structures in parks and
communities that provide the critical health benefits
t hroughout the residents of the Cty. Next slide,
pl ease.

And this is the last map |I'l 1l expl ain.
This is the stack priorities of all of these data
categories. And this allows us to visualize howto
i nprove through priority systens based on the sum
total of all data examined in this analysis. The
deci si on support tool that enabled this analysis al so
provides the user with the ability to shift the
wei ght of certain priorities when all of themare
stacked. This map specifically denonstrates equal
wei ght given to all priorities. But if any one
pl anner or increnenter wanted to prioritize heat,
equity, climate resiliency or stornmvater managenent,
t hose categories can be given a higher weighing to
better align with the goals of the inplenented
part ner.

So just to close, this process all owed us
toreally generate the priorities that are detailed
inthis plan. Using data to not just prioritize them

but al so to support the need for additional
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i nvest nent based on the various netrics we've

i ncluded. So having this plan rooted in these types
of data, will w den the pool of funding that we can
pull fromfor construction and redevel opnment. But
further it will allow stakehol ders and conmunity
menbers to nore strategically plan their projects
that they m ght neet the nmany needs that a park can
fill.

So at this tinme, | can turn it back over
to Meishka. She'll close out the presentation.
Thank you.

MS. M TCHELL: Thank you, Justin.

As you heard, | think through the
anal ysis of the data and the information that we got
t hrough our robust community engagenent process,
really gave us the tools to be able to put together
the plan that includes not only a vision for a future
park system that provides equitable access and use to
par ks and open spaces for all Canden residents, but
al so provides that decision support so that as the
City of Canden is making decisions, as devel opers,
ot her organi zations and institutions are |ooking to
develop in their own respective nei ghborhood, that
t hey can point to what we have for the Canden Parks

and Open Spaces Plan as a vision for what those parks
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shoul d I ook Iike.

There are ei ght objectives that cane
t hroughout the plan and those are detailed in that
docunment that you have so | won't go through all of
them but just sort of read the highlights of what
they are. In that one objective being, increasing
hi gh-demand park anenities, prioritizing park
renovation projects. And sone of these are already
under way. |If you look at the bullets it |ists of
park renovation priorities, several of these
projects, the ones that are al ready bol ded, that sone
of themare in several stages of design and
construction already.

So that really does help to identify
whi ch parks we should be | ooking at. Next, creating
safer recreation environnents as an objecti ve,
I mprovi ng mai ntenance of all of our parks, using
parks to maxim ze climte resilience, increasing
progranmm ng, providing conmunity nmenbers with
i nformati on, increasing collaboration between
st akehol ders and i ncreasi ng park funding which
obvi ously the Parks and Open Spaces Pl an can be used
as a tool to be able to do so.

| know that this is a snapshot of what

the full plan does outline. But nost inportantly,
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t hrough a year-long process, it's inportant to know
t hat we engaged | ots of residents and stakehol ders
t hrough a process so that we really were able to have
a resident-driven plan that outlines the inportance
of parks for residents and different nei ghborhoods.
And we're al so seeing this now in the Nei ghborhood
Pl ans that are also com ng before the Planning Board.
But for the first tine being able to have
a Canden Parks and Open Spaces Plan that we can
utilize into the future as part -- as an anendnent to
the Master Plan as we're | ooking for continued
developnent in the Gty of Canden. So | will stop
sharing ny screen now. This is available and I think
we al so provided this Power Point presentation to
each of you. And if any nenbers of the public are
| ooking for the Parks and Open Spaces Plan itself,
t hey can get the full docunent at ww. TPL. or g/ Canden.
CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you very much
for your presentation. Does anybody on the Board
have anything to say or comments? None. kay. Then
we'll nove on.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON: | " m sorry,
Chairman. | was on nute and | have a comrent.
CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Go ahead.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yeah, |
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wanted to thank Canden Comrunity In Partnership and
Land for Public Trust for their work on this project.
This was sonething that, you know, we're excited to
see in front of us; sonething that the community took
part in; stakeholders. M questionis, howwll we
i mbed the plan into the nei ghborhood, specific
Nei ghbor hood Pl ans? And | ask that question for many
reasons, being involved in this process and weari ng
the different hats.

It's inportant for -- as we -- the
Master Plan is great but comunities Cty-w de vary
in community structure. You know, we saw school s
there. Property is different in every
nei ghborhood. Parks, anenities, needs are all
different in challenges. So how do we conti nue
building on this plan to nake it stronger and, you
know, |ongterm sustainability by inbedding it into
t he Nei ghbor hood Pl ans?

M5. MTCHELL: Geat. |If that's okay,
"Il be able to answer that question.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Sure. Pl ease
do.

M5. M TCHELL: | think one of the
ways -- first and forenost, | would say that the Cty

of Canden's Master Plan is the overall guiding
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docunment for the City of Canden. So even before the
Nei ghborhood Plan, it is the Master Plan which we
hope that by a vote of this Board, this plan will be
anended to -- will be the overall guiding docunent
for the entire Gty.

The other thing that is, you know, keen
to point out is, that this process did incorporate
and i nclude residents and stakehol ders and
organi zations fromall of the nei ghborhoods in the
Cty of Camden. And we are al so working very closely
at Canden Community Partnership with several of those
nei ghbor hoods ri ght now that are going through their
own pl anni ng processes to nake sure that the
information that is provided in this plan is included
by reference and those other plans like in North
Canden and Craner Hi |l and Waterfront South that are
under goi ng that process right now.

But first and forenost, if this Qpen
Spaces Pl an does get anended to the Master Plan, this
becones part of the guiding docunent for the Gty of
Canden to whi ch those Nei ghborhood Pl ans woul d al so
have to seek input for.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON: | have a
foll owup question. How does that work for the plans

that are already in place? And not North Canden
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because North Canden included this into their plan
and Craner H Il was in the planning stages where it
was fortunate to include this in their plan or not.
| have to doubl e-check on that. But in the event
that Craner Hill doesn't have this in this plan, how
can they incorporate this into their plan?

And in the event that there's a
nei ghbor hood that currently doesn't have a plan and
hasn't had one and needs one updated, how does this
get enbedded into those plans, along with the
resources that need to be allocated? And that's a
separate question. That's a follow up question
natural ly.

But | really want to make sure that
nei ghborhoods are able to continue | eading these
conversations. You know, the City is very big and
there are a lot of priorities all around the Cty.
And there are a lot of tasks to nmake up. And | think
structural -wi se and infrastructure-wise, it's
inmportant to bring it down to that top-bottom --
t op-up approach and not a top-bottomone, if that
makes any sense, for community engagenent and
conmuni ty-driven purposes.

M5. M TCHELL: Absolutely. It would be

nmy hope that every single neighborhood woul d be able
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to look to this plan to help to informtheir own

Nei ghbor hood Plan. So if a new Nei ghborhood Pl an,
for exanple, was going to be done for the Bergen
Squar e Nei ghbor hood, that they would be able to take
the data that we've been able to put together for
this plan.

So if you think about those maps that we
put together, you can drill that down for the census
track | evel and be able to | ook at what the open
spaces are in that nei ghborhood, what the needs are,
what the stormwater needs are for those
nei ghbor hoods, and that they will be able to
i ncorporate that into whatever planning they' re doing
for their nei ghborhoods.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yeah, |
understand that. | conpletely understand that.
Director Ed WIllians usually, how does the Master
Pl an get further enbedded into the Nei ghborhood
Pl an?

DR WLLIAVMS: Through the Chair. One of
t he key processes will be to engage comrunity groups
i n the nei ghborhoods to devel op Nei ghbor hood Pl ans
for their groups. And with that being said, as these
Nei ghbor hood Pl ans are being done, and | don't know

why ny canera is going out, but as these Nei ghborhood
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Pl ans are being done, as the Planning Departnent, we
will insure that these policies fromthe Open Spaces
Pl an and ot her plans that have been anended to the
Master Plan, will be infused into each Nei ghborhood
Plan that's bei ng pronul gated by the comruniti es.

One thing that is for sure, planning only
works well when it's bottomup and not top down. So,
Counci | woman, | agree totally with you. And that's
how it should be done. W have worked with Canden
Communi ty Partnership and nost groups in the Gty
over the years, and we strive to nake sure that
there's a great connection between comunity i nput
and community policy.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes. And
al so understand that too. And I'll just reiterate
one extra exanple just for clarity in the event that
maybe |'m not wording this correctly. So we'll talk
about the school buildings for instance. The schools
that are eye sores in each of the communities
currently, are exactly what they are. And, you know,
there is vacant |l and al so that the school devel opnent
authority and the school district has in
nei ghbor hoods and that inventory varies as well.

And so when |I'm | ooking at the
Nei ghbor hood Pl an and I'm attending nmy nonthly
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st akehol der neetings with comunity residents and

st akehol ders, how can the comunity be assured that
their conversations about what their schools are
going to look like or their parks are going to | ook
like with the surrounding indirect and direct factors
that are included in that, how can they continue to
| ead those conversations? Because those are not the
sanme conversations that a Wi tman Park nei ghbor hood
woul d be having or a Parkside. Because
geographically, you know, and real estate-w se, each
community is different.

And so, you know, | don't want to, you
know, be at a point where |'mat a neeting wth
community residents and they have to consult with
t hese bigger structures in front of them \Wereas,
their community groups are null and voided. And so,
that is what I'mtrying to assure here. So if
there's no practice that's known el sewhere by, you
know, the Pl anni ng Board swearing in officials today,
that these things are not further enbedded into
Nei ghbor hood Pl ans or that is sonething that is not
done normally then okay. You know, |'ll take that.
But if it's sonething that is done and it is a best
practice, | would |Iove to know that that's the case.

And if not, then I'll nove on.
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DR WLLIAVMS: | think your point,
Counci | woman, is well-taken. There's been a nunber
of plans that have gone through the Planni ng Board
over the last year in East Canden along with this
docunment of Cooper Grant, Bergen Square, Witman
Park. Al of those plans over the | ast several
years, have gone through a community engagenent
process which really constituted a bottom up
appr oach.

| believe the history of this Board has
been to listen to the public in terns of what the
public wants for their nei ghborhood. Not just
city-wde. But if people fromtheir communities want
sonet hi ng through a pl anning process that results
fromthat Master Plan Amendnent through a
Nei ghbor hood Pl an or a Redevel opnent Pl an, then we
have a responsibility to nmake sure that they marry
those policies with the overall City Master Pl an.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  And |
understand all of that.

M5. M TCHELL: Let ne just naybe add one
t hi ng, Councilwoman. Just when we were tal king about
t he Canmden Parks and Open Spaces Plan is neant to be
utilized as a tool. So when you are with your

constituenci es and, you know, soneone i s proposing
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sonet hing in the nei ghborhood, you know, having an
anended -- a plan anended to the Master Plan be it
this one or the Nei ghborhood Plan, allows you to say
to whatever is happening in that nei ghborhood, hi, we
have the -- the Gty of Canden has an adopted Open
Spaces Pl an that says that open space is a priority
for this area, perhaps you should be incorporating
open space into your plan.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON: R ght. So
who woul d incorporate that into the specific plan?

DR WLLIAVS: |t would be the Pl anning
Boar d.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON: There was
data that was collected with this plan that pertains
to each nei ghborhood. And I'm sure M. Dennis spent
alot of tine with Meishka. And | think, M. Dennis,
we' ve had several conversations about this, right?

Li ke structure and how does that work and how do we
make sure and assure that residents are still, you
now, | eading the conversations based off of their
needs and their daily changes? And how does that get
i ncor porated up?

So maybe |I'mnot, you know, saying this
right and I hear what you guys are saying, there is a

Master Plan. But, you know what, there is a Master
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Plan. And that is that, a Master Plan. And so, you
know, priorities shift in the Cty. Leaderships
change all the tinme and adm ni strati ons change all
the time. But sonething that doesn't, are the people
that live here. So how do we assure that for al

t hose changes, that the people that are here,
continue to be at the forefront of those
conversations is what I'"'mnost interested in? And
so, you know - -

MR DENN' S: Councilwoman Mrton, if |
could just add one last -- tw last points. Excuse
ne.

Primarily first and forenost, this is a
Master Plan that, |ike Meishka was sayi ng, nakes
recommendations for how to prioritize but doesn't
necessarily say, this needs to be your priority.
Right? So if in Parkside this data is used to
support the case for green infrastructure at a pl ace
i ke Met East Hi gh School, that's the decision of
Par ksi de Busi ness Community In Partnership and the
residents of that community based on the data that we
provi ded.

Secondarily and nost inportant
i ncapsul ated and nmenorialized in this docunent, is

recommendati ons to have a steering community process
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that's facilitated by Canden Community Partnership
and The Trust for Public Plan. That's resident-|ead
and resident-informed. So that's sonething that

Mei shka and | have been working on in the past couple
of weeks, trying to figure out how we best structure
t he group and harness the power of the group, not
just at the stakeholder and institutional |evel but

al so | ooking at the resident |evel as well.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  So does t hat
nmean that the Parkside community wll now cone back
and anend this plan into their plan? Because we j ust
passed our plan two nont hs ago.

MR BURNS: They coul d, Council woman.
They definitely could. If this is to be used as a
tool, and | mght say just for the record --

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  How woul d
t hey know? How woul d they know?

MR BURNS: Well, it's outreach. And one
of the good things is we have peopl e such yourself
that gets to see these anendnents cone before the
Board. And you're pointing out, | think, very well
sone of those itens that you can reach and touch and
apply to other parts of the community.

So part of it is, when they cone before

t he Board such as the application tonight, you take
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that and you go and say, okay, we have this and this
is sonething that may be applicable to Parksi de.
This may be applicable to another part of the
community. So a lot of it is outreach

| nmust say that I'mvery -- Ms. Mtchell,
M. Dennis, I'"'mvery inpressed. |'mvery inpressed
wth what you do and how you presented this. And I
think the questions that are being raised certainly
by the Councilwoman and by others, just go to show
how wel | you've worked with the conmunity and have
been a partner. |I'mjust the attorney for the
Board. | see a lot of presentations inny life and |
nust say, you both do a very good job.

MR DENNI'S: Thank you.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  May | speak, M.

Chair?

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Yes, of course, M.
Wal ker .

Dl RECTOR WALKER: | would just like to
say, kudos to Justin and Meishka. |[|'ve been part of

the Steering Commttee and community neeti ngs over
the last few years and dealing with our new park
systens. And degree of managenent is great because
of like the heat index, the proper naterials to use

within the parks in the areas. Those denographics
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wasn't never known by us.

But what this would do is guide us into
optim zing the open space within our park systens as
bei ng i npervi ous surface, green areas and things like
that. | think they do a yeoman's job working from
t he bottomup. They always incorporate the conmunity
and the steering comunity in an coll aborative effort
to get the anenities that's needed wthin the parks.

So all the parks that was done that was
under Ms. Mtchell's | eadership, went over well in
t he nei ghbor hoods because they had the input. They
designed it. They even picked out sonething as
m nute as the color of the playground equi pnent. So
they are incorporated. They are invested and they
are engaged. So that way when the structure is built
and the park is renovated and constructed to
conpl etion, they have ownership thereof. So |I'mjust
saying a yeoman's job. Thank you very nmuch for doing
what you all do for the Gty of Canden.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you, M.
val ker .

MR, BURNS: M. Chairman, we woul d have
to open it up to the public.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Does anybody el se have

anything to say? Yes, I'll open it up to the public
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as soon as | finish with all nmy group. Anyone el se
on the Board has anything else to say? |If not, |
open it up to the public. Anyone interested in
maki ng a statenent in reference to this Canden Parks
and Open Spaces Plan, may do so. Doctor WIllians, is
t here anyone there that wants to speak?

MR BURNS: M. Cumm ngs has his hands
up, Ji m Cumm ngs.

DR WLLIAVMS: darifying where he's at.

MR CUMNGS: |I'mright here. Once
again --

MR BURNS: M. Cunmmngs, I'mgoing to
swear you in, sir. Raise your right hand.

MR CUMM NGS: Ckay.

JIM CUMW NGS, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR CUW NGS: Let ne introduce nyself
quickly. I'mwith Wban Prom se Mnistries. W're a
yout h devel opnent organi zation. Been in the City of
Canden for 35-plus years. W have a Kthru 12
private school and we run after-school prograns.

amthe director of experiential |earning; the founder
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of two prograns, UrbanTrekkers and Urban Boat Wr ks.
And we use the Canden City parks. | amparticularly
connected to waterfront parks because we build boats
and we take people out on the rivers in Canden. Last
summer, this past summer, we took out over 400 and

pl us; of that 400, about 300 Canden residents on the
title Cooper River into the back channel.

When | was neeting with sone of the
friends here about the park project and Master Pl an,
we're really excited for our students for the Cty of
Canden. And since we use the parks, | nade a
suggestion that | think we should be hel ping to take
care of the parks. The idea of a kind of fornal
arrangenent of 'Friends of the Park'. Pyne Point
Park is a place where we will generally take our
canoes out after we've done our paddle from Kai ghn
Avenue.

And | just want to nmake a suggestion that
maybe there could be sone type of formal program of
"Friends of the Park' and we woul d take sone
responsibility to help nmaintain those parks realizing
that that's a real challenge here in the Cty. So |
just want to offer that and just say, thank you to
all of you. And if anybody wants to take a paddl e on

t he Cooper River, cone see ne. Gve ne a call. W
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do that all spring, sumer and into the fall. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Thank you. Anyone
el se?

DR WLLIAMS: W have a BMon the line.
"' mgoing to unmute them now. There you go.

MR MORTON: It's Bryan Morton. |
apol ogi ze. 1'mdriving.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: You have to wave your
finger at least to say hi. Wat you' re about to say
Is true or not because we have to swear you in.

BRYAN MORTON, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR BURNS: M. Mrton, please be careful
driving.

MR MORTON: Absolutely. Absolutely.
It's dashboar d- nount ed.

Hey M. Cunmm ngs, Dean is suppose to be
reaching out to you. | saw himat the holiday party.

MR CUW NGS: Thank you.

MR. MORTON: A shout out to Urban

Prom se, UrbanTrekkers, Urban Boat Wrks. The work
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that you do is amazing. And the idea of a 'Friends
o', I think, would be crucial to sort of providing
the sort of outreach and constant care and

communi cati on that our parks and conmuni cations are
goi ng to need that the Council woman was poi nting out
of. Rght? W don't want this -- | love this
docunent .

" m proud that the North Canden Little
League was a part of the steering commttee. |I'm
really proud of the docunent and that it can be now
used by nei ghbor hoods, by comrunity groups, by the
school s, by the renai ssance partners, the private
partners, the parochial partners, to bring
i nvestnents into our parks. Right? But those
conversations still have to be anchored in the
conmuni ty.

So the idea of a 'Friends O' partnership
that formalizes the community groups, those that are
using the parks, bringing individuals into the parks,
you know, will help insure your point out of 400
peopl e, 300 were Canden residents. And probably I'd
hazard a guess 80 percent of them it was their first
time accessing their own natural resource.

And so we want to neke sure that they're

not just accessing it one tine but repeatedly and so
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much so that they feel an ownership that a generation
from now, black and brown urban kids are not drowni ng
at a rate that's, you know, not in part. You know,
that we're not drowning. Like there's a bunch of
health and life statistics around water and in
particul ar around our parks that keep out the
negative sort of lures that we know are present.

So kudos to the planning commttee; happy
to be a part of it. And really proud that so many
people were involved in that there's now an onus on
not only wwth the Gty but how do we nake it live.
And | just want to shout out, the Gty is about to
get sonmewhere around 12 billion dollars through the
"Build Back Better Pl an.

And so | woul d hope that part of our
advocacy group, the comunity partnership, through
the Trust of Public Land and through others, is that
sonme of that noney goes directly into reinvigorating
our parks so that it can marry the revitalization of
our school system and our public safety systemto
really capitalize off of the econom c opportunities
of this monment. Right? W don't want to m ss out.
So that's ny two cents on it. Thank you all.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Thank you. Appreciate
that. Wio is next, Dr. WIlians?
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DR WLLIAVS: W have a M. Troy

Qgel shy.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: M. gl esby?

MR OGELSBY: Good eveni ng.

MR BURNS: |'mgoing to swear you in,
Sir

TROY OGLESBY, having first been duly

sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as

fol | ows:
MR OGESBY: And |like M. Mrton, |
apol ogi ze. |I'mdriving but | thought it
qui ntessential to call in and to show the support for
t he plans that you have. |It's always good that we're

i ncluded in beautifying our own nei ghborhood and
being a part of having access to all of the historic
and public parks that we have in the Gty.

As we go through a lot of the changes
t hat you guys have seen with our civil rights and | ot
of peopl e have been havi ng sone changes to sonme of
t he parks that have been | ong overdue, they're the
people for the past years that have had the torch
before people |ike nyself and M. Mrton and ot her

people in the comunity. W fought to have
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ownership. W fought to have participation to be

i ncluded. And that inclusion is very inportant. And
| see that you guys are on the right track with
maki ng sure that there's inclusions and that there's
sone self-pride injected into the plans for the

par ks.

And | just wanted to at |least chine in
and say that that is admral of you guys. And | hope
that you continue to | ook at the fact that just
because there's been despair in the Gty of Canden, |
think the resilience of our residents have shown that
we're still here; we're still trying to get the best
of what we have. And if we can continue to be
included, I'msure that this will bring a very good
and outstanding outcone for all of us. And that's
what | really see, as long as you guys have
responsibility |like you' ve shown today. So thank you
very nuch and that's all the two cents that | have.

MR BURNS: Thank you, sir.

DR WLLIAMS: We have next, Ms. Eve
Qui nones.

BURNS: Eve, you're on nute.
QUI NONES:  Hi .
BURNS: Rai se your right hand, Eve.

2 5 3
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EVE QUI NONES, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR BURNS: Spell your |ast name for the
record.

M5, QUNONES: QU I-NONE-S.

MR BURNS: Very good. You're a resident
of Canden, correct?

MS. QUI NONES:. Yes, sir.

MR BURNS: Thank you. Go ahead, Eve.

M5. QU NONES: | wote everything down so
pl ease forgive ne if | | ook away.

Good eveni ng everyone. M/ nane is Yvonne
Qui nones but please just call ne Eve. | was born and
raised here in the Gty of Canden specifically in the
Cramer Hill area. | just recently graduated from
St ockton University in Decenber of 2020 with a BS in
marine biology and I'mcurrently the environnental
educat or for the Canden County Departnent of ParKks.

Speaki ng solely as a resident here, as a
child I always renenbered getting in the car and
driving outside the City to go play at the park.
| never really questioned it then. But as | grew

older, | realized that there were things that ny
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parents just didn't want ne to be exposed to. If |
was ever |ucky enough to go up the street to Bonita

Park, | was often told not to talk to strangers and

wat ch out for sharp things |ike needl es and bl ades in

t he pl ayground.

Now pi cture this, a future advocate and
educat or for parks across the whole county not being
able to play at the park that's up the street from
her hone. | was incredibly lucky to find ny path to
what | do now. |If nore opportunities exist then
there would be so many nore individuals |ike nyself.
A city girl who appreciates the outdoors and | oves
animal s that reside within the pl ace.

As of right now, it is an up-hill battle
for the children of Canden to get to where | am
today, but we are here to change that. W as a
coll ective group have a plan to nmake sure that no
other child will ever have the experience of an
unsafe, unclean park here in our invincible Gty.
Canden's park systens have the opportunity to be
sonet hing greater than what they are now. Al this
wor k being done is to inprove, not only the lives of
Canden's residents but to beautify our Cty. Al
ask is for the support in this vision of a Canden

that everyone in the Cty deserves. Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you Dr.
WIlliams. Anyone el se?

DR. WLLIAMS: No one, sir.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Then |'I1l cl ose out
t he public opinions or comments. |s there anyone
el se on the Board before we get a vote? Anyone el se?
Hearing none, therefore, I'd |ike to have a notion to
approve the Canden Parks and Open Spaces Pl an for
2020.

MR, BURNS: As an anendnent to the Master
Plan, right, sir?

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Yes, that's correct,
M. Burns. Thank you, Doctor.

M5. CREAN: So noved.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | need a second.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Roll call, Angel a.

MS. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Absolutely. Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Erin Crean.

M5. CREAN. Yes. And | want to thank
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everyone for all their hard work on this.

M5. MLLER  Steven Lee.

MR LEE: Yes.

M5. MLLER lan Leonard.

MR, LEONARD: Yes.

M5. MLLER Modtion carried to approve.
Thank you.

MR BURNS: Congratul ati ons everyone.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Great work, Justin.

MR DENNI'S: Thank you all so nuch.

M5. MOORE: Excuse ne.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:. Dena, please go ahead.

M5. MOORE: Hi. | just want to note that
"' m back in on the conversation. | had to recuse

nyself any tine Canden Conmunity Partnership has a
presentation. Just because of their relationship
with our conpany. So |I'm back into the
conversati on.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you.

M5. MOORE: Thanks.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Amendnent to Fi nal
Site Plan and Bul k Vari ances, Cathedral Soup Kitchen,
Inc., 1514 Federal Street, Block 1183, Lot 1.

The applicant is proposing the

installation of a 800 square foot shed/garage
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structure and a height of approximately 12 feet. The
property is located within the -2, Ceneral

| ndustrial Zoning District. Anyone here for that?
Doctor WIlians, do you have anything on that?

MR BURNS: M. Ransomis here.

MR. RANSOM Yes. Robert Ransomw th the
Law Firm of Stradl ey Ronon, Stevens & Young on behal f
of the applicant, Cathedral Soup Kitchen,
| ncorporated. Thank you, M. Chairman and the
Menmbers of the Board for your tinme this evening.

As stated, |'m here on behalf of the
Cat hedral Soup Kitchen in connection with our
application for an anended site plan approval and
bul k vari ance approval relating to the installation
of a shed with reference as a pavilion structure at
the existing site of Cathedral's Kitchen's nonprofit
soup kitchen located at 1514 Federal Street, also
known as Bl ock 1183, Lot 1.

Public notice was provided to the
property owners within 200 feet as required on
January 3rd. In addition, public notice was
publ i shed within the Courier Post newspaper on that
sane date. At this juncture, | do have two or three
W t nesses that need to be sworn in. |[If you want to

handl e those up front.
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CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Yes, woul d you pl ease.
Wul d you nane who they are, please.

MR. RANSOM We have Joe Mancini with
Tri-State Engineering & Surveying, our site plan
engi neer.

MR BURNS: Very good.

MR. RANSOM We al so have Carrie
Ki t chen- Santi ago, the executive director of the
Cat hedral Soup Kitchen. And John CGonzal ez, the chief
operating officer for Cathedral Kitchen. The latter
two wll providing fact testinony. And M. Mancini
wi Il be providing the engineering testinony.

MR BURNS: Very good, Counsel. First of
all, it's always good to see you. | would like to
swear everyone in. So if John, Carrie and Joe could
rai se your right hands.

JOSEPH MANCI NI, P.E., P.P.; CARR E
KI TCHEN- SANTI AGO, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR- CATHEDRAL
KI TCHEN;, JOHN GONZALEZ, CEO CATHEDRAL KI TCHEN, havi ng
first been duly sworn/affirnmed, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:

MR BURNS: And when counsel calls you to

testify, if you could just, again, repeat your
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affiliation for the record. | know that John and
Carrie are with the applicant. And, M. Mncini,
just for the record M. Chairnman, has been accepted
as a professional engi neer on numerous occasi ons by
this Board, | believe, also a professional planner
We can dispense with his credentials. W have
accepted himin the past as a professional in both
engi neeri ng and pl anni ng.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: So we can nove on
faster. Dena, can you read your letter so we can
nmove on. M. Ransom you don't have a problemwth
that, do you?

MR RANSOM | have no objection.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Ckay. Go ahead, Dena.

M5. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chairman. [|'m
referring to Remington & Vernick's letter dated
January 6, 2022. And | wll begin on page three.
Just to point out, fromthe area of bul k
requirenents, there are several variances that are
required with this application. For one side yard,
what's required is five feet. They're proposing
2.26 feet fromthe property line.

The area of the structure required a 750
square feet. They're proposing 800 square feet. The

hei ght of the structure, 10 feet is required.
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They're proposing 11.92 feet. And off-street parking
for service organi zati ons, we have a total of 38
spaces being required. And they are proposing 13.

So I"'msure we'll receive additional testinony
regardi ng those variances required. So |I'll proceed
with the general comments at this tine.

MR MANCINI: VWhile we're there, if |
could just make two m nor anendnents there for
clarity?

M5. MOORE: Ckay.

MR MANCINI: | don't think the side yard
is relevant anynore gi ven what we've | earned about
the consolidation of the lot. This building actually
falls in the center of the lot, so there's no side
yard variance. And since the CK Cafe and the
Cat hedral Kitchen's main building 15 and 14 were,
agai n, consolidated as one lot, we think it's prudent
to ook at the total parking. So the total parking
for both buildings required is 49 spaces where there
are 28 today and 23 proposed. So we're looking at a
vari ance of 49 versus 23 for the whol e site now.

M5. MOORE: Ckay. Thank you.

The county route designation should be
i ndi cated for Federal Street. A Road Opening Permt
from Canden County H ghway Departnent woul d be
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required for road opening on Federal Street. You
acknow edge?

MR MANCINI: Yes, we'll conply.

M5. MOORE: (Ckay.

Per Section 870-230.F, service
organi zations require one (1) parking space per 500
square feet of floor area plus one (1) parking space
for every two (2) full-tinme enpl oyees.

So we need to address the buil ding square
footage and the full-time enployees. So if you can
provide that information for ne to revise in the
letter to note the 49 spaces required.

MR MANCINI: | will do that absolutely.

M5. MOORE: And we'll have that you are
proposi ng 23 spaces.

So it should be noted that the site is
| ocated adj acent to a bus stop. Per Section
870-230.J, the required nunber of parking spaces may
be reduced at the discretion of the Planning Board.
Shared parking is encouraged between different | and
uses on a given lot, parcel or within a devel opnent.
The Board may require the applicant to utilize the
Urban Land Institute's ' Shared Parking Anal ysis'
and/ or anot her conparabl e approach if deened

appropriate for a given application or a situation.
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In addition, if the requested parking
variance is granted, the applicant shall then nake a
cash contribution to the Cty for each required space
not provided per Section 870-230.F. The contribution
shall be in an anmount equal to the cost of providing
t he requi red m ni mum nunber of parking spaces to be
cal cul ated by the Gty Engi neer.

So is there any testinony you wanted to
put on record regardi ng the parking?

MR MANCINI: Please, yes. So a large
portion of both of the buildings are a dining room
area that's reserved for the neal program guests.

And | think the Board considered this previously when
granting a variance for the existing parking which is
bel ow what's required. Very few of these guests
drive to the site. They take public transportation.
As Dena said, there's the bus stop right across the
street. And obviously, lots of folks walk to the
site as well.

So based on that, the actual need for
Cat hedral Kitchen for parking is substantially | ower
than the 49 that are required. In Section 870.230.J
of our Odinance allows for, at the Board's
di scretion, to adjust the required parking where it

is in best interest of the residents, owners, tenants
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and occupants and the enployees -- I'msorry -- in
the interest of the entire City. The Board has that
ability to use their discretion to adjust the parking
requirenent fromwhat's typically required in Section
870.

So we woul d ask the Board to consi der
t hat based on the additional testinony you'll hear
toni ght fromthe Cathedral Kitchen about how t hey use
the site; how the demand for even enpl oyee parking is
dimnished and is likely to stay | ower post-COvlI D
So we believe the 23 spaces that we're providing are
still adequate to serve certain needs for the site.

MR RANSOM The only thing I'd add to
that, and thank you M. Mancini, is to the extent
necessary, Cathedral Kitchen would be requesting a
wai ver or a variance fromthe requirenent to pay a
cash contribution in light of the fact that this,
again, is -- this is an anended site plan. These
i ssues were addressed -- per the issues related to
par ki ng were previously addressed at the approval of
the initial site plan in 2008. And also, the
approval of the site plan for the cafe that exists
for the lot in 2013.

So to the extent necessary, Cathedral

Kitchen, the applicant, would be requesting a waiver
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fromthat requirenent.

M5. MOORE: There isn't anything in the
Ordi nance that would permt a waiver or a variance of
that requirenent. So the only thing we woul d proceed
with would be further discussion as it being up to
the Planning Board at their discretion as the nunber
of parking spaces is required. But there's nothing
in the Ordinance for a waiver or a variance fromthe
par ki ng vari ance requirenent, that fee.

MR BURNS: That's correct. Wth that
being said, and | agree with you, Dena, that the
Pl anni ng Board certainly can entertain that request.
| think Dr. WIllians' office also can address that
request. | do note that you're basically seeking an
anmendnent to construct an 800-square foot tenporary
shed. So your approvals that you did get back in
2008 and 2013, you know, unless |I'm m ssing
sonething, | don't think the parking has changed that
dramatically. Oher than the fact that you're
elimnating five but we get that.

But | think part of that goes to your use
and maybe sonebody can testify briefly as to what the
real uses for the parking spaces on site that nay
give the Board a little bit nore, you know,

information and certainly Dr. Wlliams will nore
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information as to howit's used and what your needs
are.

MR RANSOM Yes. The existing parking
spaces are utilized for the handful of enployees that
actually drive to work. And obviously, any
volunteers that drive to the site. W'Il|l note that
many of the volunteers that we do have, do -- they
cone fromgroups so there is a lot of car-pooling and
such with our volunteers. W are confident that even
in the absence of the five spaces which, again, is
i ntended to be tenporary.

The only reason that this shed is being
proposed, is because due to the Pandem c and soci al
di stanci ng gui dance and requirenents, we have been
forced to -- we've been forced to provide sone of the
soci al services that we'd usually provide within the
exi sting primary buil ding outside. And, obviously,
wth the winter weather, we won't be able to provide
t hose servi ces outside.

So, again, this is intended to be
tenporary. However, due to the uncertain nature of
the Pandemic, | think when | initially filed this
application, I would have been prepared to say that,
you know, we probably would have expected this to be

sonething that will be in existence for, you know,
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si X nonths, a year.

But at this point, no one knows. So this
is intended to be tenporary. But given the
uncertainty due to the Pandem c, we're treating it as
a permanent structure. Neverthel ess, we' re confident
t hat given the denmands of our enpl oyees and the
demands by our volunteers in terns of parking, that
t he proposed parking spaces will be adequate.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Can | ask a question?
What is the shed going to be used for? That's
sonething | need to understand.

MR. RANSOM Yes. The shed will be
used --

MR BURNS: Counsel, can | just stop you
there? It mght be best to have either John or
Carrie just testify as to those facts. And, Carrie,
if I can ask, the proffer that was just nade by
counsel as it relates to the use of the shed and the
parking lot, was that true to the best of your
know edge and correct?

MS. Kl TCHEN- SANTI AGO:  What Rob sai d?

MR BURNS: Yes.

MS. KI TCHEN- SANTI AGO.  Yes.

MR BURNS: |If you could address the next

question that was asked by our Chair.
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MS. KI TCHEN- SANTI AGO.  Sure. So
Cat hedral, we've had a neal programfor 46 years
where we provide neals to anybody who needs one. And
we used to have a dining roomwhere people could sit
down. But because of the Pandem c and the need for
keepi ng peopl e safe and soci al distanci ng, about two
years ago, we started doing a to-go nodel instead
where we give the neals out fromour front entrance.

We al so provide social services to our
nmeal guests and we do that in partnership with a |ot
of different organizations. So Hispanic Famly
Center, Center For Famly Services, Maryville,
Vol unteers of Anerica. A lot of different groups
cone on site on a regular basis and provi de vari ous
social services |like help with donestic violence,
getting secure housing, getting health insurance. So
all things that a | ot of our guests need who are
of ten housi ng-i nsecure and i ncone-insecure. And we
used to provide those services inside in the dining
roomand a little bit of space off to the side of the
di ni ng room

But when we reopen in the spring, we're
going to need all the space that we have in the
dining roomto spread people out for safety reasons.

And | think that will be the case for a long tine
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given just our newreality with COVID. So because of
that we can't fit the services inside. W've also
expanded our services and our partnerships. And al so
we' ve expanded our case managenent team here to
connect people to services on-site and off-site. So
we' ve been, since the Pandem c, providing services in
our parking lot. And that's going to have to
continue. W used a tent for a nunber of nonths
during the Pandem c but tents are just not 12-nonth
structures. W've had two tents destroyed with ice
and w nd.

So in order to have sonething that can be
all year round and can protect our service providers
and our case managenent staff and our guests fromthe
weat her, fromthe heat, the cold, we wanted to
set up a -- it's a shed but it's alnost |ike instead
of atent, that's nore permanent and that can protect
people. So that's the purpose of it. And we'll
still need it when we reopen. Not just now when
we're doing a to-go nodel .

MR BURNS: Is it fair to say that, and |
just offer this to Dr. Wllians too and the rest of
the Board, this really is no different than a
restaurant or sone ot her type of business, putting a

tent in the parking so they can stay open and survive
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as a business during these tough tines. So | just
throw that out there.

It's designed to be tenporary in nature
with the hope that eventually when we get out of this
nightmare that we're in under COVID. So once it's
elimnated or once it's renoved in the future,
they're back to pretty nuch the sanme place they were
before. So I just put that out there for Dr.
WIllians' consideration as it relates to any
requested wai ver -- any request as to address this

parking fee that the Gty has certainly the right to

I Npose.

DR WLLIAVMS: That's correct.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Not to stop anything
el se, Dena can you finish your report? |[|'msorry.

| apol ogi ze for the interruption of your letter.

M5. MOORE: No, that's fine.

The architectural plans illustrate two
roll-up garage doors on the narrow sides of the
buil di ng. However, as shown on the site plans, it
appears that vehicles will not be able to access
t he garage fromthe parking |ot based on the | ocation
of the existing parking spaces to remain. Testinony
shoul d be provided regardi ng the purpose of the

roll-up garage doors.
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MR MANCINI: | can pick up on that,
Carrie, if you'd like. They're not intended for
vehicles to access there. W just want to have the
ability to have ventilation through the building. So
a garage door just helps facilitate that a little
better. (Qbviously, it helps to bring in other tables
and stuff like that that you need but it's not
i ntended for vehicles to ever have access to the
building or to park a vehicle in the building, of
cour se.

M5. MOORE: All right. | noted that.

Testinmony shoul d be provided regarding
any | oading activities at the site.

MR MANCINI: Again, there's going to be
no change to the loading activities for the main
buil ding. There's a |loading area in back there.
There's not really a significant |oading requirenent
for this building. Again, it's primarily for the
partner service providers. They m ght have sone
tables and chairs in there and that sort of thing.
Not hi ng that woul d require any significant | oading.

M5. MOORE: The plan does not indicate
proposed changes in the stornmwater managenent or
grading for this project. The applicant should

provide confirm ng testinony. |s that correct,
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Joe?

MR MANCINI: That's correct. Nothing is
changi ng there.

M5. MOORE: (Ckay.

The proposed finished floor elevation of
t he garage should be shown on the plan.

MR MANCINI: Yes, we'll provide that.

M5. MOORE: A traffic statenent should be
provided to explain the current traffic condition at
the site and how this proposal would affect it?

MR MANCINI: Yes, we'll provide that.
And briefly I'll just note that there's really no
change to the traffic circulation on the site as
proposed with the shed.

M5. MOORE: Ckay. You know that | just
needed sonething fromyou indicating that in a
st at enent .

MR. MANCI NI :  Absolutely. Understood.

M5. MOORE: The proposed project nust be
approved by the Cty Engineer and the City Fire Chief
with witten docunentation provided to our office
prior to the final signatures of the plan.

MR MANCINI: Yes, we'll conply.

M5. MOORE: Testinony should be provided

regardi ng the purpose of the accessory structure, and
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you nentioned that, and the antici pated nunber of
people within this building. So this is sonething
where the volunteers would just conme in. How nany
peopl e do you expect to be inside of this structure?

MR MANCINI: | think it would vary
dependi ng upon what the needs are. | think it's also
goi ng to vary dependi ng upon, and | don't want to
speak for Carrie, but it's going to vary dependi ng
upon whatever the CDC rules are at that particul ar
time. | don't knowif you want to add any colors to
that, Carrie.

MS. KITCHEN- SANTIAGO |I'mjust going to
say, you're probably tal king about ten. Typically
it's a service provider who is neeting with a guest
for a period of tine like to help themw th an
application for health insurance. Usually people are
either sitting one-on-one or it's sonething that's
provided that's quick that people are in and out. So
pr obabl y around ten.

M5. MOORE: Ckay.

Testinmony shoul d be provided regarding
the utilities associated with this building such as,
el ectrical, heating or plunbing. It appears that no
utilities are proposed.

MR MANCINI: So no plunbing or heating
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but we are going to provide electric to that
building. W wll have electric connected to the
1506 Cafe Building. And that's sinply to be able to
provi de sone fans and to have sone air circulating,
but no other utilities, no plunbing and no bat hr oons,
sonething like that.

M5. MOORE: Okay. And the electrical
woul d be shown on any revised plans if approved?

MR MANCI NI :  Absol utely.

M5. MOORE: A coloring rendering of the
proposed accessory structure shall be provided for
the Board' s review and approval .

MR MANCINI: Certainly. W have a
depiction of what the building materials and col or
woul d ook like. | can share that nowif you'd like.

M5. MOORE: Yes, please, for the Board to
see?

MR GONZALEZ: Joe, if | mght add. The
rendering that you're bringing up was a prelimnary
rendering. W've actually added a few sort of
extras, windows to the site to nake it a little nore
appealing and for nore air flow And there will also
be sone traditional doors and wi ndows on the shorter
ends of the building as well. | think it'll |ook

even slight nore attractive.
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CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: John, could you
expl ain who you are, please?

MR, GONZALEZ: Yes. |'mthe chief
operating officer at the Cathedral Kitchen.

DR WLLIAVS: M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

DR WLLIAMS: | cannot see. Sonething
i's blocking the presentation.

M5. MOORE: There's a gray box, Joe.

DR WLLIAMS: A gray box.

MR MANCINI:  Hum

M5. MOORE: | don't know if you can see
it on any --

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: It's gone.

M5. MOORE: Use your aerial.

MR MANCINI: Let nme try this. D d that
wor k?

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: It's clear now.

M5. MOORE: W still see your aerial
vi ew, your Google Maps aeri al .

MR MANCINI: Al right. Let nme try
again. You think I would have figured this out by
now. How about that?

M5. MOORE: There we go.

M5. MLLER There you go.
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M5. MOORE: Thank you.

Testinmony shoul d be provided as to what
i npacts the accessory structure will have on existing
lighting | evels and | andscapi ng.

MR MANCINI: We visited the site and
viewed the | ocation of the proposed shed. And in ny
opi nion, it would have no inpact on the existing
| andscapi ng and |ighting especially given the
tenporary nature of it. But the shed is going to be
entirely within the existing paved area, so there are
sone shrubs around the periphery between the two
buil dings that will remain and there's no inpact to
the lighting. And | don't see any inpact to the safe
l'ighting of the remai nder of the spaces.

M5. MOORE: Ckay.

Testi nony shoul d be provided as to
whet her any directional signage will be provided and
how pedestrians will make their way fromthe main
buil ding to the accessory structure.

MR MANCINI: Sure. Carrie, do you want
to touch on that?

MS. KI TCHEN- SANTI AGO.  Sure. W put up
i ke portabl e sandwi ch boards for services so people
know what's offered that day. And we woul d have

vol unteers and staff kind of show guests that cone
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for a neal that there are services there.

M5. MOORE: CGot it. Al right. Thank
you.

The title on the site plan indicates Lots
9, 10, 12, whereas the application and the avail abl e
tax maps indicate Lot 1. The plans and the
application should be consistent.

MR MANCINI: Yes, we will revise the
plan to be consistent.

M5. MOORE: The Tax Assessor provi ded
comments in his correspondence dated January 5, 2022
whi ch states his concerns regardi ng the consolidation
of the lots not noted on the plan and the | ot size
and di nensions of Lots 1 and 41. These issues nust
be resol ved?

MR MANCINI: Yes, we can resolve those
on the revised pl ans.

M5. MOORE: The plan should note that the
applicant will conply with the Gty's "Odi nance
Est abl i shi ng Standards for the Subm ssion of Maps and
O her Docunents in a Digital Format." |[If you can add
that note on the plan?

MR MANCINI: Yes, we wll.

M5. MOORE: The signature bl ock on the

pl ans should be revised to indicate the signature for
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the Zoning O ficer/Adm nistrative Oficer.

MR MANCINI: Yes, we'll provide that.

M5. MOORE: The applicant and owner are
rem nded that site safety is their responsibility.
The plan should note that "The owner, or his
representative, is to designate an individual
responsi ble for construction site safety during the
course of site inprovenents pursuant to N J.A C
5:23-2.21 (e) of the N.J. Uniform Construction Code
and CFR 1926.32 (f), the (OSHA Conpetent Person)".
You'll add that note to the plan?

MR, MANCI NI : I will.

M5, MOORE: Ckay.

And | have the Summary of Vari ances and
Wai vers as the expansion of -- the first one cones
of f because that's not the expansion of a
nonconform ng use. W have the accessory structure
set back, side yard. That one al so gets elim nated.
So we only have the area of accessory structure,
hei ght of accessory structure and nunber of parking
spaces.

MR MANCINI: | agree.

M5. MOORE: And you' re aware of the
approval process as |listed on pages 5 and 67

MR, MANCI NI : Yes, we are.
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M5. MOORE: And | have outside agency
approval, | only have noted the Canden County
Pl anni ng Boar d.

MR MANCI NI :  Acknow edged.

M5. MOORE: M. Chairman, that concl udes
our review. |I'msure we'll have testinony regarding
t hose vari ances request ed.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Anyone on the Board
have any comments or have any questions for the
applicant? Hearing none, it's open up to the public.
| s there anyone in the public having sonething to say
about Cathedral Kitchen's application for outside
bui | di ng?

MR BURNS: M. Chairman, before we do
that, can we just get a quick testinony from M.
Mancini's to support the variances then we can open
to the public?

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: No problem Go ahead,
M. Mancini .

MR MANCINI: Don't worry, M. Chairnan,
"1l be brief. As we outlined, the three vari ances
that we're requesting tonight, we're requesting
vari ances to exceed the maxi nrum area and maxi mum
hei ght for the proposed shed and m ni mal devi ati ons

there. And then the parking variance because we're
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elimnating five of the existing parking spaces. The
devi ati ons requested are all under the C2 Criteria of
t he Muni ci pal Land Use Law where the purposes of
zoni ng are advanced and the benefits derived by the
devi ati on woul d substantially outwei gh any detrinent.
| already spoke to the fact that the
par ki ng requi renent under your Zoning Ordinance is
based on the size of the building plus a cal cul ation
of the nunber of enployees which really isn't
applicable to this use since so nuch of the building
is reserved for the neal guests. So | think we
t al ked about parki ng enough.
Li kewi se, the shed is located within the
center of the Cathedral Kitchen property and the
hei ght and the overall size are necessary to serve
t he needs as you heard Carrie describe. So we tal ked
about the obvious practical benefits of the requested
relief for the shed. But we're also pronoting a
coupl e of purposes of the Minicipal Land Use Law,
i ncl udi ng Purpose " A of the statute which speaks to
pronoti ng public health, safety and general welfare
whi ch, | believe, adding the shed will allow
Cat hedral Kitchen to continue to do that. And
Purpose ' M speaks about the nore efficient use of

| and which | believe this is.
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And then focusing on the Negative
Criteria, we have to denonstrate that there's no
substantial detrinent to the public good and the
requested relief will not substantially inpair the
i ntend and purpose of your Zone Pl an and O di nance.
As we described, we're satisfied that our parking
spaces are adequate to continue to serve our needs.
The property is not imedi ately adjacent to any
residential uses, so | don't see any potential inpact
to the public regardi ng taking away parking spaces
for residents.

Li kewi se, | don't see any inpacts on the
shed itself. It's |located between two buil di ngs and
generally hidden fromview and it's within a fenced
area. And finally, the circunstances surroundi ng the
need for the shed and the particul ar parki ng demands
of Cathedral Kitchen aren't unique and, therefore, |
don't see any inpairnents to the intent and purpose
of your Zone Plan or Ordinance. So for those
reasons, we feel that the three variances we're
requesting toni ght could be granted.

M5. MOORE: | also wanted to note once
agai n, Per Section 870-230.J, the required nunber of
par ki ng spaces nay be reduced at the discretion of

the Planning Board. So if the Pl anni ng Board says
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that they are fine with the 23 proposed parking
spaces, then they would get their variance based upon
t he 23 being adequate. So | just wanted to note that
if that's what the Pl anni ng Board says, we can have
that noted on record.

MR MANCI NI : Thanks for nmaking that on
the record. | appreciate it.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | need a notion to
that affect. M. Wl ker?

DR WLLIAMS: There's no need for a
motion, sir. Just when it's tine to nake a notion to
agree wwth the coomments fromthe engi neer.

M5. MOORE: Right.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:. Soneone say hello. W
need a notion, gentl enen.

MR BURNS: Did we open it to the public
yet ?

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Yes, we did. Doctor
WIlliams, is there anyone there that has any response

to this Cathedral Kitchen?

DR WLLIAVS: |I'mlooking. | see one
hand up. | think it's M. Ogelsby. | don't know if
he pulled it down because it's still up.

M. Qgel sby, are you still there? |

woul d say no, M. Chair.
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CHAI RMAN DEJESUS: All right. So nove
on. So | need a notion for Cathedral Kitchen's

request and also to | ower the nunber to 23 parking

spaces.

M5. CREAN. |'Ill make that notion.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | need a second.

Dl RECTOR WALKER:  Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: M. Wal ker has nade a
second. Angela, roll call, please.

MS. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Absol utely. Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council wonan Reyes-Morton

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Director Walker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M5. MLLER Erin Crean.

MS. CREAN.  Yes.

MS5. MLLER  Steven Lee.

MR LEE: Yes.

M5. MLLER lan Leonard.

MR, LEONARD. Yes.

M5. MLLER Modtion carried to approve.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Wth all that said,

we are down to the final O dinance in reference to
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the Establish and Control of Recreational Cannabis
licenses in the Gty of Canden.

MR, BURNS: M. Chairman, before we
start, | just want to give the Board an i dea of what
we're really doing tonight; why it's before the Board
before we hear fromDr. WIllians. | just want to
make sure the Pl anning Board and those that may be
i steni ng, understand exactly what our role of the
Pl anni ng Board is tonight.

We are addressing a referral fromGty
Counci | of the proposed Cannabi s Ordi nance as
required under statute to sinply determne and this
is our role. We are charged tonight with sinply
determning if the proposed ordi nance i s consi stent
with the City Master Plan after hearing the
presentation fromDr. WIllians. You can nake -- the
Board can nake any recommendati ons concerni ng any
I nconsi stencies that you may find or other matters
you deem appropriate. But that's the extent of your
review tonight. So | think that's inportant that you
under st and t hat .

| also think it's inportant that you
understand that you're not obligated tonight to hold
what amounts to a public hearing. And you' re also

not required to open the matter to the public if you




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

80

choose not to do that. 1In fact, the refusal by the
Board or the option of the Board not to allow public
partici pati on, does not deprive anyone of the
opportunity to speak to the concerns or any support
t hey may have or any comments they may have as it
relates to the O dinance.

Because when the matter gets returned
back to the governing body after referral back or
recommendati on back to the Planning Board, all the
menbers of the public get to speak and participate at
that hearing. That's the public hearing. That's the
second readi ng of the O dinance where the public gets
to participate and make comments on the O di nance.

Now t hat being said, | note that there's
not a |l ot of people that are part of the public
tonight. So if the Board chooses to open the hearing
for public participation, |I wuld recommend that you
just have them address those comments that are made
by Dr. WIllianms as to any inconsistency. W don't
have to hear testinony as to who supports it, who
doesn't support it. That's not our purview Ckay.
Just know t hat.

And you're also free to limt comments as
far as tine. But with the 16 or so of us that are

part of the Board, that only | eaves about, | don't
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know, 15 maybe | ess people of the public that nay
want to coment. So it's up to the Board how you
want to proceed. But | wanted you to be aware of
what you're doing tonight and how this normally
proceeds under statute. Ckay. Any questions?

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Not on ny part.
Anyone on the Board have any questions for
M. Burns? Doctor WIIlianms, you re on

DR WLLIAMS: Thank you, M. Chair,
Madam Vi ce- Chair and Menbers of the Board, forgive
me. |I'mtrying to get ny canera on and ny nouse is
stuck and it goes in and goes out. I'magoing to stop
trying for this nonent and I'Il try to get back on
very soon

But as counsel has al ready i ndi cated,
this Board's responsibility is toreviewa Gty
Council referral given to it by Council at the
previous Council nmeeting. This Board should recall
during July of this year, this Board recomended t hat
we opt-out of the Cannabis Ordi nance, an ordi nance
t hat was approved by state | egislation on February
22, 2021 by Governor Murphy that permtted the
exi stence of various classes of licenses for the
pur pose of cultivating, nmanufacturing, retail sales

of cannabis for recreational adult use.
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This Board had recomrended in July 8,
2021 of last year, to provide a recomendation
to City Council to formally opt-out. The purpose of
this Board maki ng the recommendati on and City Council
approvi ng the opt-out provision was to, one, give the
City nore tine to shape a policy framework governing
cannabi s establishnments in the Gty on size, type and
| ocation. And nore inportantly, to put together a
citizens-inspired conmittee called a Chairnman
Cannabis Commttee, an ad hoc commttee forned by
Counci | |ead by Chairperson, N chelle Pace and
Co- Chair Sheilah Green and others to the departnents
and Gty residents fromthe four wards, to put
t oget her a recomendati on docunent to Gty Council in
which, in fact, they did the sane on Septenber 7,
2021 but which I was in attendance during a nunber of
the neetings as well as the actual presentation
given, | believe by Ms. N chelle Pace and ot hers.

And I'Il have to say to the Board in
review ng the presentation and listening to the
vari ous speakers, it's one of the best presentations
on the policy issue that | have been able to be
involved with in sone tine. Be that as it nmay, the
ad hoc commttee made a presentation to Council based

on its recommendations. W shaped it with the help
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of the City Attorney, nyself, the Departnent of Code
Enforcenent and other Cty officials to shape an
Ordi nance that would best fit the recomendati ons

t hat was provided by the ad hoc commttee over the

| ast coupl e of nonths.

| did attend the prior Council neeting
that referred this Council referral to this Pl anni ng
Board for review [|'ve had the opportunity to review
t he sane. You should have, as part of your packet, a
detail ed neno, summary neno fromCty Attorney
M chel | e Banks- Spearman dated January 11 of which, |
bel i eve, you all have a copy of the summary neno as
well as a copy of the corrected Ordi nance that was
provided to Council this past week.

My review of the actual O dinance
entail ed whether or not the Ordinance on its surface
and substance is consistent wth the Master Pl an and
conpatible with the CGty's Zoning Odinance. 1In this
revi ew we consi der the placenent of the cannabis
establishnments in the various zoning districts
t hroughout the Gty.

Keep in mnd, as a footnote, that by the
State Land Use Law, nethadone clinics on itself, are
permtted uses in every zoning district that's

commer ci al . So we cannot discrimnate or
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differenti ate between cannabis establishnents as
retail uses, manufacturing uses or any other simlar
retail manufacturing or industrial use. So you nust
treat the cannabis establishnents the sane way we
treat simlar uses that are ongoing and are permtted
uses throughout the Cty.

I n going through the various zoni ng
districts, the Ordinance on its face outlines those
vari ous zoning sections of the Cty that allow for
retail uses, for manufacturing uses, for cultivation
uses as well as the flexibility to authorize delivery
uses. The actual legislation provides that there are
no prohibitions to delivery services throughout the
Gty.

There's a process for applications.
There's a process for user tax and fees, as well as
an internal review process that considers how
applications are received and reviewed. |If you' ve
goi ng through the actual O di nance, the business
adm nistrator is the person that receives all the
applications. | and others will serve as part of a
conmttee as needed to review these applications;
determ ne conpliance with the Code.

The focus of this Board review and

consi deration tonight is, one, whether or not the
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Ordi nance, as we have in front of us, is consistent
with the Master Plan. And | say enphatically yes.
Because it's designed as two things. One, as a |land
use tool. Nunmber 2, as an econom ¢ devel opnent tool.
What is it a land use tool? Because the O di nance as
we have it before us, presents various zones

t hroughout the Gty that allows for permtted uses of
cannabi s establishnment be they retail or

manuf acturing or cultivation. It allows for the
flexibility for those types of uses. And | believe
that as a Zoning Ordi nance tool, these Ordi nances are
set forth for us to be able to carry out as part of

t he Master Pl an.

It's inportant for the Board to note that
the Ordinance as we see it, is not only consistent
wth the Master Plan in terns of econom ¢ devel opnent
and di verse and conpatible land uses in the Cty, but
al so as an econonm c devel opnment tool and engi ne for
attracting and naintaining jobs in the Cty, as well
as to further expand opportunities for work-force
trai ning and devel opnent.

So with that being said, sir, it's ny
recommendation as the planning staff of the Board, as
we see this Ordinance, that it provides a very basic

policy framework for allow ng cannabi s establishnents
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t hroughout the GCty. But let ne just add a footnote
to sone of the comments that |1've heard at the Gty
Council nmeeting that nmay capture at |east sone of the
comments that |1've heard that | believe are pertinent
for discussion before Council

One thing I've heard at the hearing is
the need to nake sure that there's a 'Buy Canden'
" Buy- Language' in the Odinance that although there's
social equity, it's a balancing test in the O di nance
and it spells out those things. But | think that to
go one step further, again, a recommendation is to
add the | anguage of 'Buy Canden' so that it's clear
for those who pull the Ordinance and review it and
have the applications filled out, that there is a
preference systemfor this noni ker of 'Buy Canden.'
That's very inportant.

If the Board through, again, the Master
Plan, if we're going to | ook at econom c devel opnent,
and we're going to | ook at and nmai ntai ni ng and
attracti ng nore businesses, we have to be able to
insist that we | ook at a 'Buy Canden' el enent and
assure that there's clear preferences in terns of how
we do business in the Gty and how we treat our own
resi dents and those who want to becone entrepreneurs

and expand entrepreneurship throughout the Cty
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cl ear.

That's sonething that | heard very clear.
It's sonething that is conpatible with not just the
Master Plan, but al so through the Re-Exam nati on
Reports that were authored by Reni ngton & Vernick
Engi neers over tinme. Not by nanme but in terns of the
spirit of the reports. It authorizes us to | ook at
"Canden First,' 'Buy Canden First.' So that kind of
| anguage is a safe addition to the O di nance.

There were al so other concerns relative
to the nunber of |icenses, mcro-enterprise
busi nesses, and that should be noted as well. There
was sone di scussion regardi ng nmaki ng sure that we
decrimnize marijuana as possession. | think that
there were sone comments regardi ng that naking sure
that there's free entrepreneurship in the Cty to
allowit to flourish. But | just want to caution to
the Board that his O dinance as we see it, can be
expanded in the future.

But | think what we have before you
tonight is a very good basic franework, a very good
starting point for expansion in the future. Qur job
tonight is to determ ne whether or not the O dinance
t hat we have before us, whether or not it's

consistent with the Master Plan. The answer is, yes.
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Is it conpatible with the Zoning Ordi nance Pl an of
the CGity? And in ny opinion, the answer is yes.

And | woul d advise the Board to add in particular the
"Buy Canden' elenent to make sure that's part of the
| anguage of the Ordinance. | don't think it's going
to be a harnful addition to ask that addition to be
made there, along with sone of the other issues that
are going to be ongoi ng.

Sone of the other comments that | heard
as well, was getting preferences to the residents
t hat have been here for a certain period of tine.

But | will leave that to Council to decide that
because that's not within the bailiw ck of our Board.
| believe it's consistent wwth the Master Plan. W
have the Cty Attorney, M chelle Banks-Spear man who
is here. And if there's a need for any comments from
the Board, we're here to try to answer all the

questi ons.

But keep in mnd and I'lIl close with
this. This is not sonething that we devel op. CQur
job is to review what was referred to us by the
governi ng body. Wth that, M. Chair, | turn it over
back to you.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | would Iike to hear

fromMs. Spearman, if it's possible, any coments
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that she may have as the Gty Attorney. Hello.

MS. BANKS- SPEARVAN:  Good eveni ng
everyone.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Good eveni ng.

MS. BANKS- SPEARMAN. W th respect to this
Ordinance, the City as Dr. WIllians has represented,
we believe that the Ordi nance represents a neasured
approach to all owi ng and encour agi ng cannabi s
busi nesses in the Gty of Canden. W anticipate that
as we go along, the Ordi nance may change, but we
want ed the opportunity to see how things go and to
make sure that the address any -- nmake sure that
there's no negative affect on a citizen's quality of
life. And we believe that this O di nance
acconpl i shes that.

Wth respect to one of the coments that
Dr. WIllians nmade with respect to the anmount of tine
residents would have to live in the Gty to qualify
for a preference, that is actually part of the
cannabis statute. It's part of the definition of, |
beli eve, an inpact zone. It talks about, there is a
m ni mum residency requirenent in order to qualify for
one of those categories. | don't know which one of
those. Either the m crobusi ness or the inpact zone

busi ness. There is a tine requirenent, a residency
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requirenent that's already incorporated there.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Do you know what t hat

is by hand?

M5. BANKS- SPEARMEN: | do not offhand
r emenber .

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you.

M5. CREAN. | believe it mght be two
years.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Who i s speaking? Oh,
Erin. GCkay. Two years. Ckay.

s there anyone fromthe Board that wants
to make a response to Dr. WIllians' presentation?

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes, | have a
question. Thank you for the two years.

And ny question is, the sanme question |
posed earlier with regard to the Master Plan. How
are we assuring or what is the next process in
assuring that, you know, that this is funnel ed down
t hrough to the Nei ghbor Plan so that the communities,
the various different comunities that exist in
Canden City and those residents that live within
those communities, can continue discussions and not
just discussions but planning as it relates to, you
know, the future of this particular matter in front

of us.
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DR WLLIAMS: Through the Chair
Counci | wman has a very good question that's being
posed. And ny response is, we need to allow these
communities to have their own respective borders and
t heir own uni queness through their own nei ghbor hood
pl anni ng process to determ ne what they want and
bring those concerns to the Pl anni ng Board.

This may appeal to nmany and it's okay but
it may not appeal to sone people in certain
nei ghborhoods. And allow that to filter up fromthe
grass roots up in terns of what kind of policies from
an econom c devel opnent standpoint that they want for
their communities. W don't want to inpose it on
anyone. W would want it to filter through a very
heal t hy and very bal anced comuni ty engagenent piece
fromthose nei ghborhoods. If they want it strong
enough, let that filter through their own
Nei ghbor hood Pl ans, their own Redevel opnent Pl ans.
And that way, it's a real grass roots plan and not a
gover nnent -i nposed pl an.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  That's an
awesone response. Thank you.

What is the Planning Board's
responsibility in educati on and awareness of the

Ordinance to the greater public so that they can
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becone first aware and educated so that they can
continue to | ead those di scussions?

MR BURNS: Pl anning Board's
responsibility, we have no -- as you know, we have no
real enforcenment power. W have no real ability to
address itens that are really best |left to Mayor and
Counci |l and the various conmunity organi zations t hat
are going to kind of really live this O dinance once
it's put in place. | wouldn't say it's necessarily a
l'iving docunent but it's -- this Odinance is subject
t o anendnent.

So as we nove forward with the Gty and
as the inpacts of this Ordinance are felt, as Dr.

Wl lians said, even probably best through the
grass-roots-type of experiences, they' re going to go
to people such as yourself who represent certain
districts and say, you know what, this isn't working
here but it's working over there. W |ike what's
going on in certain districts to be thought of here.
Because fortunately for us, we're |lucky enough to
have you as a nenber of this Board.

You will also be participating in a | ot
of those discussions as these anendnents cone
forward. W'Ill see it as a Planning Board as

anmendnents are offered to this. Because you' re going
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to go through the same process. And when | say, you,
t he Board, that we're doing now Because before
there's any change in an Ordinance, first part is the
first reading which Mayor and Council reads into the
record. They don't have to take public coment on
that but they did.

And then it cones to us in the referral
and then we can nake any findings as to consi stency
wth the Master Plan. And then once, again, it gets
referred to Council for that second reading. So
that's how the process will go as we nove forward as
this Ordi nance may get anended in the future. Look
the reality is, you're going to have to see what the
i npacts are. | hope it's all positive.

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Thank you,
M. Burns. | appreciate your response too. And |
know t hat, you know, |I'mjust one Council person
t hough. Right? W have several different
Counci | peopl e. And where we would | ove to be
grass-roots oriented all day every day. That's just
not the nature of our work, you know, what we're on
Council to do. So for ne it's really inportant to
make sure that our infrastructure in our systens are
equi pped with assuring the representation of our

peopl e.
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And nost in particular is because, you
know, I'"mreading this Ordinance in Ward 4 which is a
lot in this Odinance. So, for exanple, a Cooper
Grant nei ghborhood that is situated in between a
university district and a residential zone adjacent
to that. The fact that, you know, there's
an all owance for whatever |license criteria for that,
you know, space. And so we al so have in the sane
Ordinance as | understood it, is that even with that,
right, because it's the zone in that particular
nei ghborhood, the sane criteria would not apply in
anot her nei ghbor hood where a university or a school,
a place of worship would be identified.

So that's why for nme it's very inportant
for the communities that this is going to be
I npacting or not to, you know, have involvenent in
t he conversations. And so, you know, there is a | ot
of awareness in educating of the actual O dinance to
our community that is needed, especially for those
smal | entrepreneurs.

So | guess ny real question is, what are
t he next steps or what is the process in, you know,
being able to initiate that? And | woul d assune,
right, like the Planning Board had sone town hal

requi renent that they're suppose to do for the Master
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Pl an and the Nei ghborhood Plan are not or... You
know, just the whole planning phase. Wat does that
process |l ook like with conmunity engagenent ?

DR WLLIAVS: | would to make a comment
t hrough the Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

DR WLLIAMS: One of the questions that
| heard very clearly at the Council neeting and I
won't mention the name, but in general what | heard
said was, we need to understand what this whole
cannabis Ordinance will look |like in the future and
how economcally it's going to benefit the Cty of
Canden. In other words, what are we trying to get
fromthis is what | heard one of the participants
say. And that's a policy issue that has to be
addressed wi th Council noving forward.

We're here as a Board that whenever they
give us sonething to | ook at, that we pick the sane
exam nation to nmake sure that it's consistent with
the Master Plan and the Zone Plan. If it's not,
docunent what those inconsistencies are and nove
t hose back to Council.

But as a Board in your role,
Counci | person, it's always been focused around

conmuni ty engagenent, community processes, and how
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all these fit together as a system But as a policy,
we can only | ook at what we get from Council. But, |
believe, and I won't speak for all the Board nenbers
as |'monly a staff, there is a conmtnent to assure
soci oeconom c equity to the extent that we can as a
Board. But our powers don't go that far
unfortunately.

MR BURNS: W can't do outreach. That's
not under our purviewto be able to do. W can only
do what statutorily we're permtted to do which, in
this case, as you indicated, Dr. Wllians, is really
review ng this and having a finding based on the
testi nony and based on how this O di nhance, as you
i ndi cated, could be a benefit to the community; how
it is, in fact, consistent wwth the Master Pl an.
That's our role.

So that when we neke that finding and
refer it back to Council with that reconmmendati on,
they don't -- but we've reviewed it, we nade the
finding as consistency with the Master Plan. And
then they can take that next step which is to really
have the public hearing; do what's required to
address issues that are raised and nove forward with
t he passage. So our role is not really an outreach

role. Qur role is really just to nake sure that the
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Ordi nances and the statutes of the Cty of Canden are
bei ng properly preserved and enforced.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: And as Chai rman, ny
intention is to make sure that we don't get involved
intrying to play lawers or play Gty Council or
play anything that we're not. W're here to
eval uate, give our opinions to the Cty Counci
because that's where the body is and the real
deci si on-maki ng process is nade. So that's where it
goes to you, Ms. Morton. And one of the major
probl ens that we have is those decisions sonetines
are in your hands which we have no way of changi ng or
nodi fyi ng, regardl ess of what we recomend or not
recommend. Because the bottomline is still you.

My recomendation to you as the Cty
Council, everything that you're stating to us is what
you shoul d be pushi ng enphasis on your body to nake
sure that they conply to the things that you're
seeking so that you do get the results that you're
seeking with this specific type of business.

From ne as a person and an i ndi vi dual
person here, the security issues that come with this
type of product and what it will translate to other
behavi or patterns that nmay create other issues. But

that's ny opinion, not the Board' s opinion. For ne
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it since it is neeting the requirenents of the City
Master Plan and al so the business plan, there's
nothing I can say at this point.

So there if there's anyone else on this
Board that has another opinion to add to this, you
may do so. If not, then I'mgoing to request that we
go on to closing the neeting and proceed. There wll
be no open public neeting to this subject because
that's where Gty Council is at. That's where the
t hi ngs should go to because there's where the rules
and regul ati ons are being processed and approved. W
don't nmeke approvals. W don't make any deci sions
t hat inpact the public unless we are naking a
recommendation through Gty Council. AmIl correct,
M. Burns?

MR BURNS: |I'msorry, M. Chairman. |
was on mute. As | indicated, the discretion to open
it to the public is certainly with this Board and
what they want to do as far as public comment. And
it wuld only be -- because it's not a standard
hearing, you don't have the obligation to open it up
to the public. Your job is sinply to reviewit for
consi stency with the Master Pl an.

And the reason -- you don't have to open

it to the public if you choose not to, is because
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public comment in favor or against or coments
specific to what the public may want the governing
body to do, is directed to the governing body.
That's where they're going to have the hearing.

There will be a full hearing before the governing
body where the public will be sworn; where testinony
w |l be obtained; comments will be provided,;

questions can be asked. That's not our role here
because we're not getting into that part of the
Ordinance. So it's up to the Board how you want to
proceed. If you want to open it to public comment or
not, it's discretionary.

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Is that a
vote? 1Is that going to go through a vote? And how
often is this done where you close the public
portion?

MR BURNS: | --

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: M question is --

MR BURNS: -- think -- it's up to the
Board to deci de how you want to proceed. And | woul d
ask -- the Board woul d nmake --

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: All right. Let's
go --

MR. BURNS: -- that determ nation.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: -- so that we can nove
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on with this thing and cl ose the night out. M.
Wal ker, do you prefer that we open up to the public,
yes or not?

DI RECTOR WALKER:  No.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Erin, are you in
favor of opening it up to the public, yes or no?

M5. CREAN. | aminclined to open it up
to the public.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Felisha, are you in
favor of opening it up to the public?

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON: | woul d never
limt freedom of speech. So --

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Is it yes or no?

COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  The public
needs to partici pate.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: M. Lee.

MR LEE: Yes. In favor of opening it up
to the public.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: So since we have three
versus two, the neeting is now open to the public.
And remenber the public, I'mgoing to informyou that
we have no power to make decisions. Al we can do is
recommend what you're stating to City Council for the
pur pose of having them know what we | earned from you.

MR BURNS: Wll, it's not even that, M.
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Chai rman. The public can comment. It's up to the
Board to neke any recommendati ons as to any
i nconsi stenci es that you nay determ ne.

CHAI RMAN DEJESUS: Correct.

MR BURNS: |If the public comment is, you
know, | love this Odinance, we should do it, that

can be it. That's fine. That's the coment. But

it's not subject to questions. It's just comment.
| f Board chooses to do -- and the Board has chosen to
do that. So that's how we will proceed.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Ckay. Wo woul d be
the first Dr. WIlianms since you re handling that
part ?

DR WLLIAMS: Yes. | have M. Troy
gl esby, Mdtorola 15, unnute yourself, please, if |
got it right. M. gl esby? Oay. W'Ill nove to the
next one, Dwai ne, can you unnute yourself, please?

MR DWAINE WLLIAMS: Can you hear ne?

MR BURNS: Yes.

DR WLLIAMS: Yes, sir.

MR DWAINE WLLIAMS: How are you doi ng?

MR BURNS: |I'mgoing to swear you in,
Dwai ne, okay?

MR DWAINE WLLIAMS: No problem
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DWAI NE W LLI AMS, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR BURNS: And your full nane and
address for the record, please.

MR DWAI NE WLLIAMS: Dwaine WIIians,
2938 Berkeley Street, Canden, New Jersey.

MR BURNS: Ckay, sir. Thank you.

MR, DWAI NE W LLIAMS: Just for the
record, just a little disclosure. | am enployed by
the Canden City Redevel opnent Agency and partially
wth the Cty of Canden. So | am not speaking on
behal f of any of those agencies. |[|'m speaking for
nyself and as a resident.

MR, BURNS: Yes, sir, that's fine.

MR DWAINE W LLIAMS: Just for
i nformati on purposes, | was one of the cannabis
commttee nenbers. So the way | read the cannabis
| egislation, is that the Planning Board is the place
where the public neeting is suppose to take place in
determ ning what | and use would be. So the neeting
that was held on the first reading of Gty Council
t he other day, that was the first neeting. That was

not actually the official comments, the public
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comrents relative to the cannabis O di nance.

So | was just curious and you can help M
out with the process here because that's the way |'ve
been, you know, essentially explaining it to persons
and you can clarify whether or not if, in fact, for
any of these businesses to operate in the Gty of
Canden, would they not, even though they are
targeting to be in one of the use areas, would they
have to cone before the Pl anni ng Board?

BURNS: That's a separate --

WLLI AMS:  Through --

BURNS: Go ahead, Ed.

WLLIAMS:  Through the Chair, the

T 233

answer is no. The only tine they'll cone before the
Board if they're proposi ng new construction or
additions to existing properties. But they wouldn't
need to cone before our Board at all. And that's the
pur pose of the Ordinance is to allow the uses to be
there. Unless you have a devel oper who wants to cone
in and build a building for a plan --

THE REPORTER: Background noise. |
cannot hear. Please repeat, Dr. WIIians.

DR WLLIAVS: Let ne repeat nyself
again. |f a person wanted to conme before the Board,

they only cone if there's a need for a new
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construction of a project or an addition to an

exi sting structure. So on those cases, they need to
cone before the Board for site plan approval,
prelimnary and final. O if they' re |ooking at
devel opnent that woul d propose new streets, it would
be maj or subdivision. But the code is devel oped to
allow permtted uses to avoid going before the Board
unless it's required. Unless they're doing

devel opnent that requires themto go before either

t he Pl anni ng Board or the Zoni ng Board.

MR DWAINE WLLIAMS: Ckay. So the next
questi on, how does one get its questions and
concerns through the Planning Board and into this
process?

MR BURNS: What you do, sir, is, the
public hearing for you to comment on this O di nance
is the next Council neeting where they're adopting
the Ordinance. That's the public hearing. That's
what | indicated earlier.

MR. DWAINE WLLIAMS: No, no. | hear
you. But the question is, is that, if the Council
did and I'm a nmaking public statenment. And in ny
public statenments, let's say they are legit and they
warrant some nodifications to the Ordinance before

t he Council adopts the Ordi nance, does that then,
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that could ultimately nodify a decision that was nade
by the Pl anning Board, does that go back to the
Pl anni ng Board sonehow or what ?

MR BURNS: No. In fact, what could
happen is, when you go for the second readi ng, when
this Ordi nance goes for the second reading, if this
Board were to nake a finding of sone inconsistency
and recommend it to the Board that the -- to our
Mayor and Council, that they address the
I nconsi stency, the Board does not have to take those
recommendati ons under consideration or they can. And
t hey can anend the O di nance accordingly.

Soit's really the power of the governing
body to determ ne what, if any, recomendations as to
any inconsistencies with the Master Plan that this
Board may send them how they'||l be addressed. They
coul d take them under consideration or they could
ignore themor reject them But that's the decision
of the Board at that next hearing, Mayor-Council.

MR, DWAI NE W LLIAMS: Just the next
question and then I'lIl shut up. Can you just, if you
can, | don't know who | ooked at the actual cannabis
| egi slation and details. But if you can, take a | ook
at that in which the state is required -- ny

under st andi ng always is that the official public
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nmeeti ng around cannabi s was the Pl anni ng Board and
t he Pl anni ng Board then subsequently nakes those
recomendations to the Council and then the Council
makes t he decision there.

MR BURNS: 1'll read you the statute to
make it very clear. GCkay? W're |ooking under --
"Il give you the specific citing. The real hearing
as | indicated is before Council. [It's not before
t hi s Board.

The purpose of this, it's under the
headi ng, referral powers. And it says, prior to the
adopti on of a devel opnent, regul ation, revision or
anmendnent thereto, the Planning Board shall make
and transmt to the governing body wthin 35 days
after referral or report, including identification of
any provisions of the proposed devel opnent,
regul ations or revision or anendnent, which are
i nconsi stent wwth the Master Plan and recommendati ons
concerni ng those inconsistencies and other matters
if the Board deens appropriate.

So that's what we're charged to do. So
that's what | said and | think the Board understands
that, that we heard testinony as to how this
Ordinance is consistent wwth the Master Plan. |If

this Board has any feelings or findings as to any
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i nconsi stenci es and wants to nake any recommendati ons
as to any inconsistencies, they're free to do it.
Ckay?

And then it gets referred to Council for
t he second readi ng where you have your public
heari ng; where Mayor and Council hears fromthe
public. But they also wll know of any
recommendations that this Board may send their way.
And they're free to either adopt those
reconmendati ons or ignore those recomendati ons.
They don't have to accept the recommendati ons. And
for us is tofind it to be consistent wwth the Mster
Pl an. That's our real charge.

DR WLLIAMS: M. Burns.

MR BURNS: Yes, sir.

DR WLLIAVMS: Through the Chair, to add
to that, at the second reading of Council, they're
required by statute to provide notice in the paper,
as well as notice to the various towns around the
City, with the copy of the proposed O di nance t hat
woul d be under review. So even the notification
requirenents are within the jurisdiction of Gty
Council, not this Board, correct?

MR BURNS: Correct. And that's why as

| indicated, that's the public hearing.
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VMR, DWAI NE WLLIAMS: Oay. Thank

you.

MR BURNS: Thank you, Dwai ne.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Who is next, Dr.
WIllians?

DR WLLIAVS: M. Domnic Rivera.

MR BURNS: |'mgoing to swear you in,
Dom ni c.

MR RIVERA: Sure.

MR BURNS: Raise your right hand.

DOM NI C RI VERA, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR RIVERA: First of all, I want to
thank the Board for letting us speak. It neans a | ot
to nme. |'ve been a Canden resident all ny life. [|I'm
part of Organic Farns. |'m so happy that the Mayor
and Gty Council, | want to applaud them President
Fuentes for doing a great job and the ad hoc
commttee who did an amazi ng job in breaking
everything down to us. And I'mreally excited that
it's comng into our CGty. And it's going to be

hel ping us also in the inpact zone. |'mvery excited
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and | ooking forward to working in that.

My only concern is, | feel that the
zoning, they need to do nore zoning. It doesn't have
enough | ocations to be included; hoping that the
zoning can include Craner Hill and other wards in
parts of the Gty to help us. And | appreciate your
tinme and thank you for all you have done for
listening to ne. And I'mreally excited and
hopefully I want you to get this done.

MR, BURNS: Thank you, Dom

MR RIVERA: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Doctor WIIlianms, who
IS next?

DR WLLIAMS: M. Ray Jones. Unnute
yoursel f, sir.

MR JONES: Can you guys hear ne?

MR, BURNS: Yes, sir, we can. M. Jones,
" mgoing to swear you in, okay, sir?

MR. JONES: Yes, sir.

RAY JONES, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR BURNS: Please state your full nane
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and address for the record, please. Thank you.

MR JONES: M nane is Raynond Jones.
|"'mat 116 N. 2nd Street in Canden, New Jersey.

MR BURNS: Thank you, sir.

MR JONES: First just let ne start off
by saying that |'m happy that we're even having this
conversation and thank you for letting the public
join in because there is a lot of public opinion. |
am the president of the Canden Busi ness Associ ati on.
What we do is advocate for the small businesses here
which in this particular industry, the small
busi nesses wherever they're |located at, wherever this
industry is, they have an opportunity to get nore

contracts and nake nore noney and feed their famlies

and stuff.

| guess listening to what your rules and
regulations is, it's for this commttee, | think what
| really want to do is just -- | want echo what Dr.

WIliams was sayi ng about 'Buy Canden.' 'Buy Canden’
is an Ordinance that was put in place back in April.
My organi zati on authored that to nake that a reality
and it's a real thing and we really believe in that.
So | don't know what you guys can do to help to echo
that. 'Buy Canden' is sonmething that we all need to

start paying attention to. | think it got lost in
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t he change over fromdifferent nayors but we're going
totry to resurface this so everybody knows that this
is an Ordinance.

And then the other thing |I want just
mention is, the zoning. As Dom nic was nentioning,
hopeful | y someone sonewhere can take a |l ook at this.
Because Busi ness 101 when you take a class, they talk
about supply and demand. And what's in this
Ordi nance now for cultivation, | just don't
under st and how t hat happened. Because, you know, to
have one cultivation zone in the Cty of Canden, |
nmean, wthout the supply, you can't even fulfill the
demand. So | know you guys, you know, with the
Pl anni ng Board -- it was ny understanding that the
zoni ng cones through with what you guys do. But
maybe |' m wrong.

But | will say that if you have any
recommendations to give to Gty Council, that they
really take a | ook at that and open it up. Because,
you know, | got to tell you, |'ve |ooked at the maps
and | can't even understand cause it's so hard to
read. | don't know -- do you have sonet hing nore
sinmplified that we can get our hands on? Because |
have a lot nenbers that's in ny organization is

asking ne and | can't get even theman answer. [|'I|
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close with that.

Agai n, thank you guys for allowing us to
speak. |If you have any answers or anything of what |
just said, please |let nme know.

MR BURNS: Thank you, sir.

Dr. WIllians, just a quick question. |Is
"Canden First' the sane as the 'Buy-Canden' that the
gentl eman was j ust referencing?

DR WLLIAMS: | think just to be clear,
let's add that | anguage 'Buy Canden' in the
recommendations. That way it's not confusing. |'ve
heard ' Buy Canden' during the Council neeting and |
think they even nentioned it by name purposely and |
t hi nk we shoul d honor that, again, as one of our
reconmendat i ons.

MR. BURNS: Very good.

DR WLLIAVMS: The coments from M.

Ri vera and M. Jones, one of the recommendations the
Board can make is, in the future for themto consider
other sites as we junp-start the program That can
be one of the future anendnents to the Ordi nance once
we understand how this works in town.

But al so keep in mnd as one of the key
poi nts nentioned by Council person Morton and | echo

t hose comments is, these communities that nmay have
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sone trepidation regarding cannabis it's neither here
or there. But allow those comunities to echo what
they want. And that's going to be required by
i ntense educati on prograns, outreach and conmunity
engagenent. And if they want it, they know how to
speak up as a group, conme to necessary Boards to nake
their issues known. But | think that this franework
t hat has been given to us by Council, is a great
framework for starting the process. And if the
demand is there, the Ordinance is open for anendnents
in the future.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: W0 is next Dr.
WIIlianms?

DR WLLIAVMS: The next person is, | have
BM [|'massumng that's M. Bryan Morton. Unnute
yoursel f, sir.

MR MORTON:  Yes.

DR WLLIAMS: You have al ready been
sworn, M. Morton.

MR BURNS: M. Mrton, you' ve already
been sworn so I'mnot going to re-swear you in.
Ckay?

MR MORTON: Li ke so many ot hers, we had
sort of held out hope or nmaybe believed that because

of the land use |laws that the state relied upon when
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com ng up where type of buildings and di stances t hat
woul d be applicable, that the Pl anni ng Board woul d
have sort of that oversight to say, hey, seeing what
you're proposing is consistent or is it consistent
with, you know, the state guidelines as well.

And | think one of the points that the
Counci | woman nmade was in particular around sort of
t hese, you know -- they created these zones but when
creating these zones, they all owed for uses that
under the state were not permttable. And one such
exanple would be in the Gateway, they allow for C2
zoning. \Whereas, to be in another district, it would
have to be C4 whereby state guideline, it has to be
4 and up because &4 permts for bars, tobacco and
other adult uses. And C2 doesn't allow for it
because those are sort of precluded. R ght? Because
t hose were sort of safeguards in the regul ations
because cannabis is regulated by the state as an
adult use only, 21 and up.

So interns of like falling in with
Master Plan, it sort of jives on econom c sides but
then there are pieces that sort of lend itself to a
regular citizen, a potential investor that it |ends
itself to potential |awsuit because it contradicts

the state legislation. So we were hoping, why | know




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

115

it was, that the Planning Board woul d at | east be
| ooking at the | and uses the Cty is proposing and
the uses of its buildings to make sure it was
conpli ant.

The other fact, | guess, | want to put
out there is that, one of the nost inportant parts of
the Gty's Master Plan, was that revitalization of
its traditional historic business corridors was a
cornerstone of the econom c devel opnent, right, that
we could not just concentrate econom c opportunity in
a Center Gty and Waterfront area because, in fact,
t hat woul d have the reverse affect of insuring that
the community shared in the grow h.

And this Ordinance does just that. It
concentrates it in the University District. So if |
am a Cooper Grant resident, between the Cooper G ant
and Center City District where Cooper Gant is,
there's a potential for 20 dispensaries. Right?
That's this Ordinance. And that bl ocks out other
brown communities. Like if |I look at the 3rd VWard
and 4th Ward, they're prohibitively restricted and
their business corridors are restricted. So in that
sense, | find that it's out of line with the Cty
Master Pl an because it's both discrimnatory in that

it inmposes tougher restrictions on cannabis than are
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i nposed on both Met hadone and al cohol. And the state
doesn't even have those restrictions on it.

So in those senses that as an econom c
devel opnent tool, it disregards our traditional
busi ness corridors Haddon Avenue, M. Ephraim
Marl ton Pi ke, Morgan Blvd., Federal Street,
Westville, R ver Roads, State; places that have
hi stori c pharmacies. That now under this
| egislation, right, with traditional uses and
tradi tions of handling narcotics, they are now barred
under this O dinance.

So, yeah, it is not in-line with the
City's Master Plan for econom c devel opnent because
it concentrates it in the Center City area and,
t herefore, does not equitably disperse it. And, you
know, it allows for uses in buildings that the state
doesn't even allow. So it's going to open the Cty
up not just for challenge on those bases but nany
others. So we woul d have hoped because we |ove this
Board. You nake sure that everybody is sworn in.

So everything we're putting is not just
on record but testinony. Right? And you do when
i ndi vi dual s cone before your Board, nake all of your
deci sions based on a matter of |aw and not personal

opinion. | want to echo what everyone el se said,
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"Buy Canden, 'Canden First.' And to 'Buy Canden and
be ' Canden First,' you have to go out into the
tradi ti onal business corridors. So thank you for
all owi ng ne to speak.

And | hope that we woul d consi der
| anguage that goes back to Council that says, hey,
under your Master Plan, under the Econom c
Devel opnment Pl ans, under all the Nei ghborhood Pl ans,
the corridors, the business corridors, are inportant
and by virtue, dispersing the nunber of |icenses
equi tably anongst the corridors is, in fact,
consistent with the Master Plan because it wll
i nsure access to the market by bl ack and brown
i ndi viduals. So thank you again and have a good
eveni ng and happy New Year.

MR. BURNS: Thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you.

DR WLLIAMS: Thank you for your
comments, M. Mrton. Well taken.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: |Is there anyone el se,
Dr. WIlians?

DR WLLIAVMS: | have a person by the
name, TM

M5. MASON: Yes, hello. Good evening.

My nane is Tam ka Mason
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MR BURNS: Tami ka, |I'mgoing to swear
you in. Ckay?

MS. MASON:.  Yes.

MR BURNS: Raise your right hand.

TAM KA MASON, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR BURNS: State your full address for
the record.

MS. MASON: Absolutely. M address is
310 State Street, Canden, New Jersey.

So, again, ny nane is Tam ka Mason. |'m
a resident of Ward 4. | amalso an educator. | also
had the privilege to serve as secretary of the Ad Hoc
Cannabis Comm ttee, which neans that | had the
opportunity to not only serve to be part of
recommendati ons submtted to the Mayor and Council in
regards to this Cannabis Ordinance. But | also had
the privilege to go around and do thorough research
whi ch i ncluded many case studies around cities that
have al ready established cannabi s busi nesses.

And so | support the Cannabis O di nance
t hat has been proposed by the Mayor and Cty Council.
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| feel as though we have a fear for our Center Gty

Communi ty which has been so heavily inpacted by this
war on drugs. And, again, | feel as though a great

bul k of the recommendati ons that the ad hoc

conmm ttee had proposed to the nmayor and Council was

very well taken and added to tH s O di nance.

And so, | just want to echo, | want to
reiterate, again, with what Dr. WIllians had
nmentioned, that this is a start of a great piece of
framework that could be built upon. So, again, |
just want us to take into consideration that this
Ordinance is a piece of framework in regards to
| egi sl ation and not so nmuch in regards to how we are
feeling, social equity. This, again, is |legislation.
It's a franework that we can build up. So | just us
to take this in and take this as a wn. This is a
win for our comunity; for our black and brown
communities; for our legacies. This is a start.

| appreciate the Pl anni ng Board for
all owing the community to be able to speak because,
again, you are not charged with taking in the
recommendations. You are nore so charged in
conpliance. Again, does this neet |egislation? And
so | appreciate your feedback and your support as

well in the Ordinance. And, again, | appreciate you
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all owing us this opportunity to speak. Thank you.

MR BURNS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you.

Doctor WIIlianms, anyone el se?

DR WLLIAMS: Yes, sir. W have next
M. lsaias Mrris.

MR BURNS: Good evening, M. Mrris. M.
Morris, I'"'mgoing to swear you in. kay, sir?

MR MRRIS: Yes, sir.

| SAIAS MORRI'S, having first been duly
sworn/ affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR BURNS: [|If you could, just give your
address for the record, sir.

MR MRRIS: |Isaias Mirris, 1156 Princess
Avenue, Canden, New Jersey.

MR BURNS: Thank you, sir.

MR MORRIS: Hello everyone on the Board.
| want to thank everyone for your efforts so far as
what's going on in the cannabis industry. | amfrom
Canden and | have a conpany and | cane back to Canden
to pursue a business here in Canden, a cultivation

busi ness. |'ve actually been out on the Wst Coast
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for the past 15 years. |'ve actually been involved
in cannabis in a lot of places in a |lot of states.
So I've seen it evolved in a | ot of places.

| think being from Canden and havi ng t he
at nosphere in Canden with the poverty and the drugs,
| think that, you know, we're taking into
consideration and we're being real diligent on how
it's going to go down and howit's going to happen to
benefit the people of Canden, which is great.
But there is a process here that I'd |ike to state.
There is a process here that is required by the
state. And one of the processes, in fact, the nain
process is site control. And as a cultivator, |
nmean, that is like the main thing for site control

And the way they have it, I'"'mnot sure if
that's according to the Gty Plan, Master Plan, but
the way that they propose to have it in one area and
also alimtation on the cultivation sites are just
basically a road bl ock for people who actually know
what they're doing, can hit the ground running, gain
financing because it's a |lot of these people that
want to finance. They're only going to finance
unl ess we can guaranteed that we're going to get a
license. But, you know, it just seens that, you

know, as far as the placenent of where the license is




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

122

going to be, it just seens like it's just putting a
ot of limtations and a lot of barriers in our way
along with the things that we have to go through
t hrough the state.

| -- you know before -- | would just
recommend, you know, a | ot of these tines they just
go through neetings and a |l ot of people don't have
time to actually read it and go through it and
conpare it. But | would just recommend that it would
be sone tine taken to actually go through and conpare
it and actually see, you know, the different details
that mght contradict with the Gty Plan. 1It's not
to say that you haven't but | would just reconmmend
that. | nean, comng fromne, | was one of the nost
let's-get-it-done, let's-get-it-done,
neet -t he- deadl i ne, neet-the-deadli ne.

But |'ve changed ny position since

because | see -- | know the industry, | see where's
it going, | know the challenges that they have and I
am from Canden. | amthe people and | know that a

| ot of the challenges are going to be presented by
the Gty of Canden and we don't want that. | don't
t hi nk you guys, you know, the City wants that either.
They want, you know, possibly nmake sone noney, bring

revenue, bring jobs to the City. And another thing




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

123

to consider with that is, it's nore likely to happen
and to develop with cultivation sites versus the
di spensary sites.

And al so, access. The last thing is
access. Right? So having all of the dispensaries in
all different zones in areas that are not in actual
areas where peopl e already have had access to the
| egacy market, | think is a mstake and | think it
needs to be reconsidered. You know, taking a | ook at
it when you nake recommendation to the Gty Counci
that it's a thorough recommendation and it's for the
betternment for the residents of the City of Canden
and the entrepreneurs here.

MR, BURNS: Thank you, sir.

DR WLLIAMS: W have a person by the
nane of LoudHouse. If you could unnute yourself so
you coul d speak, sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeah, hell o.

MR BURNS: Yes, sir. I'mgoing to --
pl ease state your nane for the record.

MR STREETER: Hello. M nane is Aaron
Streeter, 1717 Kossuth Street, Canden, New Jersey.

Li fel ong resident.

MR BURNS: Aaron, |I'mgoing to swear you

in. Okay?
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AARON STREETER, having first been duly
sworn/affirmed, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

MR. BURNS: Go ahead, Aaron.

VMR, STREETER: Ckay. First of all, |
want to congratulate the Council for voting the
public in. It should have been unaninous to letting
the public listen.

| keep hearing you guys tal king about the
Master Plan. Right? So | guess the Master Plan, was
it that, Admral WIson-Pathmart Area; what el se,
Waterfront and Center Cty? But that doesn't | eave
roomfor us mcrobusinesses. |I'mjust trying to
figure out like, where are all the businesses that's
on Admral WIlson? Were's all the businesses at
Pathmart? |[It's not too many over there. You know,
|"d just like -- just to let you guys take a | ook at
that and just consider the residents in Canden and
t he m crobusi ness guys. Thanks for letting ne speak
and that's it.

MR BURNS: Thank you, sir.

DR WLLIAVS: That's it, M. Chair

CHAI RVAN JESUS: Yes, Doctor WIIiams.
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DR WLLIAVMS: |If I may in closing,
bel i eve that we have gotten sone great input
tonight froma lot of the residents and those that
seek to benefit fromthe proposed Ordinance. And in
wor ki ng with Board Council, is to insure that some of
the comments are nentioned in the recommendati ons for
Council to consider. And we are hearing as a Board,
the need to | ook at expandi ng | ocati ons, expanding
i cense opportunities. But, again, these are future
additions to the Ordinance that we don't have that in
front of us.

What we have in front of us as we've
heard nentioned by Ms. Mason and | echo the sane,
we have a basic framework that is very good. And
it's sonething that we can build upon. It's
i mportant that, as a Board, that we | ook at the
recommendati ons of the consistency. W' ve done that.
How it's tinme for the Zoning Ordi nance as a begi nni ng
framework and it does that. There is nmuch roomfor
expansi on here. And the community is going to tell
us in future anmendnents what to do, and we | ook
forward to that. W really do.

And as the Zoning Oficer responsible for
enforcing the Code, this Planning Board is al ways

avai l able to | ook at anendnents as referred to us by
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City Council. So this is going to be an evol ving
Ordi nance as we | ook at how it unfolds and how it
folds out. | believe that there's going to be a push
fromthe community for anmendnents. And as a Board,
we | ook forward to that when it gets to us.

MR BURNS: M. Chairman, | can try to
craft a notion. | don't know what recommendati ons
you're going to have. So | can |leave that off. But
if the Board were so inclined, | would need a notion
finding that consistent pursuant to the testinony of
Dr. WIllians, that the proposed Ordi nance to
establish and control recreational cannabis |icenses
inthe Gty of Canden is consistent wwth the Master
Plan with the recommendati on of 'Buy Canden' | anguage
is what | heard as one of the recommendati ons and |
don't know what else the Board wants to add to that.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Doctor WIlianms, could
we -- so that | can pass on to Cty Council those
correspondence that we received fromthe public and
have them hear those specific responses so that they
can take into consideration additional data that w |
help themw th those zoni ng areas and ot her Codi ng
i ssues that may be needed to establish where these
busi nesses woul d be | ocat ed?

MR BURNS: Well, I think one of the
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things, M. Chairman, what | did note, | just saw one
of ny notes, was al so consi der greater disbursenent
of licensing. That nay be where you're going with

t hat .

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Well, it's basically
to nmake sure that the zoning is also in consideration
to what areas can and cannot have those things
grow ng or processed.

DR WLLIAMS: That's as part of the
| ook-at areas for potential expansion --

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Exactly.

DR WLLIAMS: -- to deal with any
al l eged issues of sittings of facilities in one area
and a di sadvantage of other areas. But that's going
to be open to future anendnents. And as a Board, al
t hose anendnents will conme back to us anyway. And so
we have a record here today of the comments fromthe
public, it's not going to be difficult for us once
the data conmes in to nmake any recomrendati ons back to
Counci| on any expansi on or any anendnents.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: |Is there any ot her
responses from our Board?

COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  The | ast
thing I would add, I'msorry and now that we're

t hi nking of, you know, gotten this far, is to also in
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the future, thinking about incentives that would help
smal | busi nesses, start-up incentives to help with
the starting up of the businesses.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Thank you.

DR WLLIAMS: M. Chair, before the
Board does a roll call, is to, | see N chelle Pace on
the call, I want to thank her and the Cannabis
Comm ttee, ad hoc commttee, for the trenmendous work
and tine that they've put in to every nenber that |
can't nanme by nane, but your efforts are exenplary.
And for the record, your work and the commttee's
were essential in the dialog that we had today. So
once, again, kudos to you and your group.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: So | need a notion to

go from here now, please.

MS. CREAN: | make a notion.
DI RECTOR WALKER: Second.
CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | have M. \Wal ker and

Erin first and second. Angela, could you nake a
roll-call please?
M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.
CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.
M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Morton
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
M5. MLLER Director \alker.
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DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.
M LLER  Erin Crean.
CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.
LEE: Yes.

5 2 5 5

MLLER lan Leonard. Did we |ose,
M. Leonard?

BURNS: He's there.

MLLER He's on nute.

T 5 3

WLLIAVMS: M. Leonard, unnute
yourself, sir. He's there but needs to unnute. M.
Leonard. Do we still have a quorum Angela, w thout
hi nf

MS. MLLER  Yes.

MR, BURNS: Yes.

DR WLLIAVS: Okay.

M5. MLLER Okay. Mdtion carried to
approve. Thank you.

MR BURNS: Good job tonight, guys.
Excel | ent j ob.

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Thank you for fighting
for opening up the site for the City Council to begin
to see what you guys are | ooking for and hope and
pray that everything works out for everybody

i ncludi ng the snall busi nesses.
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MR BURNS: Wl done tonight.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: | need a notion to
adj our n.

Dl RECTOR WALKER: Mot i on.

M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol | call

DR WLLIAMS: Wit a mnute, M. Chair.
We have Adoption of Resol utions.

M5. CREAN. Wait. One nore thing. lan
just texted nme that he's a 'yes' for the Cannabis
Or di nance.

MR BURNS: Gkay. Good.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Good. Wo is going to
read the Resolutions? M. Burns.

MR BURNS: Hang on for one second. Let
me grab it. Actually, the only Resol ution we have
are: Review and Approval of the 2022 Pl anni ng Board
neeti ng dates.

M5. MLLER  Correct.

MR. BURNS: So can | have a notion to
accept thenf

M5. CREAN. So noved.

Dl RECTOR WALKER:  Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol |l call

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.
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CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
M5. MLLER Director \alker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

M LLER  Erin Crean.

CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.

LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.
LEONARD:  Yes.

2P 30 9 D

CHAl RMAN DEJESUS: Again, Erin is going
to be, hopefully, the assistant chairperson for ne
for the next two nonths, February and March. [|I'm

going to be strapped with IRS and the state so you

won't see ne for two nonths at least. 1'll be
avai l abl e for energency only. [If you're short a
menber, you can give ne a call and I'lIl try extrenely

hard to be avail abl e.
M5. MLLER  Thank you.
COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Thank you,
M. Chair. Good |uck on your season.
M5. MLLER Modtion to adjourn, please.
COUNCI LWOMAN REYES- MORTON:  Motion to

adj our n.
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M5. CREAN. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS: Rol |l call

M5. MLLER  Jose Deldesus.

CHAI RVAN DEJESUS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER  Council woman Reyes- Mort on.
COUNCI LWOVAN REYES- MORTON:  Yes.
M5. MLLER Director Walker.

DI RECTOR WALKER:  Yes.

MLLER  Erin Crean.

CREAN:  Yes.

M LLER  Steven Lee.

LEE: Yes.

M LLER lan Leonard.
LEONARD:  Yes.

52 P D0 DD

MLLER: Motion carried to approve.

Thank you.

(**Meeting concluded at 8:44 p.m**)
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